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Please be sure to check out the Events and Career Opportunities section below and 
here on our website.  Several interesting new webinars coming up! 
 
VTOU Electric Rate Saves Big Geo/EV Homeowner – Jens Ponikau is a NY-GEO 
board member and leads Buffalo Geothermal Heating.  He’s also a homeowner with a 
geothermal system and his family are electric vehicle drivers.  In this video (passcode - 
%JQ0.v37), Jens talks about his experience using National Grid’s Voluntary Time of 
Use (VTOU) electricity rate, where he estimates he’s paying only 2/3rds of what he’d be 
paying at the regular residential rate.  Note the off peak hours in the bill below are more 
than three times those of on peak, yet the total charge for those hours is LESS than the 
charge for the on peak hours. 

 
 
Geothermal Stakeholder Session Thursday 10/14– There’s a Clean Heat program 
stakeholder meeting organized by the Joint Management Committee (JMC) of NY’s 
utilities and NYSERDA held each month.  This month’s session will include NY-GEO 
board member Zach Fink of ZBF Geothermal presenting a plan to stagger payments for 
larger installations at milestones including application completion, loopfield installation, 
heat pump installation and commissioning.  This could provide more reasonable cash 
flow as opposed to the current practice of holding payment until after commissioning.  
The JMC has also released a revisedClean Heat program manual which may be a topic 
of discussion as well as efforts that are ongoing to speed up payments and improve 
communication and the payment process.  See more below in the green typeface 
Events section and register here.  

https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0326/2837/files/2021_10_11_Just_In.pdf?v=1633907293
https://ny-geo.org/pages/coming-up
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/CAu6XfHLzakrm75kFnossK0DLCqzyK9k8PKrM8JEeYzLhI8SHFnseX5HPle8Ze24.dNBVR2F3yZvca-O1
https://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefId=%7B274843BA-D787-456A-864F-49646986181E%7D
https://ceadvisors.webex.com/webappng/sites/ceadvisors/meeting/register/2c33d5a98494408ea9dd5053760d1de2?ticket=4832534b000000056b559bf04bb3b86aecdd7dbe7b8da8d535fc635fed995446398f7a685b7ec6ec&timestamp=1630603034907&locale=en_US


 
NY-GEO Board member Zach Fink of ZBF Geothermal 

 
New York Sets National Pace For Geothermal Screening Tools – New York Real 
Estate Journal - by Charles Copeland and Tristan Schwartzman – “As America 
prioritizes reducing its carbon footprint…geothermal ground source systems—can grow 
to be a crucial part of the solution, and New York is setting the pace for the nation for 
geothermal screening tools.  New York’s Westchester County has just replicated the 
online geothermal screening tool created in 2018 by the City of New York. That is a 
major development because it demonstrates that the original screening tool, the first of 
its kind in the nation, can be adapted for a suburban county, creating a new model that 
is more broadly applicable across the country.”  Full article here. 
 
MA Geo Advocate Profiled in the Washington Post – Audrey Schulman is the 

CoFounder of the Boston area Home Energy Efficiency Team (HEET).  HEET has been 

leading the charge for gas utilities to transition to district geothermal energy providers.  

Schulman and her efforts were recently profiled in the Washington Post.  “From novelist 

to climate crusader: How one woman is working to put a stop to natural gas.  Audrey 

Schulman is not an engineer or a scientist. But her work could eventually reshape how 

Massachusetts and other states get energy.”  Schulman was also a presenter at last 

week’s NY-GEO webinar on Ambient Loops for Buildings and District Systems.  Find 

Schulman’s slides and a video of the webinar here. 

https://nyrej.com/ny-sets-national-pace-for-geothermal-screening-tools-by-copeland-schwartzman
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-solutions/interactive/2021/change-natural-gas-audrey-schulman/
https://ny-geo.org/pages/2021-webinar-series


 
Audrey Schulman illustration by Stef Wong  

 
De Blasio Administration Looks Toward Final Climate Actions – by John Besche - 

The administration of New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio is putting the final touches on 

its efforts to combat climate change and create a more sustainable city, with significant 

short- and long-term challenges at play, major decisions to be made in the mayor’s final 

months in office and questions about its policy choices, Gotham Gazette reports.  

 
Will EPA Use Advanced Tech to Monitor Methane? – by Jeff St. John of Canary 
Media “In the next few weeks, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is set to 
release draft rules that will dramatically expand the agency’s role in regulating methane 
emissions across the oil and gas industry. One big question for industry insiders and 
climate activists is whether the EPA will build the latest leak-detection technologies into 
these rules. Will the agency drive the industry to embrace the technologies’ full 
capabilities? And if it does, how can it avoid costly or confusing requirements that could 
lead to legal challenges?”  Full article here  

https://cityandstateny.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b52bdb04e9be7d59c90a99a8e&id=e3f36a60b8&e=fd9a9b9d40
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/fossil-fuels/aerial-and-satellite-imagery-can-find-methane-leaks-will-epa-bake-the-tech-into-new-rules?utm_campaign=canary&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=167385642&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8NhCLh64i38J26HGkR95pQIf7mSJnFGBTVi8D6YZiPhT8fF4gAnZTRQmcy3YP8ZwtlZKMnsAJi0xsNK36qYu4OtOVKzg&utm_source=newsletter


 
 
“What Facility Managers Need to Know About Geothermal Ground Source 
Systems - Cost savings and reducing carbon emissions are just two of the many 
potential benefits of geothermal ground source systems.  By Charles C. Copeland and 
Tristan Schwartzman  “As public pressure grows for property owners to reduce their 
carbon footprint, attention has shifted to renewable energy, especially solar and wind 
power, with some states moving toward complete electrification. In that context, another 
renewable energy source – the geothermal ground source system – is emerging. It 
reduces fossil fuel use by using electricity very efficiently. Facility managers should 
know how to explore its potential and assess its cost-effectiveness.”  Full FacilitiesNet 
article here. 
 
“Heating bills to rise 31% this winter - Larry Rulison – Times Union - The average 
residential National Grid customer will pay $651 over the five-month winter period that 
begins next month, an increase of $155 over last year.  That is a whopping 31 percent 
increase, the biggest increase in home heating bills in more than a decade for Capital 
Region residents.”  Full article here.  Thanks to Ny-GEO member Joanne Coons for this 
tip. 
 
Boston Passes New Building Decarbonization Ordinance – Scott Pruden - Utility 
Dive -   “The city of Boston will require all buildings over 20,000 square feet to achieve 
zero carbon emissions by 2050 under a new ordinance the Boston City Council 
approved Sept. 22.   The ordinance applies to about 4% of the city’s structures, 
including commercial and residential buildings that produce 60% of the city’s building 
emissions.”  Full article here. 

https://www.facilitiesnet.com/hvac/article/What-Facility-Managers-Need-to-Know-About-Geothermal-Ground-Source-Systems--19387
https://www.timesunion.com/business/article/National-Grid-says-heating-bills-to-rise-31-16516879.php#photo-19269667
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/boston-building-decarbonization-climate-change-ordinance/607528/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue:%202021-10-06%20Utility%20Dive%20Load%20Management%20%5Bissue:37181%5D&utm_term=Utility%20Dive:%20Load%20Management


 
Methane and Health Damaging Air Pollutants: bridging 10 Years of Scientific 
Understanding – This new in-depth report from Physicians, Scientists and Engineers for 
Healthy Energy (PSE) “provides insights on the climate and public health dimensions of 
emissions from the upstream, midstream, and downstream sectors of the oil and gas 
industry—from wellhead to homes. Researchers identify characteristics of sources of 
both types of emissions, highlight high-impact approaches to emission control, and 
provide guidance on how to prioritize emission control based on climate and public 
health.”  Access the report here – Thanks to Irene Weiser, Coordinator, Fossil free 
Tompkins,  for this tip. 

 
 
Columbia U. Study Advocates for Gas Infrastructure – Contrary to the efforts of 
most clean energy advocates, “A study by the Center on Global Energy Policy at 
Columbia University advocated for investments in the U.S. natural gas pipeline system 
to support the eventual shift from natural gas to cleaner, low-to-no carbon fuels.”  Read 
the full article here.  Thanks to Renewable Energy World for this tip. 
 
Report Criticizes MA Gas Pipe Replacement Program – “Intended to increase safety 
and reduce emissions, the Gas System Enhancement Program (GSEP) has become a 
massive boondoggle.  Projected to exceed $20 billion, it’s the Big Dig you’ve never 
heard of.  Pouring more money into a fossil fuel system we need to abandon to meet 
our climate goals does not make sense. We can redirect GSEP to prioritize safety, fund 
an equitable energy transition for all and create quality jobs in clean, renewable energy.”  
Thanks to Deb Pasternak from Massachusetts Sierra Club for this tip. 

https://www.psehealthyenergy.org/our-work/publications/archive/methane-and-health-damaging-air-pollutants-from-the-oil-and-gas-sector-bridging-10-years-of-scientific-understanding/
https://www.renewableenergyworld.com/hydrogen/will-upgrading-fossil-fuel-infrastructure-enable-polluters-or-accelerate-the-path-to-net-zero/?utm_source=rew_weekly_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2021-09-29


 
 

Diverso Energy Digest – is a newsletter put out by Canadian geothermal utility Diverso 
Energy.  Diverso specializes in an energy-as-a service model.  The recent issue of the 
digest includes articles on Toronto’s Green Standard, the upcoming Canadian Green 
Builders Conference, a 198 unit geothermal condo building in Scarbourough and one 
addressing “Has Geothermal Hit a Tipping Point”.  To subscribe, click here.  
 

http://go.diversoenergy.com/the-diverso-energy-digest


Norway’s EVs Break Through The 90% Barrier – Tesla Takes Top Two Trophies • 
Norway’s plugin electric vehicle market share in September broke new ground, hitting 
91.5% with full electrics taking 77.5% share. Diesels lost more than half their share 
year-on-year, falling to just 2.3%. Petrol and plugless hybrids did not fare much better. 
[CleanTechnica]”  (from 2021 10 03 Green Energy Times) 
 
AWESomeEarthKind podcast: Music has played a key role in social and 
environmental activism, civil rights and economic justice movements throughout history.  
Through political protest and social commentary, artists have used the power of music 
to share critical messages, inspire action, and achieve lasting change. Now, musicians 
are launching an effort to deal with the most critical issues of our time. Check out 
Tanner Watt of Reverb.org as he shares #CodeRedClimate and 
CodeRedCongress.com.  Listen via your favorite podcast playing app (Apple, Spotify, 
Google Podcast)  https://awesomeearthkind.com/podcasts/tannerwatt/  
 
(from 2021 10 23 Green Energy Times) 
(from 2021 10 21 – City & State First Read) 
(2021 10 09 POLITICO Weekly NY & NJ Energy email) 
From Bill McKibben’s weekly New Yorker Climate Crisis Column 
Full article from Canary Media here. 
Thanks to NY-GEO member Bob Wyman for this tip. 
(From Sage Welch at the National Building Electrification Network and Sunstone 
Strategies) 
Find the full article here 
 
Climate Updates 
 
There are many reasons our customers prefer geothermal heat pumps – saving money, 
superior comfort, health and safety.  Their impact in totally eliminating greenhouse gas 
emissions is also a key benefit for many customers, and a key reason New York State 
is providing incentives and attempting to rev up the heat pump market.  Just In! 
provides a limited number of important climate updates most weeks to keep you in the 
know on this crucial topic that is important to so many New Yorkers. 
 
“Apple, Amazon, Alphabet, Microsoft, And Disney Lobby Against Biden Climate 
Initiative • Some of the largest American corporations, many of whom have made pious 
pledges to act on climate change, are fighting tooth and nail to defeat the $3.5 trillion 
Biden infrastructure package, with its many provisions for reducing US CO₂ emissions. 
[CleanTechnica]”  (from 2021 10 02 Green Energy Times) 
 
Landmark NYC Climate Change Hazard Plan Bill Set for Approval After Ida ‘Wake-

up Call’ - by Samantha Maldonado - The New York City Council is slated to vote on a 

newly updated bill that would require the mayor’s office to create a citywide climate 

adaptation plan to evaluate risks that include storms, sea-level rise and possible 

wildfire, as well as extreme heat, wind and rain, The City reports. 

https://cleantechnica.com/2021/10/02/norways-evs-break-through-the-90-barrier-tesla-takes-top-two-trophies/
https://itunes.apple.com/podcast/id1526191292?mt=2&ls=1
https://open.spotify.com/show/02PbdcIJtofSlOTyNsX24t
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9hd2Vzb21lZWFydGhraW5kLmxpYnN5bi5jb20vcnNz?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwivrIy1zcnrAhUsg3IEHcojBrQQ9sEGegQIARAC
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9hd2Vzb21lZWFydGhraW5kLmxpYnN5bi5jb20vcnNz?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwivrIy1zcnrAhUsg3IEHcojBrQQ9sEGegQIARAC
https://awesomeearthkind.com/podcasts/tannerwatt/
https://cleantechnica.com/2021/10/01/apple-amazon-alphabet-microsoft-disney-lobby-against-biden-climate-initiative/
https://www.thecity.nyc/authors/samantha-maldonado
https://cityandstateny.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b52bdb04e9be7d59c90a99a8e&id=0fc7044234&e=fd9a9b9d40


 
 
“Hundreds Of Scientists Tell Biden: Halt Development of Fossil Fuels Now • More 
than 330 US research scientists sent a letter to President Biden urging him to use 
executive authority to stop all new fossil fuel projects and declare a climate emergency, 
actions they say are necessary to avoid the worst damages of the climate crisis. [Food 
& Water Watch] ”  (from 2021 10 08 Green Energy Times) 
 
Greenpeace: Ban Fossil Fuel Advertising • “A squadron of Greenpeace activists built 
a blockade around Shell’s Pernis refinery in Rotterdam, the largest in Europe, to call 
attention to the company’s advertising campaign, which the group calls ‘greenwashing.’ 
Greenpeace is in a campaign to get the EU to ban fossil fuel advertising. 
[CleanTechnica]”  (from 2021 10 05Green Energy Times)  In a statement, the groups 
said, “The EU has already introduced a directive banning cross-border tobacco 
advertising and sponsorships. Now it’s time for a similar law against fossil fuel industries 
for the health of the planet and our future.”  Greenpeace and its supporters are 
attempting to get 1 million signatures on a petition asking the EU to enact such a law. “ 

https://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/2021/10/07/hundreds-of-scientists-tell-biden-halt-fossil-fuel-development-now/
https://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/2021/10/07/hundreds-of-scientists-tell-biden-halt-fossil-fuel-development-now/
https://cleantechnica.com/2021/10/04/greenpeace-protesters-blockade-shell-refinery-in-rotterdam/


 
 
“Google Will Prevent Climate Change Deniers From Making Money From Ads• 
Google said it will no longer allow ads to appear alongside “content that contradicts 
well-established scientific consensus around the existence and causes of climate 
change.” Google will also prohibit advertisements that deny the reality of climate 
change. [CNN] ”  (from 2021 10 08 Green Energy Times) 
 
Frequent Sources for Just In!: 
Green Energy Times 
City & State First Read 
POLITICO Weekly NY & NJ Energy email) 
Bill McKibben’s weekly New Yorker Climate Crisis Column 
Canary Media  
Sage Welch - National Building Electrification Network & Sunstone Strategies 
The Guardian 
 
 
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0326/2837/files/2021_10_04_Just_in.pdf?v=1633348803  
  

https://www.cnn.com/2021/10/07/tech/google-climate-change-denial-ads/index.html
http://www.greenenergytimes.net/
https://www.cityandstateny.com/
https://www.politico.com/states/new-york
https://www.newyorker.com/news/annals-of-a-warming-planet
https://www.canarymedia.com/
http://www.sunstonestrategies.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/06/first-thing-signs-that-gulf-stream-is-at-risk-of-collapse
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0326/2837/files/2021_10_04_Just_in.pdf?v=1633348803


 
 
 


