
2021 06 07  
 
Just In! features three fresh news item summaries on the NY-GEO home page every 
Monday, with the ability to comment via the blog link in each summary. NY-GEO 
members get an advanced look at the Just In! articles, plus job & event listings and 
several bonus article summaries with links, usually on the Saturday before website 
publication. 
 
Please be sure to check out the Events and Career Opportunities section below and 
here on our website.  Several interesting new webinars coming up! 
 
Samantha Bee Takes On the Gas Industry – This week, the TBS show Full Frontal 
with Samantha Bee aired a segment on the health impacts of gas stoves and how the 
gas industry is attempting to fight electrification.  Check out the 6-minute You’re Being 
Gaslit segment here on YouTube. 

 
 
Politico Predicts “No Big Climate Action in Albany This Year” - By MARIE J. 
FRENCH - 06/03/2021 - State lawmakers won’t take any big swings at fighting climate 
change this session, as they await a report from a key council and as pressure from 
advocates was muted because of the pandemic, “The inaction is not because 
Democratic lawmakers aren’t enthusiastic about fighting climate change, but they failed 
to coalesce around a plan and some key players preferred to wait for recommendations 
from a quasi-independent council.  ‘I’m hoping that we see a validation of the idea of a 
carbon tax from the climate council,’ said Assemblymember Steve Englebright (D-
Suffolk), who chairs the chamber's environmental conservation committee. ‘We need to 
have that third-party validation … If the public doesn’t see that as something in their 



best interest, you’ll see people who voted for it rejected.’  Full article from Politico New 
York. 

 
 
The case for up-front incentives to electrify everything in U.S. homes - by Jeff St. 
John | 3 June 2021 - A report from Rewiring America and the Center for American 
Progress asks policymakers to make electric appliance replacements as cheap and 
easy as possible. “Here’s a tip for electrifying every home in America as quickly as 
possible — make sure that neither up-front cost nor electrical service constraints get in 
the way of a homeowner choosing an electric appliance to replace the fossil-fueled one 
that just broke down.  Otherwise, you’ll have to wait a few decades for another chance 
for that household to make the electric-powered choice…A recent report from Rewiring 
America and the Coalition for Green Capital, a group supporting the creation of a $100 
billion national green bank, found that leveraging that federal lending power for building 
electrification over the next decade could create more than 750,000 direct and indirect 
jobs, while saving average households up to $750 per year.”  Read the Canary Media 
article here  
 
NY-GEO Support Statement for Settlement in NGRID Downstate Gas Case – On 
June 3rd NY-GEO filed a letter of support for the Joint Proposal (JP) negotiated in the 
rate case for National Grid’s downstate gas utilities.  The statement noted constraints in 
current state law, policy and precedent that make it difficult to impossible to negotiate 
rate case settlements that comply with the State’s Climate Law.  In that context the 
statement noted “…we have worked with other parties in this case, including the 



companies and staff, to negotiate important changes that can be built upon, and have 
signed on to the Joint Proposal in order assure acceptance and implementation of those 
changes.”  The negotiations attracted 90 parties, many of whom filed statements of 
opposition to the JP.  See opposition letters from the Alliance for a Green Economy 
(AGREE) here and the City of New York here.  The Environmental Defense Fund’s 
support statement can be found here. 
 
Geo Grid in Texas – 10-minute video on the geothermal grid at the Whisper Valley 
master planned community which is slated to include 5,000 homes.  Click here. 

 
 
Legislative progress on climate change divides political left -  Article by Zach 
Williams - 2021 06 01 – “There are two weeks left in the official 2021 legislative session, 
and environmentalists cannot agree on how best to use that time. Some lawmakers are 
focusing on a bill that would make it easier for manufacturers to sell electric vehicles. 
Advocacy groups are rallying Thursday outside the state Capitol in a last-ditch push to 
pass a proposed carbon tax this year. With the June 22 primary approaching, 
Democratic socialists are even making a city campaign issue out of the idea of making 
the New York Power Authority a bigger player in renewable energy.  (from 2021 06 01 – 
City & State First Read) 
 
Gas Bill Strike - Environmentalists launched a gas bill strike, pledging to withhold 
money from their monthly utilities in protest of National Grid’s controversial pipeline 
project beneath the streets of Brooklyn, the Brooklyn Paper reports.  “The protest, 
organized by a coalition of environmentalist groups under the moniker No North 
Brooklyn Pipeline, called on New Yorkers to keep $66 from their gas bills, the average 
amount the company’s 1.9 million downstate customers will have to pay in rate hikes to 
fund almost $129 million in construction costs National Grid wants to recover through 



increased rates.  The underground tube — officially dubbed the Metropolitan Natural 
Gas Reliability Project – began construction back in 2017, tearing up the streets along 
its seven-mile route beginning in Brownsville and continuing through Bedford-
Stuyvesant, Bushwick, and East Williamsburg, before its final destination which will 
connect to the company’s Maspeth Avenue depot at Newtown Creek.”  (from 2021 06 
04 – City & State First Read) 

 
Environmentalists launch a gas bill strike outside National Grid's MetroTech Center 
headquarters on June 1.  Photo by Kevin Duggan 
 
“Germany Plans To Invest Over €8 Billion In 62 Large-Scale Hydrogen Projects” • 
Germany’s Federal Ministry of Economics and the Federal Ministry of Transport 
selected 62 large-scale hydrogen projects, which are to be state-funded as part of a 
joint European hydrogen project. The funding, €8 billion, is made up of federal and state 
funds. [Green Car Congress]  (from 2021 05 31 Green Energy Times) 
 
Heat Pumps in District Heating Systems - In a new report from the European Celsius 
Initiative the integration of large-scale heat pumps in future district heating systems is 
examined.  The combination of district heating and heat pumps are foreseen to have a 
key role in the future energy systems and future district heating systems are predicted 
to have a larger number of heat pumps installed in the grids compared to today.  Read 
more here from Heat Pump Technologies (HPT) News.  
 
 
Climate Updates 
 



There are many reasons our customers prefer geothermal heat pumps – saving money, 
superior comfort, health and safety.  Their impact in totally eliminating greenhouse gas 
emissions is also a key benefit for many customers, and a key reason New York State 
is providing incentives and attempting to rev up the heat pump market.  Just In! 
provides a limited number of important climate updates most weeks to keep you in the 
know on this crucial topic that is important to so many New Yorkers. 
 
“Nations To Issue New Urgent Climate Call To Action • Recognizing that efforts to 
reach Paris Climate Accord goals are in jeopardy in part because of the recent boom in 
e-commerce and resulting transport sector growth, multiple nations will issue a 
collective urgent call to action. [CleanTechnica]” (from 2021 05 31 Green Energy Times) 
 
Here’s What 6 Feet of Sea Level Rise Looks Like – “Ana Teresa Fernández, an artist 
born in Mexico and now based in San Francisco, specializes in what she calls “social 
sculpture.” I was struck by her recent project “On the Horizon”: clear tubes, erected on 
the beach and filled with saltwater, which attempt to show passersby what the six feet of 
sea-level rise that scientists are projecting would actually look like.”  This link has a 2 
minute video on the project.  From Bill McKibben’s weekly New Yorker Climate Crisis 
Column 

 
 
“Climate Change Could Ignite A Financial Crisis, IMF Official Says • Climate 
change poses serious risks to the stability of the financial system, a senior International 
Monetary Fund official told CNN Business. Tobias Adrian, director of the its monetary 
and capital markets department, said the climate crisis could “absolutely” ignite a 
financial crisis. ” [CNN]  (from 2021 06 05 Green Energy Times) 
 


