
2021 07 05 Just In! 
 
Just In! features three fresh news item summaries on the NY-GEO home page every 
Monday, with the ability to comment via the blog link in each summary. NY-GEO 
members get an advanced look at the Just In! articles, plus job & event listings and 
several bonus article summaries with links, usually on the Saturday before website 
publication. 
 
Please be sure to check out the Events and Career Opportunities section below and 
here on our website.  Several interesting new webinars coming up! 
 
NYS Power Prices Surged with Peak Demand on June 29th – Last week New York 
experienced a much shorter and less severe heat wave than our suffering neighbors to 
the West.  Nonetheless our “miniwave” showed once again the impact of peak power 
demand on electricity prices.  On very hot days, the efficiency of air-sourced space 
conditioning equipment drops substantially.  This increases the demand for electricity 
and stresses our grid.  It means electric generating plants that are normally idle, 
because they’re too dirty and too expensive, are forced into service.  The map below 
shows the impact on electric prices on the afternoon of June 29th.  Western NY electric 
supply prices, which normally hover in the 2-4 cents/kWh ($20-$40/MWh) range, shot 
up to 99 cents/kWh or $990/MWh.  Geothermal heating and cooling systems offer the 
solution to this problem by maintaining their efficiency in the hottest and coldest weather 
because they don’t interact with outside air temperature, only the constant temperature 
below ground.  Thanks to NY-GEO member Jens Ponikau for this tip. 

 

https://ny-geo.org/
https://ny-geo.org/blogs/geo-news
https://ny-geo.org/pages/ny-geo-members-map
https://ny-geo.org/pages/ny-geo-members-map
https://ny-geo.org/pages/coming-up


3:35 PM on June 29th 
 
Utility Heat Pump Program Updates - The New York State Clean Heat Joint 
Management Committee (JMC) has made updates to the NYS Clean Heat 
Implementation Plan, Program Manual, and Field Assessment checklists. These 
documents, along with a new incentive calculator tool for large (Category 4) projects, 
are effective as of July 1, 2021 and are housed on the NYS Clean Heat website for 
public reference.  NY-GEO urges members to review these changed documents and 
send us your feedback at nygeoinfo@gmail.com to inform our input in improving the 
utility program.  We also urge members to take part in the JMC stakeholder sessions, 
with the next one coming up July 15th – see the EVENTS CALENDAR below.  Early 
observations:  

• The Program Manual includes revisions to address barriers that were preventing 
larger projects from consideration 

• Con Edison has substantially increased GSHP incentives to $5,000/ton and has 
instituted a 30% kicker on top of that for gas constrained areas of Westchester 
County 

• A new Category 4A was created to provide increased incentives in $/MMBTU for 
larger projects that also include building envelope upgrades. NY-GEO had 
advocated for this improvement and will be studying the specifics.  

• The Field Assessment (QA checklist) for GSHPs has improved in some ways but 
reworking and paring down the 42 items that still remain is a priority for NY-GEO. 

 
Buffalo Developers Plan Second Geothermal Building – “Three years after 
completing their second project at a prominent West Side corner, a pair of siblings are 
unveiling a venture a few doors to the north along the Grant Street corridor...  Matthew 
and Christopher Siano's HES Properties wants to construct a three-story building with 
nine apartments and a single ground-floor commercial space on a vacant lot at 386 
Grant…The $2.4 million project will be a renewable-energy building, featuring 
geothermal heating and cooling, along with solar roof panels. No natural gas will be 
needed. “  Read the Buffalo News article here.  The new Siano project follows on the 
heels of their nearby successful new-build with geothermal heating and cooling where 
the loop field was installed directly under the building in a tight urban corner lot. 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fTC3EGDPVpN99bcmRdUNN0G-LvfiA6OTuVpC3XFA_tXXUZs7DipVHkHMkrGCqLW1toPmtC9i3sNhHoDup-_8Z-nSVv3bjYONTxJqnimPaGHWmhpdu1Mbbmabf_NRxN-YDYviohALbaGpLVCh5vArELkg1oFrotezwD3T0WL1EcoNOtgNwYJ26Q==&c=HLYuBhjVRjTVAuFGI7VlTKV7v49t1qQcIbxHy4zCTrsf3EZOAJAXQw==&ch=Mi9uxse_pI5w_NyAxnSJnBGMVpsnhkryuwF1zvRM62CR2tOe-7IjJw==
mailto:nygeoinfo@gmail.com
https://buffalonews.com/business/local/developer-brothers-plan-another-grant-street-project/article_7623f134-d465-11eb-b839-2b4bfc239c69.html


 
Jens Ponikau of Buffalo Geothermal (in white shirt) presents to the community on the 

geothermal system at the Siano Building in April of 2017 
 
Geothermal Inquiry – “We are located near Tupper Lake, and are interested in finding 
geothermal installation contractors for a potential single-family residential project.  We 
would very much appreciate any suggestions or other information that you can 
provide…The challenge as I’m sure you know is geography - finding an experienced 
and interested contractor within working distance of the Tupper Lake area does not 
appear easy!  We are highly motivated!”  Andy Foster – Piercefield, NY. 12973 - 610-
308-5127 - fosterap16@gmail.com 
 
Showcase your ground source heat pump projects large and small.  NY-GEO 
Policy Advisory Board member Joanne Coons offers to help you include your 
geothermal project in a local tour as part of the National Solar Tour.  Coons calls it “An 
excellent opportunity to educate and raise awareness of clean heating and cooling 
using the natural heat from the ground. Contact ASES nkipple@ases.org, or I will be 
glad to answer questions.  We’ve participated since 2002 - J.coons359@gmail.com.  
2021 National Solar Tour forms are now open!  Sign up for your local Solar Tour today! 
Deadline to sign up is August 15th. 

mailto:fosterap16@gmail.com
mailto:nkipple@ases.org
mailto:J.coons359@gmail.com


 
 
Renewable Energy: Current and Future with Amory Lovins -  RMI’s (Rocky 
Mountain Institute) Co-founder (1982) and Chair Emeritus discusses a full array of 
renewable energy issues and unique insights into current and future strategies to reach 
a decarbonized world in this special presentation to the North Texas Renewable Energy 
Group. His 2-hour presentation is encouraging and thought provoking and should 
interest anyone interested in energy savings, building performance, electrification, 
transportation, alternate fuels, promising architecture etc. While not specifically 
mentioning ground source heat pumps until I hour 49 minutes, listeners will see why 
RMI is one of the leading lights on energy transformation. 
 
NGRID Gas Infrastructure – “National Grid plans to continue pursuing an expansion of 
a gas project in Greenpoint, Brooklyn, and more compressed natural gas injection sites 
to meet the growing demand for natural gas downstate, Politico New York reports. - The 
utility released an updated report Wednesday on its plans to serve peak gas demand on 
the coldest winter days...The 108-page report appears partly aimed at bolstering Grid’s 
effort to secure permits from New York City for new liquified natural gas vaporizers at an 
existing Greenpoint facility. — Marie J. French (2021 06 28 POLITICO Weekly NY & NJ 
Energy email) 
 
NYS ENERGY MOVE: Victoria Harmon, who has worked with Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 
administration on energy policy for seven years including closely with NYSERDA chair 
and former energy czar Richard Kauffman, departed in May and recently launched a 
consulting firm. VL Harmon Advisors will focus on the clean energy space. Harmon also 
partnered up with Global Strategy Group. Harmon worked on several key energy 
policies from REV to the Clean Energy Standard. She’s one of the latest departures 
from the administration’s energy team which has seen some reshuffling over the last 
year. — Marie J. French (2021 06 28 POLITICO Weekly NY & NJ Energy email) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hrs3OL4KD5w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hrs3OL4KD5w
https://cityandstateny.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b52bdb04e9be7d59c90a99a8e&id=e1e37980fe&e=fd9a9b9d40
http://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefId=%7B54D8C151-52D5-4BF4-B402-6EB0E2887F36%7D
https://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=b3bbbfdf47388915fc8b619821dede95724e8996c6211fb98bb6cea29ba284f3767a1a0bcade7ac3734ad00a0e0c412d
https://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=b3bbbfdf47388915b74ae0a8d11bd56ef76619472e01f154ce78a70ad35a44035542e6b524132571a0af4286a14989ae


 
Victoria Harmon 

 
Danish Non-Profit Offers Help with Greening District Heating Systems - “DBDH 
(Danish Board of District Heating) publishes Hot Cool, but the main business is helping 
cities or regions in their green transition.  We help you find specific answers for a 
sustainable district heating solution or integrate green technology into an existing district 
heating system.  Any city, or utility in the world, can call DBDH and find help for a green 
district heating solution suitable for their city. A similar system is often operating in 
Denmark, being the most advanced district heating country globally. DBDH then 
organizes visits to Danish reference utilities or expert delegations from Denmark to the 
city.  For real or virtually in webinars or in digital meetings.  DBDH is a non-profit 
organization - guidance is free of charge. Just call us  We'll love to help you district 
energize your city!”  Quote is from a DBDH email. 

http://www.e-pages.dk/dbdh/80/
https://dbdh.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=91cd6e6798d38c49879a03e20&id=aa1bdfcd69&e=b7cb750607


 
Department of Justice Backs Tar Sands Pipeline Approval -  The Biden 
administration filed a legal brief backing the Trump Administration’s approval of the Line 
3 tar sands pipline project. Indigenous groups and environmental activists fighting 
against the Line 3 tar sands pipeline were outraged. Nation World News Desk   

 
Resistance to Line 3 

 
“Oil & Gas Execs Are Struggling To Attract Investors And Blaming Clean Energy 
For Their Woes • The Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas released its Q2 2021 Energy 
Survey, and it makes one thing clear: Oil and gas companies are struggling to find 
investors. The report included some responses that oil and gas executives gave to a 
survey. [CleanTechnica] ”  Here’s one response: “We have relationships with 
approximately 400 institutional investors and close relationships with 100. 
Approximately one is willing to give new capital to oil and gas investment. The story is 
the same for public companies and international exploration. This underinvestment 
coupled with steep shale declines will cause prices to rocket in the next two to three 
years.” (from 2021 06 26 Green Energy Times) 

https://nationworldnews.com/biden-doj-backs-trump-era-approval-of-line-3-pipeline-opposed-by-environmental-groups/
https://cleantechnica.com/2021/06/25/oil-gas-execs-are-struggling-to-find-investments-and-blaming-clean-energy-for-their-woes/
http://www.greenenergytimes.net/


 
 

New York City Mayor’s Race – New York City’s top three Democratic mayoral 
contenders are demanding a manual recount of the June 22 primary election if the final 
vote count has narrow enough margins – a process that would be a first for the city in 
modern history, the New York Post reports.  (from 2021 06 21 – City & State First 
Read).  With New York's City's progressive Local Law 97 that limits the permissible 
climate impacts of buildings, as well as consideration being given to banning fossil fuels 
in new construction, NY's next Mayor has an important role to play in the transition to 
renewable heating and cooling. 

https://cityandstateny.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b52bdb04e9be7d59c90a99a8e&id=a3183ad1d3&e=fd9a9b9d40
https://www.cityandstateny.com/
https://www.cityandstateny.com/


 
 
AWESome EarthKind podcast: How can we do our part to lessen the use of gasoline - 
or even eliminate it altogether? Twyla Dell is a published author, environmental leader, 
and a fuel transition historian. She has written five environmental books and is 
podcasting and blogging on reducing gasoline use.. Listen via your favorite podcast 
playing app (Apple, Spotify, Google Podcast.) or visit the website at 
www.AWESomeEarthKind.com.  
 
Forbes Article Showcases Electrification of the Kitchen – by Jamie Gold - 
Contributor - Real Estate - “The National Kitchen & Bath Association, one of the leading 
trade organizations in this space, shows induction surpassing electric cooktops in 
popularity and coming within three percentage points of gas in its 2021 Design Trends 
report…As a senior California Building Industry Association executive told Scientific 
American, ‘The writing's on the wall. They're going to want electric space and water 
heating come 2026.’ The trend doesn’t stop there either. As the publication noted, the 
powerful California Air Resources Board is urging ‘stronger kitchen ventilation standards 
and electrification of appliances, including stoves, ovens, furnaces, and space and 

https://itunes.apple.com/podcast/id1526191292?mt=2&ls=1
https://open.spotify.com/show/02PbdcIJtofSlOTyNsX24t
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9hd2Vzb21lZWFydGhraW5kLmxpYnN5bi5jb20vcnNz?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwivrIy1zcnrAhUsg3IEHcojBrQQ9sEGegQIARAC
http://www.awesomeearthkind.com/
http://www.awesomeearthkind.com/
https://awesomeearthkind.com/podcasts/media-leader-electric-car-groundbreaker-with-rob-greenlee-libsyn/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jamiegold/
https://www.forbes.com/real-estate
https://nkba.org/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/california-is-closing-the-door-to-gas-in-new-homes/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/california-is-closing-the-door-to-gas-in-new-homes/


water heaters, in the 2022 code cycle for all new buildings.’Read the full article here.  
(Thanks to Sage Welch from the National Building Electrification Network and Sunstone 
Strategies for this tip) 

 
 
“China Is Facing Its Worst Power Shortage In A Decade. That’s A Problem For The 
Whole World• China is in the middle of a huge power crunch. Extreme weather, surging 
energy demands, and strict limits on the use of coal are delivering a triple blow to the 
nation’s electric power grid. It is a problem that could last for months and affect the 
world economy. [CNN] ”  (from 2021 06 30 Green Energy Times) 
 
Climate Updates 
 
There are many reasons our customers prefer geothermal heat pumps – saving money, 
superior comfort, health and safety.  Their impact in totally eliminating greenhouse gas 
emissions is also a key benefit for many customers, and a key reason New York State 
is providing incentives and attempting to rev up the heat pump market.  Just In! 
provides a limited number of important climate updates most weeks to keep you in the 
know on this crucial topic that is important to so many New Yorkers. 
 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/jamiegold/2021/06/30/heres-why-trend-setting-induction-technology-is-worth-considering-for-your-home/?sh=757814556753
http://www.sunstonestrategies.org/
http://www.sunstonestrategies.org/
http://www.sunstonestrategies.org/
https://www.cnn.com/2021/06/30/economy/china-power-shortage-intl-hnk/index.html
http://www.greenenergytimes.net/


6 Minute Video on Fighting the Climate War   “The Canadian climate campaigner 
Seth Klein and colleagues have produced a truly impressive video arguing that we need 
to respond to the climate crisis with the same vigor that we brought to beating fascism in 
the twentieth century.”  From Bill McKibben’s weekly New Yorker Climate Crisis Column 

 
 
“Next IPCC Report Details Irreversible Tipping Points While Politicians Wrangle • 
In the past, reports from the IPCC have been criticized for being too clinical and lacking 
a sense of urgency. Not this time. A draft of the upcoming report has been obtained by 
Agence France-Presse, according to The Guardian, and it pulls no punches. 
[CleanTechnica] “  From the article: “It says climate scientists are seeing greater 
evidence that global heating will trigger tipping points in Earth’s natural systems sooner 
than expected. Once those tipping points occur, widespread and possibly irrevocable 
disaster will follow, the draft report warns. ‘Life on Earth can recover from a drastic 
climate shift by evolving into new species and creating new ecosystems … humans 
cannot,’”  That last sentence was quoted by Climate Justice Working Group member 
Elizabeth Yeampierre in the Working Group’s June 28th presentation to NY’s Climate 
Action Council. (from 2021 06 26 Green Energy Times) 
 

https://link.newyorker.com/click/24321829.62456/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20vd2F0Y2g_dj1YVUp3NWNMeWZFayZtYmlkPSZ1dG1fc291cmNlPW5sJnV0bV9icmFuZD10bnkmdXRtX21haWxpbmc9VE5ZX0NsaW1hdGVfMDYzMDIxJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1hdWQtZGV2JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmYnhpZD01ZTYzYjRkNDA1ZTk0ZTA2NGY0OWJkMWImY25kaWQ9NjAyMzYwNDAmaGFzaGE9NjY2NjI3ZTYzOWE3ZTRlZjg2NTA1NzM0MzNkNWRkNzEmaGFzaGI9NTQ0MDMyOTY0NDBlNGI3NDYyYTZmZjkzYjc2NjkxNmRjNGRkODcwZSZoYXNoYz05OGY0MzQxM2Y5MTA0MDQ2NGQwMjllNmY1ZTk3ZDQ3MTZmMzliNDUxZmUyZDkxMDA1NTVkZGI2NTk0NGZmNGMyJmVzcmM9/5e63b4d405e94e064f49bd1bBeae52f90
https://www.newyorker.com/news/annals-of-a-warming-planet
https://cleantechnica.com/2021/06/25/next-ipcc-report-details-irreversible-tipping-points-while-politicians-wrangle/
http://www.greenenergytimes.net/


3 second video illustrating how small changes in average temperature translate to a 
“big change in extremes” is one element of this informative CNN article on the 
Northwest Heat Wave  (from 2021 06 29 Green Energy Times) 
 

 

 
 
Some Don’t Like It THAT Hot – The Yale researcher Jennifer Marlon, working with a 
team that included the eminent climate scientist Katharine Hayhoe, has published new 
research showing that the one type of weather that really gets Americans thinking about 

https://www.cnn.com/2021/06/28/weather/heat-waves-climate-change/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/06/28/weather/heat-waves-climate-change/index.html
http://www.greenenergytimes.net/
https://link.newyorker.com/click/24321829.


the climate crisis is long, dry heat waves.  From Bill McKibben’s weekly New Yorker 
Climate Crisis Column 

 
 
There is no such thing as 'moderate' climate policy – by David Roberts in Canary 
Media - There is no nonradical future available for the U.S. in decades to come. Our 
only choice is the proportions of the mix: action vs. impacts. The less action we and 
other countries take to address the threat, the more impacts we will all suffer.  Read the 
full article here. 
 

 

https://link.newyorker.com/click/24321829.62456/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2NpZW5jZWRpcmVjdC5jb20vc2NpZW5jZS9hcnRpY2xlL2Ficy9waWkvUzA5NTkzNzgwMjEwMDAyNjE_bWJpZD0mdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1ubCZ1dG1fYnJhbmQ9dG55JnV0bV9tYWlsaW5nPVROWV9DbGltYXRlXzA2MzAyMSZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249YXVkLWRldiZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJmJ4aWQ9NWU2M2I0ZDQwNWU5NGUwNjRmNDliZDFiJmNuZGlkPTYwMjM2MDQwJmhhc2hhPTY2NjYyN2U2MzlhN2U0ZWY4NjUwNTczNDMzZDVkZDcxJmhhc2hiPTU0NDAzMjk2NDQwZTRiNzQ2MmE2ZmY5M2I3NjY5MTZkYzRkZDg3MGUmaGFzaGM9OThmNDM0MTNmOTEwNDA0NjRkMDI5ZTZmNWU5N2Q0NzE2ZjM5YjQ1MWZlMmQ5MTAwNTU1ZGRiNjU5NDRmZjRjMiZlc3JjPQ/5e63b4d405e94e064f49bd1bBfaafbac6
https://www.newyorker.com/news/annals-of-a-warming-planet
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/there-is-no-such-thing-as-moderate-climate-policy/?utm_campaign=canary&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=137421972&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_0ZjzhrIJrW0X41zPftLEbLWEgGJ2Dj9FUpMyKxPD8nvxavPH1i5UiHUyOr0TLP6AcoaA3ZvgOKL5qM13L90ZYJhW-VQ&utm_source=newsletter


 
“Dozens Dead As Heatwave Shatters Records - Dozens of people have died in 
Canada amid an unprecedented heatwave that has smashed temperature records. On 
Tuesday, Canada recorded its highest ever temperature for a third straight day – 49.5°C 
(121°F) in Lytton, British Columbia. Before this week, the country had never passed 
45°C (113°F). [BBC] ”   (from 2021 06 30 Green Energy Times) 

 
 
And Then - “Lytton, Heatwave Record Village In Canada, Overwhelmingly Burned 
In Wildfire• A wildfire burned 90% of the village that recorded Canada’s highest ever 
temperature the day before, its MP says. Brad Vis said the fire had caused extensive 
damage to Lytton and to critical infrastructure around it. Jan Polderman, mayor of 
Lytton, said he expected that little will be left. [BBC] ”  (from 2021 07 02 Green Energy 
Times) 
 
ExxonMobil Lobbyist Details Climate Action Sabotage - A senior ExxonMobil 
lobbyist has been captured on camera revealing how the oil giant is using its power and 
influence to water down US climate legislation…he lobbied key senators to remove 
and/or diminish climate change measures from President Biden’s US $2 trillion 
infrastructure and jobs bill”  Regarding the company’s stated support for a climate tax - 
“it gives us a talking point. We can say well what is ExxonMobil for? Well we’re for a 
carbon tax. Carbon tax is not gonna happen. I have always said, and I’ve worked on 
climate change issues for twenty years. There’s a lot of talk around it and the bottom 
line is it’s going to take political courage, political will in order to get something done. 
And that just doesn’t exist in politics. It just doesn’t.”  See the full article here. 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-57654133
http://www.greenenergytimes.net/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-57678054
http://www.greenenergytimes.net/
http://www.greenenergytimes.net/
https://www.channel4.com/news/revealed-exxonmobils-lobbying-war-on-climate-change-legislation


 
Images from the article 

 
Productive Panic - “It’s 114° In Oregon. Time To (Productively) Panic• This weekend, 
in my formerly mild, rainy, Northwest state, we’re at a broiling 114° in Portland (similar 
to recent temps recorded in the arctic circle, which is even more frightening). The 
temperatures are not just record setting. They are off the charts. The previous city 
record is 107°. [CleanTechnica] ”  (from 2021 06 28 Green Energy Times) 

 
 

https://cleantechnica.com/2021/06/27/its-114-degrees-in-oregon-time-to-productively-panic/
http://www.greenenergytimes.net/

