
2021 11 29    Just In! 
 
Please be sure to check out the Events and Career Opportunities section below and 
here on our website.  Several interesting new webinars coming up!  If you’d like to learn 
about Renewable Heat Now’s 2022 legislative package or if you’re a contractor wanting 
to check new multisource heat pumps, be sure to see the green text below. 
 
Your Furnace Costs the Climate ~ $700 Each Year – This year, NY DEC provided 
guidance for state agencies that centers on a CO2 price of $125 per ton.  NY-GEO has 
calculated that adding the cost of methane leaks as required by the Climate Leadership 
and Community Protection Act (CLCPA) raises that price to at least $157 per ton of 
CO2e (equivalent) produced, which works out to more than $700 worth of carbon 
pollution per year from an average gas-heated New York home.  .  Write 
nygeoinfo@gmail.com for a copy of NY-GEO’s calculations. 

 
 
Jigar Shah - Getting Smart Appliances To Low-Income Americans - How the DOE 
could marshal its loan guarantees to decarbonize the grid and boost energy equity in 
one fell swoop – Jeff St. John - Canary Media - Jigar Shah, head of the Department of 
Energy’s Loan Programs Office (LPO), “sees … homes and businesses… can shift 
when they use power to better match the variability of…wind and solar power — a form 
of ‘grid-responsive’ demand that could play a major role in balancing an increasingly 
clean-powered electricity supply….’We can insert ourselves there and help people get 
6…or 7 percent interest rates,’ Shah said. ‘But in exchange, they have to opt in their air-
conditioning system [or heat pump] into a distributed energy resources project and…get 

https://ny-geo.org/pages/coming-up
https://www.dec.ny.gov/regulations/56552.html
mailto:nygeoinfo@gmail.com


paid to provide grid flexibility.’  Full article here.  Thanks to NY-GEO member Paul 
Coons for this tip 

 
Jigar Shah, Director, Loan Programs Office, U.S. Department of Energy 

 
Colorado Net-Zero Community Features Geo –"In Austria, I experienced how people 
can actually live sustainably and happily in a much better environment than our 
standard American suburbs…And I wanted to create this kind of village environment 
because I'm of the opinion that sustainability starts with community."  The article notes a 
2nd developer has failed to follow through on the original vision for the project.  Thanks 
to Sierra Club Niagara Group member Roger Cook.  Full article here. 

 
 

https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/policy-regulation/jigar-shahs-big-idea-for-getting-rooftop-solar-and-smart-appliances-to-low-income-americans
https://www.cnn.com/2021/11/11/us/colorado-geos-neighborhood-net-zero-climate/index.html


The Oil And Gas Industry Is Facing A $3.3 Trillion Stranded Asset Nightmare - By 
Tsvetana Paraskova – Oil Price.com - Nov 23, 2021 – “The largest international oil and 
gas firms wrote down assets worth $150 billion last year when prices crashed with the 
demand slump in the pandemic. Despite the fact that this year's oil prices are now 
nearly double compared to the 2020 average, the energy industry faces additional 
impairments in the coming years and decades, this time due to the investor pressure to 
slash emissions and start accounting for changes to energy demand in the transition to 
low-carbon sources.”  Full article here.  Thanks to Jens Ponikau of Buffalo Geothermal 
for this tip. 

 
 

School of Clean Heat Rebate Application Webinar – ICF is the contractor hired by 
NY’s Joint Utilities to process geothermal project rebate applications.  They have 
developed a presentation on the application process open to all installers.  The next 
session will be Tuesday December 7th 8:30-10:00 AM.  Key Points to be Covered: • 
How to calculate rebate incentives for GSHP rebate projects • What documents are 
necessary to submit a rebate application • How to easily select the heat pump’s capacity 
on the AHRI • Interactive Test Project Walk-Through from start to finish • How to easily 
move an application through processing and avoid stalling due to flaws • How to add a 
GSHP HPWH to an application.  Register here.  A recording of the November 9th 
version of this presentation is available here. 

 
 

 
 
  

https://oilprice.com/Energy/Energy-General/The-Oil-And-Gas-Industry-Is-Facing-A-33-Trillion-Stranded-Asset-Nightmare.html
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/rt/3042175369383025679
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/recording/6181838519872962307


“Biden’s Infrastructure Act Bets Big On Three Types Of ‘Green’ Energy Tech • A 
report from Princeton University’s ZERO Lab shows that by itself, the signed 
infrastructure package won’t do much to bring down the country’s greenhouse gas 
emissions. The package backs hydrogen (in ways mostly not ‘green’), carbon capture, 
and nuclear power. [Popular Science] ”  (from 2021 11 22 Green Energy Times) 

 
 
(from 2021 11 23 Green Energy Times) 
(from 2021 11 21 – City & State First Read) 
(2021 11 09 POLITICO Weekly NY & NJ Energy email) 
From Bill McKibben’s weekly New Yorker Climate Crisis Column 
Full article from Canary Media here. 
Thanks to NY-GEO member Bob Wyman for this tip. 
(From Sage Welch at the National Building Electrification Network and Sunstone 
Strategies) 
 
 
Climate Updates: 
 
There are many reasons our customers prefer geothermal heat pumps – saving money, 
superior comfort, health and safety.  Their impact in totally eliminating greenhouse gas 
emissions is also a key benefit for many customers, and a key reason New York State 
is providing incentives and attempting to rev up the heat pump market.  Just In! 
provides a limited number of important climate updates most weeks to keep you in the 
know on this crucial topic that is important to so many New Yorkers. 
 
 

https://www.popsci.com/science/energy-investments-infrastructure-act/


“British People Are More Concerned Than Ever About Climate, Ahead Of Covid 
And Brexit, Poll Shows • People in the UK think that climate change, pollution and the 
environment are together the most important issues they face, well ahead of the 
pandemic, the impacts of Brexit, and the country’s troubled National Health Service, a 
poll from Ipsos MORI shows. [CNN] ”  (from 2021 11 24 Green Energy Times) 

 
 
You’ve Got to Be Kidding: 
“Comic Relief Department: Shell CEO Says The Best Way To Finance Clean 
Energy Is To Consume More Oil • Climate scientists agree that we have to stop 
burning fossil fuels very soon, to avoid climate catastrophe. Not slightly reduce it – end 
it. Ben van Beurden, Chief Executive of Royal Dutch Shell, says the best way to finance 
that is by buying oil. [CleanTechnica] ”  (from 2021 11 22 Green Energy Times) 
 
Frequent Sources for Just In!: 
Green Energy Times 
City & State First Read 
POLITICO Weekly NY & NJ Energy email) 
Bill McKibben’s weekly New Yorker Climate Crisis Column 
Canary Media  
Sage Welch - National Building Electrification Network & Sunstone Strategies 
The Guardian 

https://www.cnn.com/2021/11/23/uk/climate-uk-concern-poll-ipsos-mori-gbr-intl/index.html
https://cleantechnica.com/2021/11/21/comic-relief-department-shell-ceo-says-the-best-way-to-finance-clean-energy-is-to-consume-more-oil/
http://www.greenenergytimes.net/
https://www.cityandstateny.com/
https://www.politico.com/states/new-york
https://www.newyorker.com/news/annals-of-a-warming-planet
https://www.canarymedia.com/
http://www.sunstonestrategies.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/06/first-thing-signs-that-gulf-stream-is-at-risk-of-collapse

