
2021 10 18    Just In! 
 
 
 
Please be sure to check out the Events and Career Opportunities section below and 
here on our website.  Several interesting new webinars coming up! 
 
NYSEG RNG study  
 
More on Timely Payments for Contractors – NY-GEO is getting reports from some 
contractors that payments have become more timely, while they’ve remained 
atrociously slow for others, causing crippling cash flow problems.  We continue to be 
available to help with these issues at nygeoinfo@gmail.com.  We’d like to reiterate the 
process that we’ve set up below.  Please do contact the utility program manager if 
ICF is not responding in a timely and responsive manner.  Please don’t hesitate to 
let us know when, after making these contacts, things are still not working and you’d like 
help.   
 
To prevent delays in rebate payments, NY-GEO and the Clean Heat Joint Management 
Committee (JMC) are targeting a 3-business day limit for responses to contractor 
applications and any subsequent revisions. 

 
JMC Slide from 2021 10 14 Clean Heat Stakeholder Session 

 
NY-GEO urges contractors to take the following steps if they don’t hear back on their 
submission to ICFwithin 3 business days.  ICF is the contractor the JMC has hired to 
process applications.  ICF has recently hired a half dozen new employees to speed up its 
operation. 

• If ICF does not respond or if you have a problem with their response, contact the 
utility Program Manager as listed below.   

• If the Program Manager is not available or not able to help resolve the issue in a 
timely fashion, email NY-GEO at nygeoinfo@gmail.com or call us at 716-316-
7674. 

  
Central Hudson 
Ray Cotto, Associate Energy Efficiency Program Manager 
Phone: (845) 486-5750, Email: RCotto@cenhud.com 
  
Con Ed 
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Will Xia, Program Manager 
Phone: (646) 761-1851, Email: xiaw@coned.com  
  
National Grid 
Ayomide Balogun, Senior Program Manager 
Phone: (518) 419-7365 Email: ayomide.balogun@nationalgrid.com 
  
NYSEG/RG&E 
Nicole Williams - Program Manager, Conservation and Load Management 
Phone: 585-484-6592, Email: nicole.williams@nyseg.com 
  
Orange & Rockland 
Mark Maloney  
Phone: (845) 577-2433, Email: maloneym@oru.com 
 
Climate Action Council Draft Scoping Plan is Coming – The NY Climate Action 
Council plans to adopt its draft scoping plan to cut New York’s greenhouse gas 
emissions by the end of the year.  At its October 14th meeting the Council received 
heard a huge upload of information as part of NYSERDA’s integration analysis of 
advisory panel recommendations.  A key takeaway is that the net health and carbon 
reduction savings from the recommendations range from $80 to $140 Billion.  Coming 
up, the Council will be examining carbon pricing as well as a sensitivity analysis that, 
among other things, will explore how the relative mix of air source and ground source 
heat pumps will impact the electric grid and future electricity bills. The next full meeting 
of the Council is scheduled for November 16th. 
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New York Power Authority's Gil Quiniones to Step Down - Will lead ComEd Utility in 
Chicago - Rick Karlin – Times Union – “After a decade in which he led the 
organization’s move toward carbon reduction, New York Power Authority President and 
CEO Gil Quiniones has resigned to become CEO at Commonwealth Edison Company, 
Chicago’s main utility firm, the Times Union reports.”  (from 2021 10 16 – City & State 
First Read) 

 
Geothermal Field Assessment Checklist Cut in Half – NY-GEO and the Clean Heat 
Joint Management Committee (JMC) have been working together to improve the 
geothermal field assessment (formerly quality assurance) checklist in an effort to 
maintain quality installations while reducing redundancy and unnecessary burdens on 
contractors.  The checklist has been whittled from over 100 items under NYSERDA’s 
program to 42 items in the initial utility list to 21 items in the current draft.  While more 
improvements are still being discussed by the parties, the JMC is planning to file the 
current version soon.  Among the changes are eliminating items that are under the 
jurisdiction of local building inspectors, relying on contractor startup checklists for 
verification of several items, and efforts by utilities to include contractors in inspections.  
 

https://cityandstateny.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b52bdb04e9be7d59c90a99a8e&id=7fea731c11&e=fd9a9b9d40


October 17th is World Geothermal Day – Organized around publicizing local events 
and projects, this effort aims to get the word out about all types of geothermal energy – 
electricity production, heat pumps etc.  See here for more. 

 
 
VTOU Electric Rates Can Work Poorly for Solar PV – This just in from Paul Coons, 
NY-GEO member with a geothermal/Solar PV home.  “The Voluntary Time of Use 
(VTOU) meter divides electricity into daytime/nighttime use.  Solar PV owners typically 
generate a surplus of energy over the longer daylight hours of summer and use them at 
night and over the winter with the shorter daylight hours.  With VTOU, the daytime and 
summer energy surplus cannot be used to reduce nighttime use.  Thus, there is not any 
benefit to use VTOU, in fact there is a financial penalty, as National Grid agreed when 
we discussed this with them.  The bottom line is we would pay over $1000/year more on 
VTOU since we weren’t allowed to use our daytime solar PV energy surplus." 
 
Data Dive: Clean Energy vs. Oil Majors – from CleanEdge.com. - During the three-
year period examined, all of the Clean Energy Leaders experienced growth in their 
market capitalizations, whereas the Oil Majors all declined. Tesla, which expanded from 
$45.2 billion in 2018 to $773.5 billion in 2021, now surpasses all five Oil Majors in total 
market capitalization. NextEra Energy’s 2021 market cap of $153.7 billion, up from $79 
billion in 2018, exceeds that of Total and BP. Iberdrola grew from $46.5 billion in 2018 
to $62.1 billion in 2021. Ørsted and Vestas, both based in Denmark, nearly doubled and 
tripled their market caps, respectively. Ørsted began at $28.5 billion and grew to $55.6 
billion, while Vestas' market cap was $13.5 billion and expanded to $40.3 billion. Article 
here. 
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New Buildings Institute (NBI) Releases Code Overlay for Electrification - Designed 
to layer on top of ASHRAE 90.1 and IECC, these provisions transition buildings away 
from onsite fossil fuel combustion. -  by Candace Pearson - …”NBI wants to help 
jurisdictions bite off however much electrification they can chew.  Recently released 
model code language offers provisions for requiring all-electric buildings and alternative 
provisions for requiring electric-ready buildings. Cities and towns can layer whichever 
version of this “decarbonization overlay” they are ready for on top of the 2021 
International Energy Conservation Code (IECC) and ASHRAE 90.1.   Full article here.   
 
“Utility to California: Move faster on clean energy - Pedro Pizarro, CEO of Southern 
California Edison (SCE) parent Edison International, says gaps in EV and electric 
building policies threaten state clean energy goals.”  Full article here from Jeff St. John 
at Canary Media – “…compared to the generation and transportation sectors, ‘building 
electrification needs a full kick-start,’ Pizarro said.  California is an epicenter of a broad-
ranging policy effort to limit natural-gas use in new buildings.  These include the more 
than 50 city and county governments that have instituted bans or restrictions on gas 
hookups in new construction and newly instituted statewide efficiency standards that will 

https://www.buildinggreen.com/newsbrief/nbi-releases-code-overlay-electrification?utm_source=BuildingGreen.com+Mailing+List&utm_campaign=3b9464565e-BGB_2021-06-08_basic_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d558b0594a-3b9464565e-157399045&mc_cid=3b9464565e&mc_eid=de900ab353
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make all-electric homes the far more cost-effective choice for builders starting in 2023. 

 
 
“Home Heating Costs Will Rise Sharply This Winter, Federal Government 
Forecasts • Compared with last winter, American households will spend 54% more for 
propane, 43% more for home heating oil, 30% more for natural gas, and 6% more for 
electric heating, the US Energy Information Administration said in a new report. [CNN] ”  
(from 2021 10 13 Green Energy Times) 
 
If It Sounds Too Good To Be True; Watchout Ratepayers and Taxpayers - The 
Kemper power Plant in Mississippi is a cautionary tale of run-a-way costs and failed 
promises.  In this short article from The Institute for Energy Economics and Financial 
Analysis (IEEFA) read about how the grand idea of coal gasification and carbon capture 
didn’t come close to expectations.  The mistake only cost a mere $6 billion.  Thanks to 
NY-GEO Director of Operations JR Rath for this tip. 

 
 
AWESomeEarthKind podcast:  7 billion humans emit 40 Gigatons of carbon into the air 
every year. Did you know that concrete is the most marketed material in the world other 
than water? And that there’s about 50 gigatons of sand and gravel mined and 
incorporated in asphalt, primarily in concrete, every year? Hear how we can permanently 
turn carbon into cement. Listen to Brent Constantz, a Fullbright Scholar.a serial 
entrepreneur with expertise in biomineralization. and the CEO of Blue Planet Systems via 
your favorite podcast playing app (Apple, Spotify, Google Podcast) or at: 
https://awesomeearthkind.com/podcasts/BrentConstantz  
 
-  
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Climate Updates 
 
There are many reasons our customers prefer geothermal heat pumps – saving money, 
superior comfort, health and safety.  Their impact in totally eliminating greenhouse gas 
emissions is also a key benefit for many customers, and a key reason New York State 
is providing incentives and attempting to rev up the heat pump market.  Just In! 
provides a limited number of important climate updates most weeks to keep you in the 
know on this crucial topic that is important to so many New Yorkers. 
 
“The Energy Crisis Couldn’t Have Come At A Worse Time For Climate • Chinese 
officials are ordering coal plants to ramp up production greatly. The EU is facing a revolt 
over its ambitious Green Deal on climate. US President Joe Biden is petitioning OPEC 
nations to boost oil production. Clearly, energy is taking priority over climate. [CNN] ”  
(from 2021 10 09 Green Energy Times) 
 
“In The US, 18 Weather And Climate Disasters This Year Have Killed Over 500 
People And Cost Over $100 Billion • Weather and climate disasters have taken 538 
lives so far this year and cost over $100 billion, according to NOAA. The US averaged 
seven billion dollar disasters from 1980-2020, but during the last five years, that 
average number has risen to 16. [CNN] ”  (from 2021 10 13 Green Energy Times) 

 
 
“Most People Have Already Felt the Effects Of Climate Change • Research 
published in Nature Climate Change suggests that 85% of all human beings have 
already felt the impact of climate change in various forms of extreme weather. The 
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study used machine learning to review over 100,000 studies of events linked to climate 
change. [CleanTechnica] ”  (from 2021 10 13 Green Energy Times) 
 
 
Frequent Sources for Just In!: 
Green Energy Times 
City & State First Read 
POLITICO Weekly NY & NJ Energy email) 
Canary Media  
Sage Welch - National Building Electrification Network & Sunstone Strategies 
The Guardian 
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https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/06/first-thing-signs-that-gulf-stream-is-at-risk-of-collapse

