
2021 08 02 
 
 
Please be sure to check out the Events and Career Opportunities section below and 
here on our website.  Several interesting new webinars coming up! 
 
Swanston Joins NY-GEO Board, Franceschina Leaves – Samara Swanston has 
accepted an invitation to join the NY-GEO Board of Directors and John Franceschina 
has resigned.  Franceschina, Director, Energy Efficiency and Demand Response at 
TRC Companies, Inc.  has been Board President of NY-GEO since its inception in 
2014.  He will be missed !  Swanston, Legislative Counsel to the Environmental 
Protection Committee of the New York City Council, has been engaged in the practice 
of Environmental Law for more than twenty-five years and is also a Visiting Professor at 
the Pratt Institute Graduate School for Urban Planning and the Environment.  Ms. 
Swanston previously worked for the Environmental Protection Agency as a Superfund 
attorney and her work led to the creation of the Region 2 Environmental Justice 
Workgroup where she helped draft the 1992 EPA Environmental Equity Report and for 
which she received the EPA Gold Medal, the highest agency honor.  Ms. Swanston was 
the first drafter of all of the local enacted legislation requiring the use of renewable 
energy, including the use of geothermal energy, solar photovoltaic, solar thermal energy 
and in-conduit hydropower.   
 

 
 
Report Issued on District Thermal Marketplace Regulatory Issues - Pace Energy 
and Climate Center at Pace University has completed a report for NYSERDA titled 
Overcoming Legal and Regulatory Barriers to District Geothermal in New York State.  
“This study considers how property rights and permitting regimes governing geothermal 
projects can inform potential business models to advance the technology and presents 

https://ny-geo.org/pages/coming-up
https://www.linkedin.com/company/trc-companies-inc?trk=public_profile_experience-item_result-card_subtitle-click


recommendations for State authorities to consider in order to scale geothermal energy 
technology…”  The report includes a table listing over 30 systems surveyed, including 6 
district systems and 16 campus systems. Final Report Issued June 2021 [PDF] 

 
 
IGSHPA Seeks Speakers for December Conference - “If you have a speaker that you 
have heard in the past, or a presentation that you think would be beneficial to our 
membership and market, please contact us at info@igshpa.org with the information.  
We are gathering names and topics for speakers, but would like to give anyone that 
would like to speak, or would like to volunteer a name to speak, the opportunity to send 
us a quick paragraph about the topic, as well as a bio of the speaker.”  See 2021 12 14-
16 - Ground Water Week Conference - here for more information on the conference. 

 

https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/-/media/Files/Publications/Research/Clean-Power-Innovation/21-22-Overcoming-legal-and-Regulatory-Barriers-to-District-Geothermal-in-NY.pdf
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Input Needed on 179D Tax Deduction – From Charles Goulding 
charles.goulding@energytaxsaver.com at Energy Tax Savers – Regarding  the recent 
EPAct 179D legislation update -“The intention is that the baseline standard will be 
upgraded from ASHRAE 90.1.2007 to the most recent version of ASHRAE 90.1 
available two years before construction began.  However, the IRS has not yet affirmed 
the standard… This has resulted in many firms being uncertain of whether their 2021 
projects qualify and for which deduction level they may qualify for.  IRS…suggested that 
it would be helpful to receive comment letters from 179D stakeholders to help elevate 
the timeliness of this issue, in addition to exploring a potential safe harbor that allows for 
the previous standard (ASHRAE 90.1.2007) to be in effect until the date of the new 
standard's affirmation.”  If interested in presenting this issue to the IRS, please feel free 
to customize the draft letter Energy Tax Savers has prepared and email it to Jennifer 
Bernardini at the IRS (jennifer.c.bernardini@irscounsel.treas.gov). 
 
D.C. Ends Rebates for Gas Appliances – “After August 20, 2021, in line with District 
policy and the Clean Energy DC Plan, the DCSEU will no longer offer rebates for 
residential natural gas equipment in the Efficient Products program. This includes 
rebates for residential gas dryers, furnaces, boilers, and water heaters. To help 
residents make the transition to efficient electric heat pumps and heat pump water 
heaters, the DCSEU has increased rebates for the most efficient heat pumps and heat 
pump water heaters.”  Unfortunately, this program has no rebates for ground source 
heat pumps, but establishes an important precedent in eliminating rebates for gas 
appliances. 
 

 
 
Message to Tesla: Batteries Go Well With Geothermal – This article from 
CleanTehnica uses the Whisper Valley project near Austin, Texas to argue for the 
benefits of combining electric batteries with geothermal heating and cooling systems 
and challenges Tesla to lead the charge.  “the value of a Tesla Powerwall is significantly 
higher in Whisper Valley than conventional communities due to the energy consumption 
from the ground source heat pump being so low.  ‘Due to the efficiency of the ground 
source heat pump, you can actually back up your AC, fridge, your wifi, and lights on one 

mailto:charles.goulding@energytaxsaver.com
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single Powerwall, which you really cannot do with traditional HVAC systems.’”  Thanks 
to NY-GEO member Paul Coons for this tip.  

 
 
“Renewables Became Second Most Prevalent US Electricity Source In 2020 • In 
2020, renewable energy sources generated a record 834 TWh of electricity, or about 
21% of all US electricity. Only natural gas (1,617 TWh) produced more. Renewable 
sources surpassed both nuclear (790 TWh) and coal (774 TWh) for the first time on 
record. [CleanTechnica]”  (from 2021 07 29 Green Energy Times) 
Note – these are national figures, New York State’s 2020 ratios were 29% nuclear, a 
little less than 30% renewables (primarily hydro) and a little more than 40% fossil fuels 
(primarily gas with some oil and less than 1% coal).   See Power Trends 2021 from the 
NY Independent System Operator (NYISO). 

https://cleantechnica.com/2021/07/28/renewables-became-2nd-most-prevalent-u-s-electricity-source-in-2020/
http://www.greenenergytimes.net/
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“Ford Books 120,000 Reservations For F-150 Lightning • During its Q2 earnings call 
on July 28, Ford said it has received more than 120,000 reservations for its electric 
pickup truck, the F-150 Lightning. That’s great news for EV advocates but even better 
news for Ford, because about 75% of the reservations are from new customers. 
[CleanTechnica] ”  (from 2021 07 30 Green Energy Times) 

 
 
Climate Updates 
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There are many reasons our customers prefer geothermal heat pumps – saving money, 
superior comfort, health and safety.  Their impact in totally eliminating greenhouse gas 
emissions is also a key benefit for many customers, and a key reason New York State 
is providing incentives and attempting to rev up the heat pump market.  Just In! 
provides a limited number of important climate updates most weeks to keep you in the 
know on this crucial topic that is important to so many New Yorkers. 
 
“2021: The Year Climate Predictions Become Reality• On the heels of jaw-dropping 
heat and flooding across three continents, nearly 200 nations will gather on Monday to 
validate a critical UN climate science report 100 days ahead of a political summit 
charged with keeping Earth liveable. The world isn’t the same as it was when the last 
report issued. [The ASEAN Post] ” (from 2021 07 25Green Energy Times) 

 
 
“Nuclear Power’s Reliability Is Dropping As Extreme Weather Increases • It’s 
increasingly clear that the existing power systems aren’t designed for a changing 
climate. Nuclear power plants are no exception. Analysis looking at a broad range of 
climate events shows that it’s not just hot weather that puts these plants at risk; it’s the 
full range of disturbances. [Ars Technica] ” (from 2021 07 25Green Energy Times) 

https://theaseanpost.com/article/2021-year-climate-predictions-become-reality
http://www.greenenergytimes.net/
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Ignoring climate change will yield 'untold suffering,' panel of 14,000 scientists 
warns - A few big climate policies could change everything — but we have to act fast. 
By Brandon Specktor - Senior Writer Live Science- Nearly 14,000 scientists have 
signed a new climate emergency paper, warning that "untold suffering" awaits the 
human race if we don't start tackling global warming head-on, effective immediately.  
Earth's vitals have only deteriorated over the last two years, with 18 of the report's 31 
categories showing new all-time record highs or lows, the authors wrote. Full Story here   
Thank you to Carl DeVyver for this tip. 
 
“…Fire Thunderstorms Could Change Earth’s Climate… • Fire thunderstorms, which 
occur in pyrocumulonimbus clouds, not only create their own weather system but may 
also be powerful enough to actually change the climate, according to scientists from 
Australia and the US. [ABC]”  (from 2021 07 28 Green Energy Times) 

 

https://www.livescience.com/author/brandon-specktor
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Naomi Klein on Climate Inaction – “Writing in the Intercept, Naomi Klein does a fiery 
job of explaining how this summer’s extreme weather seems to be reaching people in 
places that used to be considered safe.”  From Bill McKibben’s weekly New Yorker 
Climate Crisis Column.  From Klein’s article: “What’s politically realistic today may have 
very little to do with what’s politically realistic after another few Hurricane Katrinas and 
another few Superstorm Sandys and another few Typhoon Bophas hit us.” 
 
Carbon Offsets Go Up in Smoke - Earlier this year, Microsoft paid an Oregon forest 
owner for a quarter million tons of “carbon offsets” to compensate for the company’s 
emissions, a common part of corporate “net zero” strategies. Now that forest is on fire, 
and the offsets have turned into carbon-dioxide emissions.  From Bill McKibben’s 
weekly New Yorker Climate Crisis Column 
 

https://link.newyorker.com/click/24584402.
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https://link.newyorker.com/click/24584402.56662/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucG9saXRpY28uY29tL25ld3MvMjAyMS8wNy8yNy93aWxkZmlyZXMtcmFnZS1jYXJib24tY3JlZGl0cy01MDA4MzA_bWJpZD0mdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1ubCZ1dG1fYnJhbmQ9dG55JnV0bV9tYWlsaW5nPVROWV9DbGltYXRlXzA3MjgyMSZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249YXVkLWRldiZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJmJ4aWQ9NWU2M2I0ZDQwNWU5NGUwNjRmNDliZDFiJmNuZGlkPTYwMjM2MDQwJmhhc2hhPTY2NjYyN2U2MzlhN2U0ZWY4NjUwNTczNDMzZDVkZDcxJmhhc2hiPTU0NDAzMjk2NDQwZTRiNzQ2MmE2ZmY5M2I3NjY5MTZkYzRkZDg3MGUmaGFzaGM9OThmNDM0MTNmOTEwNDA0NjRkMDI5ZTZmNWU5N2Q0NzE2ZjM5YjQ1MWZlMmQ5MTAwNTU1ZGRiNjU5NDRmZjRjMiZlc3JjPQ/5e63b4d405e94e064f49bd1bBb721411d
https://www.newyorker.com/news/annals-of-a-warming-planet

