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Just In! features three fresh news item summaries on the NY-GEO home page every 
Monday, with the ability to comment via the blog link in each summary. NY-GEO 
members get an advanced look at the Just In! articles, plus job & event listings and 
several bonus article summaries with links, usually on the Saturday before website 
publication. 
 
Please be sure to check out the Events and Career Opportunities section below and 
here on our website.  Several interesting new webinars coming up! 
 
Con Edison “Heat as a Service Financing” Initiative – in a One-Commissioner 
Order, Public Service Commission Interim Chair John Howard has authorized Con 
Edison to spend $5.9 million on 2 programs designed to help the company meet peak 
gas demand without building new gas infrastructure.  One is a Behavioral Demand 
Reduction initiative under which the utility will message 120,000 residential gas 
customers in advance of gas demand peaks, urging them to reduce gas use.  The 
second, the “Heat as a Service (HaaS) Financing” program is projected to shave almost 
3 times as much gas use on peak days.  Con Ed would provide marketing for vendors of 
“high-efficiency electric heating technology” that would be installed for free and owned 
and serviced by the vendor for a monthly fee from the customer.  

 
John Howard, PSC Interim Chair 

 
Biden Backs $1.2tn Infrastructure Bill but Places Big Condition – On June 24th, the 
NY Times ran an article noting the recently negotiated “skinny” infrastructure bill didn’t 
include climate/clean energy provisions.  However, on June 25th the BBC reported an 
interesting twist - “The president wants to enact another, roughly $6tn spending 
package that would roll in his party's priorities on climate change, education, paid leave 



and childcare benefits. It is being drafted by Senator Bernie Sanders, a self-described 
democratic socialist.  That measure is expected to include tax increases on the wealthy 
and corporations. It would be passed by a budget reconciliation process that would not 
require any Republican votes in the Senate.  The most powerful Democrat in the US 
House of Representatives, Speaker Nancy Pelosi, made clear they would not pass one 
bill without the other.  ‘There ain't going to be a bipartisan bill without a reconciliation 
bill,’ Mrs. Pelosi said.  Mr. Biden echoed that sentiment in later remarks from the East 
Room of the White House: ‘If this is the only thing that comes to me, I'm not signing it. 
It's in tandem.’" (from 2021 06 25 Green Energy Times) 
 

 
 
 
Quality of Life vs. Energy Efficiency – “…when it comes to customers, the first rule of 
selling energy efficiency is that you don’t talk about energy efficiency,…You talk about 
comfort, about getting rid of drafts in your bedroom. You talk about health from cleaner 
air and replacing fossil fuel–burning appliances in homes. The energy efficiency is what 
makes it affordable.”  This quote is from Andy Frank of Sealed, a firm that just raised 
$16 million in a new funding round.  Sealed, Bloc Power, and other companies having 
success combining weatherization and electrification, are featured in this insightful 
article by Jeff St. John in Canary Media that explores the psychology, scale and 
finances of transforming the housing sector.   



 
Credit: Canary Media 

 
 
Colorado Passes Labor-Backed Electrification Policy - June 21, 2021 DENVER — 
“Colorado Governor Jared Polis signed SB21-246 today, making his state the first in the 
nation to pass an electrification policy with support from organized labor. The Colorado 
BlueGreen Alliance-backed legislation will help Coloradans upgrade to efficient electric 
appliances, furnaces, and water heaters that keep their bills low and air clean.  “The 
transition to pollution-free buildings is a once-in-a-generation job creation opportunity for 
our members,” said IBEW Local 68 Business Manager Jeremy Ross. “As businesses 
and industry take advantage of new rebates and incentives to upgrade to modern and 
clean electric systems, they create demand for local, qualified electrical workers.” See 
the full article from the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) here.  And here’s a 
second NRDC article on Colorado renewable heating initiatives. 
 
Grist Report on the NGRID Downstate Gas Rate Case – by Emily Pontecorvo - This 
article focuses on the role of the North Brooklyn Pipeline in the rate case and goes on 
the outline several of the issues and initiatives in the Joint Proposal that is currently 
before Administrative Law Judges for the Public Service Commission. 



 
 
Geothermal Inquiry #1 – “Looking for information on doing a geothermal installation in 
a 150 unit condo building on landfill in Battery Park City in Manhattan.  This building has 
a 6600 sf backyard, allowing space for a well.  Need someone who can explain the 
basics and whether this is a realistic proposition.  Thanks for your time 
and consideration in this matter.”  Pat Smith 917-848-8990 - 
poppoppat1948@gmail.com” 
 
Geothermal Inquiry #2 – “Thanks for your help with this.  We gave up on geothermal 
for our house in Manhattan. We are installing air source heat pumps.  But we decided to 
try to install a system in a house we own outside the city.  It is a very small and very 
steep lot right on the Hudson river.  The address is 48 Riverside Avenue Haverstraw 
NY.  Dandelion told us they could not work there and that our only option would be 
installing a system under the river.  Our property does extend into the river.  Probably, 
the logistics and permitting process would make this impossible, but I figured I'd ask: do 
you know of a company or contractor who does underwater geothermal systems?” 
Tracy Butler - tracy@tracybutlermd.com 
 
NYSERDA Promotes Heat Smart Community Campaigns – “Last month the NYS 
Clean Heat campaign launched with the goal to raise awareness and shift perceptions 
around clean heating and cooling options. Communities like yours play an important 



role in helping to make the campaign a lasting success.  Working together, we can 
make it happen. But if you’re unsure where to start, partnering with a HeatSmart 
Community campaign in your local area can make all the difference. As a free, 
NYSERDA- supported community resource, HeatSmart Communities help guide area 
residents and businesses during the process of learning and transitioning to cleaner 
heating and cooling options as seamless and stress-free as possible.” 

 
For a great on-line version of this map, where a click will take you to information on the 

local program, click here. 
 



Geothermal Commercial Tax Credit Bill – Representative Thomas Suozzi (D-NY-3) 
has introduced H.R.3920 – “To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide 
tax credit parity for geothermal heat pump property”.  Commercial geothermal heating 
and cooling installations currently bring a 10% tax credit, while the solar commercial tax 
credit is 30%.  This drives tax credit investors interested in renewable energy to invest 
their capital in the solar sector.  It severely limits third party geothermal installations 
where systems are installed without any up-front cost to the home/building owner – a 
practice that has given a huge boost to solar installations.  Suozzi’s bill is cosponsored 
by Rep. Cole, Tom [R-OK-4],  Rep. Davis, Rodney [R-IL-13] and Rep. Tonko, Paul [D-
NY-20].  Thanks to NY-GEO member Amanda Schneck for this tip 

.  
Rep. Thomas Suozzi 

 
US Climate Alliance Building Decarbonization Roadmap Published – Produced by 
RMI, “The Roadmap outlines the key and supporting actions states can take, for both 
new construction and existing buildings. While developed specifically for USCA, the 
roadmap is a useful framework to outline the suite of policies and changes needed to 
decarbonize buildings across the board… Here's a direct link to the shorter brief, which 
covers the key points.”  



 
 
Codes for Climate – 2021 06 25 -  NBI and RMI launched today a new initiative called 
Codes for ClimateTM.  The initiative will support the development and adoption of 
construction codes and existing building performance standards for states and cities 
that are advancing beyond what the national model codes are developing.  It aims to 
deliver technical, policy, and implementation support for jurisdictions calling for Paris 
Agreement-aligned codes, standards, and policies to keep temperature rise under 1.5° 
degrees Celsius.  Thanks to Ralph DiNola of the New Buildings Institute for this tip. 



  
 
Geothermal/Solar Net Zero House for Sale  -  Our friend Susan Shea, a pioneer and 
early adopter, is selling her beautiful net zero home. “We didn't plan to sell but our 
children have settled out west and my husband has a part time job there.  The idea to 
travel between the two cities proved very difficult this past year.   So we have to part 
with this gem.” 

 
 



How Many Died in the Texas Storm? New Analysis Estimates 700 – “The true 
number of people killed by the disastrous winter storm and power outages that 
devastated Texas in February is likely four or five times what the state has 
acknowledged so far.  A BuzzFeed News data analysis reveals the hidden scale of a 
catastrophe that trapped millions of people in freezing darkness, cut off access to 
running water, and overwhelmed emergency services for days.The state’s tally currently 
stands at 151 deaths. But by looking at how many more people died during and 
immediately after the storm than would have been expected — an established method 
that has been used to count the full toll of other disasters — we estimate that 700 
people were killed by the storm during the week with the worst power outages.”  See the 
full article here. 

 
City of Denver Renewable Heating & Cooling Plan – Olivia Prentzel - The Colorado 
Sun - “As temperatures rose to triple digits in Denver Tuesday, the city’s Office of 
Climate Action, Sustainability, and Resiliency (CASR) released a plan outlining steps in 
which city residents can stay comfortable and safe through future heat waves — which 
are likely to get worse — without causing further damage to the environment.  About 
30% of Denver homes do not have air conditioning, most of which are older homes or 
those in low-income communities, according to the city. As temperatures continue to 
climb, those Denver’s residents will be vulnerable to health risks brought on by the 
excessive heat.   The report outlines steps to replace traditional gas space and water 
heating appliances with more efficient electric heat pumps powered by renewable 
energy, a process known as “beneficial electrification,” while prioritizing communities 
that are already in need.  “Transitioning to all-electric heat pumps, which provide both 



heating and cooling, is a smarter, more efficient investment to help residents stay cool 
in hotter summers and warm in the winter,” said Grace Rink, executive director of 
CASR. “With the increase in air pollution from intense and frequent wildfires, traditional 
cooling methods, like opening windows or using swamp coolers, are no longer healthy 
options.”  Full article here. Denver Renewable Heating & Cooling plan here. 

 
 
National Grid Bribery Investigation – “The New York State Public Service 
Commission (Commission) today released details of its investigation announced by 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo into National Grid's downstate gas business after several 
former National Grid employees were charged in a bribery and kickback scheme 
involving contracts worth tens of millions of dollars. ‘Based on the review of the 
complaint supporting the arrest of five former National Grid employees for soliciting and 
accepting from a contractor improper payments in connection with facilities department 
contracts in Long Island and New York City, sufficient questions are raised to warrant 
the commencement of this proceeding,’ said Commission Chair John B. Howard.  See 
the full press release here. 
 



Buffalo Mayoral Election – In a major upset in the Democratic primary, activist India 
Walton has defeated 4-term incumbent Mayor Byron Brown, the former chair of the NY 
State Democratic Party.  Curious about Walton?  This article by Danielle Tcholakian for 
Apple News gives a pre-election view of the candidate.  This article provides a post-
election view of the Buffalo mayoral landscape.  Here’s another article from City & State 
that includes a map of the city showing where Walton and Brown pulled their votes 
from.  And a Buffalo News article on a potential Brown write-in campaign for the general 
election.  Lastly – one more analysis from Politico.  As New York’s second largest city, 
Buffalo has enormous potential to help lead the state’s transition to renewable heating 
and cooling. 

 
 
Jobs. Jobs, Jobs - A new report from Clean Energy Canada finds that, if the country 
pushed hard for a renewable-energy switch, the new jobs created by 2030 would far 
outnumber those lost as fossil fuels decline.  From Bill McKibben’s weekly New Yorker 
Climate Crisis Column 
 
“The Fully Electric Future Of Landscape Maintenance • You have probably noticed 
the electric car ads on television and the news about automakers promising to go all-
electric in the next 10 years. You may not have noticed the same thing happening in the 
world of outdoor landscape maintenance equipment, but it is, and it’s happening faster. 
[CleanTechnica] ” (from 2021 06 20 Green Energy Times) 



 
American Green Zone Alliance 

 
AWESome EarthKind podcast: Did you know that cooking with gas can produce 
unhealthy levels of carbon monoxide? At 200 parts per million, gas emissions can even 
far exceed the federal maximum of 9 parts per million.Chef Chris Galarza is the 
Founder and Culinary Sustainability Consultant of Forward Dining Solutions LLC and is 
one of the country’s leading commercial kitchen electrification experts. . Listen via your 
favorite podcast playing app (Apple, Spotify, Google Podcast.) or visit the website at 
www.AWESomeEarthKind.com.  
 
 
Climate Updates 
 
There are many reasons our customers prefer geothermal heat pumps – saving money, 
superior comfort, health and safety.  Their impact in totally eliminating greenhouse gas 
emissions is also a key benefit for many customers, and a key reason New York State 
is providing incentives and attempting to rev up the heat pump market.  Just In! 
provides a limited number of important climate updates most weeks to keep you in the 
know on this crucial topic that is important to so many New Yorkers. 
 
 
 “The Fires Of The Past Foretell The Fires Of The Future • During the past two 
decades, we Coloradans have gotten used to billowing clouds of smoke over the 
mountains in summer. But 2020’s fires broke records. They seem to have usher in a 



whole new and terrifying ‘normal,’ when the fires start before summer, and they stay 
around in the fall. [Sierra Club] ” (from 2021 06 20 Green Energy Times) 

 
  
Is 120 degrees F Too Much Heat For Human Survival?  From Bill McKibben’s weekly 
New Yorker Climate Crisis Column – “…Palm Springs had tied its all-time heat record 
with a reading of a hundred and twenty-three degrees Fahrenheit. That’s hot—hotter 
than the human body can really handle. The day before, with temperatures topping a 
hundred degrees before noon, a hiker in the San Bernardino National Forest had keeled 
over and died. (quoting Dr. Rupa Basu, the chief of air-and-climate epidemiology at 
California’s Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment) ‘We talk a lot about 
biological adaptability, but as humans we’re not supposed to adapt to temps that 
high,…If your core body temp reaches a hundred and five, that means death can be 
imminent. As humans, we can only adapt so much. Once the air temperature is above a 
hundred and twenty, there’s only so much you can do, except rely on air-conditioning 
and other mitigation strategies. And that puts a lot of pressure on the power grid, and 
that could result in brownouts and blackouts. It’s not really a long-term, chronic solution. 
It’s just living for the moment and hoping it works.’”  McKibben also cites a “remarkable 



paper” done by Dr. Basu linking high temperatures with stillbirths, early births  and low 
birth weights in newborns. 
 
“Belgium Court Deems Inadequate Climate Policy A Human Rights Violation • 
Climate campaigners claimed a “historic victory” after a Brussels court condemned 
Belgium for its climate policy that breaches the country’s duty of care and human rights 
obligations. The verdict from the Court of First Instance followed a six-year legal battle. 
[EcoWatch] ”  (from 2021 06 20 Green Energy Times) 

 
 
“American West is drying out. Things will get ugly • A depleted Lake Mead 
illustrates the effects of a drought brought on by climate change. Stories are popping up 
across the West of possible rationing, coming restrictions and looming standoffs 
between farmers and the government over the most precious natural resource. [CNN] ”  
(from 2021 06 20 Green Energy Times) 



 
 
You’ve Got to Be Kidding… 
 
The Onion on the Termination of Keystone XL – Onion webpage -  

 “’It’s time to shift away from oil and focus on innovative alternatives for ruining the 
environment.’ Zana Downing • Paleontology Curator   

 ‘Wow, imagine wasting all those years fighting against something that never 
ended up getting made.’  Theo Sudbury • Ticket Scalper” 

 
 


