
2020 08 20    Just In! 
 
NY-GEO ED Hoffer Featured in Buffalo News Business People Column – Each 
Sunday, the Buffalo News Business People section features ~16 promotions or hirings 
of interest to the local business community.  The hiring of NY-GEO’s new Executive 
Director Christine Hoffer was included in the August 14th edition of the News. 

 
. 
NYSEG-RGE Geothermal District Energy System Report – LaBella Associates, in 
partnership with the GreyEdge Group, LLC and Aztech Geothermal, have produced a 
study on geothermal district energy as required in the NYSEG/RG&E most recent rate 
case settlement.  The 80 page study identified 3 sites in the utilities’ service area that 
best met the following weighted criteria:” load diversity (20%), on-site thermal resources 
(15%), expandability (15%), risk (15%), building diversity (10%), potential for ease of 
conversion (10%), and on-site electric resources for PV (5%).”  The potential sites are in 
Rochester, Ithaca and Norwich, the Chenango County seat.  Study direct download link 
here.   

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocuments.dps.ny.gov%2Fpublic%2FCommon%2FViewDoc.aspx%3FDocRefId%3D%257b9DE604CE-4AD4-4ACB-AAEB-756FCBC6B8A9%257d&data=05%7C01%7CDMM%40dps.ny.gov%7C18b699656ca64973852708da7d4a1c91%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C637960054506919118%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SZnoTzn3HPkgdhkPKoAluVUdstbQveD4k3yHu5v7%2B%2FY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocuments.dps.ny.gov%2Fpublic%2FCommon%2FViewDoc.aspx%3FDocRefId%3D%257b9DE604CE-4AD4-4ACB-AAEB-756FCBC6B8A9%257d&data=05%7C01%7CDMM%40dps.ny.gov%7C18b699656ca64973852708da7d4a1c91%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C637960054506919118%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SZnoTzn3HPkgdhkPKoAluVUdstbQveD4k3yHu5v7%2B%2FY%3D&reserved=0


 
Boston to Ban Fossil Fuels in New Builds – Maria Rachall – Smart Cities Dive - 
“Boston buildings are going electric.  Mayor Michelle Wu announced this week that her 
city will ban fossil fuels from new building projects and large-scale renovations — 
meaning heating, cooling and cooking must be electric.”  Tip from Peter Jensen at the 
National Building Electrification Network and Sunstone Strategies  Full article here. 

 
New York AFL-CIO Endorses $4.2B Environmental Bond Act – Nick Reisman – 
“State of Politics - A plan to borrow $4.2 billion to help gird New York's waterways and 
other infrastructure against the worsening effects of climate change has picked up more 
support from labor.  -  The New York State AFL-CIO this week officially endorsed the 
bond act, being put to voters this November...Supporters of the bond act, a long-
gestating proposal first announced by then-Gov. Andrew Cuomo but delayed amid the 
pandemic, have pointed to the jobs that could be created by the spending to bolster 
waterways and wetlands as well as municipal and wastewater infrastructure projects.”  
(from 2022 08 12 – City & State First Read)  Full article here.  
 

 

https://www.smartcitiesdive.com/news/boston-new-building-standards-eliminate-fossil-fuels-new-construction/629842/
https://nystateofpolitics.com/state-of-politics/new-york/ny-state-of-politics/2022/08/18/new-york-afl-cio-endorses--4-2b-environmental-bond-act?utm_source=First+Read+Newsletters&utm_campaign=466c96da5b-First_Read_Tonight_081822&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_252d27c7d1-466c96da5b-34694124&mc_cid=466c96da5b&mc_eid=fd9a9b9d40


 
Which states have the most heat pumps? – Maria Virginia Olano – Canary Media - 
“More than 17 million U.S. homes have central heat pumps. Most of them are in states 
you might not expect… Heat pumps’ popularity in Southern states is due in part to the 
fact that many homes in the South are already all-electric; they don’t have gas 
connections. The South is the U.S. region that’s most reliant on electricity for heating 
and least reliant on direct use of gas or other fossil fuels. Another factor at play is the 
age of housing stock.  As Bloomberg News recently explained, ‘States where a lot of the 
housing was built before World War II, and where gas distribution networks were 
established long ago, are less likely to have a lot of all-electric homes.’”  Full article 
here. 
 

 
 
  

https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/heat-pumps/chart-which-states-have-the-most-heat-pumps?utm_campaign=canary&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=222807232&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8A0NaGTa3VaqIAuYPvNBDeB7WDpOyawDV1FdNojGf1K53eL2DL72iWOsUo6T5Xe_AUi1eOY96APZbzf64okKIpvnmlRQ&utm_source=newsletter
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/heat-pumps/chart-which-states-have-the-most-heat-pumps?utm_campaign=canary&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=222807232&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8A0NaGTa3VaqIAuYPvNBDeB7WDpOyawDV1FdNojGf1K53eL2DL72iWOsUo6T5Xe_AUi1eOY96APZbzf64okKIpvnmlRQ&utm_source=newsletter


Zeldin Seeks Reversal of NY's Ban on Fracking – Nick Reisman – State of Politics – 
“Republican candidate for governor Lee Zeldin is pressing for a reversal of New York's 
ban on a controversial natural gas extraction process, … put in place administratively in 
2014 by then-Gov. Andrew Cuomo and in law by the Democratic-controlled Legislature 
last year.  the proposal is among a handful of Zeldin's stated economic goals if elected 
governor this November.”  (from 2022 08 18 – City & State First Read)   Full article 
here. 

 
 

 
  

https://nystateofpolitics.com/state-of-politics/new-york/ny-state-of-politics/2022/08/17/zeldin-seeks-reversal-of-new-york-s-ban-on-natural-gas-drilling
https://nystateofpolitics.com/state-of-politics/new-york/ny-state-of-politics/2022/08/17/zeldin-seeks-reversal-of-new-york-s-ban-on-natural-gas-drilling
https://nystateofpolitics.com/state-of-politics/new-york/ny-state-of-politics/2022/08/17/zeldin-seeks-reversal-of-new-york-s-ban-on-natural-gas-drilling


More on the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022: 
 
NY-GEO Joins Statement Praising Historic Climate Investments in Inflation 
Reduction Act (IRA) – 45 groups applaud investments to build clean energy future and 
healthier homes, call for further action on climate, protections for frontline communities.  
Calling the IRA “a national turning point in [the] effort to combat climate change”, 45 
organizations issued a statement celebrating the signing of the bill.  From the statement 
issued immediately after President Biden signed the IRA on Tuesday August 16th:  “The 
Inflation Reduction Act is a historic investment in the technologies and jobs required to 
build our clean energy future, and its passage signals a turning point in the national 
effort to combat climate change. Our groups celebrate the climate investments in the 
act, commend the Biden administration and Congress for their leadership, and call for 
additional measures to protect frontline communities.”  Full statement here. 
 

 
 
  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OdW85HcUpelBlMua7USQT8jSXzD6Z3VaYjf4pmIR-IA/edit


Canary Media In-Depth Look at Manufacturing Incentives – Jeff St. John – “The 
$369 billion in climate and energy funding in the Inflation Reduction Act… isn’t just 
poised to be the biggest-ever U.S. investment in combatting climate change.  It also 
promises to deliver for the first time a comprehensive U.S. clean energy industrial policy 
— a plan to transform the country from a laggard to a leader in making the technologies 
vital to combatting climate change.  So say experts involved in crafting the core features 
of roughly $60 billion in tax credits and lending authority that the bill would direct to 
turbocharging U.S. clean energy industries.”  Full article here.  
 

 
 
IRA Implementation Keys – Andy Frank, founder and President of Sealed, writes on 
how private capital and five key IRA implementation principles can help bring energy 
efficiency and electrification benefits to all American households!  These five principles 
include Speed, Sustainability, Performance, Equity, and Co-Investment.  “  Full article 
and detailed explanation of each principle here!  
 
  

https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/clean-energy/climate-bill-could-revolutionize-us-cleantech-manufacturing-heres-how?utm_campaign=canary&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=222621741&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-89e2AvcF3gaJJ_9GBTSCZnRb-ZiyF3mG1ETbxlm7FdEGDImeU6C8bTDaUxzmFpjxw7ZCBFljSqdG13QFvMUBeFrECjnA&utm_source=newsletter
https://sealed.com/inflation-reduction-act-home-electrification/
https://sealed.com/inflation-reduction-act-home-electrification/


New US Department of Energy Office of State and Community Energy Programs – 
“The Office of State and Community Energy Programs aims to significantly accelerate 
the deployment of clean energy technologies to reduce energy costs for households 
and businesses while catalyzing local economic development and create high-quality 
jobs. With nearly $6 billion in grants for states, Tribal nations, territories, local 
governments, school districts, and nonprofits, DOE is investing in projects that reduce 
energy costs as well as increase access to clean energy for low-income households, 
businesses, schools, nonprofits, and communities.” 

 
 
 
 
 
Rewiring America Posts Savings Calculator – Quoting an email from Jamal Lewis of 
Recharging America:  “…the IRA [Inflation Reduction Act] incudes a number of 
consumer facing incentives that will supercharge the electrification movement all across 
the country.  To help consumers understand these incentives, Rewiring America has 
just released a Savings Calculator!  The Calculator tells consumers which incentives 
apply to them, how much they’ll save on electrification investments by utilizing IRA 
incentives, when consumers can claim these incentives, and what their estimated 
annual bill savings will be by electrifying their lives.  Check out the Savings Calculator 
here!”  While NY-GEO can’t vouch for the accuracy of the calculated savings, which 
depend greatly on the characteristics of a given building/vehicle combination, Rewiring 
America has taken a bold first step in helping Americans imagine the how they can 
benefit from the IRA.  Note from NY-GEO Board member John Ciovacco: “I really 
appreciate the in-depth work of Rewiring America for the application of the IRA to 
disadvantaged communities”. The chart below from the website is an informative listing 
of incentives in the IRA. 

https://www.energy.gov/scep/office-state-and-community-energy-programs
https://www.rewiringamerica.org/app/ira-calculator
https://www.rewiringamerica.org/app/ira-calculator


 



Norton Rose Fulbright - Opportunities in the Inflation Reduction Act – “Tax 
benefits on some 2022 projects will be higher than expected. The tax equity market will 
look different. Construction may slow on projects that would qualify for higher tax credits 
if they are not completed until next year.”  Extensive article here   
 
From NY-GEO Board member and Aztech Geothermal President John Ciovacco:  “I find 
Norton Rose Fulbright to be the best source for big project finance and big for-profit 
business information about the IRA.”0 
 
Q&A from Norton Rose Webinar – Also from Norton Rose Fulbright – David Burton 
and Hilary Lefko – “During our webcast on the tax provisions of the Inflation Reduction 
Act of 2022 (H.R. 5376) (the “IRA”), we received over 800 questions. Please read our 
answers to those that are of the broadest interest to the renewable energy industry.”  
Thanks to NY_GEO ED Christine Hoffer for this tip.  Read the full Q&A. 
 

 
 
  

https://sites-nortonrosefulbright.vuturevx.com/e/2oky74yeaehlfa/bb2adc18-b316-4094-9be4-0783f665e7e3
https://sites-nortonrosefulbright.vuturevx.com/e/iiuwi8infseqbg/b21a2df4-e25e-4566-8c67-5634850e7c59


New York’s Climate and Energy Goals Would Get Jolt with Federal Bill’s Green – 
Samantha Maldonado – The City – “The…Inflation Reduction Act marks the most 
significant federal action on climate change yet. What does it mean locally?... Senate 
Majority Leader Chuck Schumer told THE CITY in an interview that the legislation could 
be a boon for New York’s Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act, which 
was signed into law three years ago… ‘It’s going to help implement the CLCPA because 
one of the things missing in the CLCPA was enough money to implement it,’ Schumer 
said. ‘Now there will be plenty of money to help.’”   Full article here.  

 
 
Hot deals: A Consumer’s Guide to the New Climate Law - By Corbin Hiar, Benjamin 
Storrow E&E News - The landmark Inflation Reduction Act that President Joe Biden 
signed into law this week includes $369 billion for climate and energy programs — tens 
of billions of which are intended to directly benefit American consumers.  Those 
subsidies for homeowners, low-income Americans and even farmers are sprinkled 
throughout the sprawling package, which modeling suggests could cut U.S. emissions 
of planet-warming gases 40 percent from 2005 levels by the end of the decade.  Tip 
from Peter Jensen at the National Building Electrification Network and Sunstone 
Strategies  Full article here. 
 
  

https://www.thecity.nyc/environment/2022/8/11/23302492/new-yorks-climate-and-energy-goals-advance-with-inflation-reduction-act
https://www.eenews.net/articles/hot-deals-a-consumers-guide-to-the-new-climate-law/


IRA Impact on Battery Storage – The White House released the graphic below 
showing the expected increase in U.S. Battery Stroage Capacity from the Inflation 
Reduction Act: 

 
 
 
 
 
  



Contractor’s Corner: 
 
NYS 2022 Residential Geothermal Tax Credit Form Out in December or January – 
NY-GEO has been getting inquiries from installers about the availability of the form to 
be used to take the 25%-up-to-$5,000 tax credit on residential geothermal systems 
installed in 2022. We called the NYS Department of Taxation & Finance. They say the 
2022 forms, which should include the geothermal heat pump tax credit form, should be 
up on their website in December or January, but not before then. The geothermal heat 
pump tax credit form will be very similar to the one for the NYS Residential Solar Energy 
System Equipment Credit which has the same 25% up to $5000 limit. Solar credit 
information can be found here. 
 
NYSERDA Residential Financing Program – From a NYSERDA email – “NYSERDA 
is getting closer to the rollout of our new web-based ProForma, to support the Green 
Jobs – Green New York (GJGNY) Residential Financing Program.  The new platform, 
called Web ProForma Plus, will replace the current Excel ProFormas.   Due to some 
technical issues the launch of the Web ProForma Plus will be delayed until September 
14, 2022. A step-by-step Web ProForma Plus User Manual and a pre-recorded training 
video will be posted on the Resources for Participating Contractors page upon the Web 
ProForma Plus launch.  NYSERDA will be hosting live training sessions on the new 
platform to provide contractors with an in-depth walk through of the process. Information 
relating to these training sessions (dates, times, and meeting links) will be sent out in 
the coming weeks…   If you have any questions about these changes, please reach out 
to residential.financing@nyserda.ny.gov, or contact Heather Clark, 518-862-1090 Ext. 
3253. 

 
 
  

https://www.tax.ny.gov/pit/credits/solar_energy_system_equipment_credit.htm#:~:text=How%20much%20is%20the%20credit,for%20up%20to%20five%20years
https://click.nyserda.ny.gov/?qs=7de1435b70d8af756e1dfce6f6494c9286cc5ae747e52f8a96f4f505cb722ed6f5c019cffca7ee29c9a801b2c1a2e1b44d5f9e3c9cf4c9e8
mailto:residential.financing@nyserda.ny.gov?subject=
mailto:heather.clark@nyserda.ny.gov?subject=


Bill Martin’s One-Pager Series - #11 - Bill Martin is the President of California GEO.  
He has put together a series of colorful one-page primers on various aspects of 
geothermal heating and cooling.  We’ve been providing links to the 16 part series and 
this week’s edition focuses on How GHPs' Performance Beats Anything Else  - 
Performance 2 of 3 

.  
 
  

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Geo-Heat-Pumps--Performance-and-Efficiency--2-of-3.html?soid=1129632978487&aid=DZY70IFeLQo
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Geo-Heat-Pumps--Performance-and-Efficiency--2-of-3.html?soid=1129632978487&aid=DZY70IFeLQo


Climate Updates: 
 
Poll: Hispanics/Latinos and African-Americans Are More Alarmed/Concerned by 
Global Warming – The Yale Center for Climate Change Communication has “ found 
that Hispanics/Latinos (69%) and African Americans (57%) are more likely to be 
Alarmed or Concerned about global warming than are Whites (49%). In contrast, Whites 
are more likely to be Doubtful or Dismissive (27%) than are Hispanics/Latinos (11%) or 
African Americans (12%).”  Full article here. 
 

 

https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/publications/race-and-climate-change/


 
Climate Endgame: Exploring Catastrophic Climate Change Scenarios – Luke 
Kemp et. al. - Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences (PNAS) – “Prudent 
risk management requires consideration of bad-to-worst-case scenarios. Yet, for climate 
change, such potential futures are poorly understood. Could anthropogenic climate 
change result in worldwide societal collapse or even eventual human extinction? 
…Analyzing the mechanisms for these extreme consequences could help galvanize 
action, improve resilience, and inform policy, including emergency responses. We 
outline current knowledge about the likelihood of extreme climate change, discuss why 
understanding bad-to-worst cases is vital, articulate reasons for concern about 
catastrophic outcomes, define key terms, and put forward a research agenda.”  Thanks 
to Anne Rabe from NYPIRG for this tip.  Full article here. 

 

https://www.pnas.org/doi/full/10.1073/pnas.2108146119


 
 
New York City is Looking at ‘Band-Aid’ Solutions to Extreme Weather in the Near  
Future - The city’s chief climate officer said there’s a long timeline ahead of more 
extensive infrastructure upgrades. - Annie McDonnough - City & State - At a joint New 
York City Council hearing today, the city’s chief climate officer acknowledged that the 
city will be forced to respond to – rather than prevent – the harm to residents and 
infrastructure that extreme weather like flooding and heat waves can inflict. 

 
 
Frequent Sources for Just In!: 
Green Energy Times 
City & State First Read 
POLITICO Weekly NY & NJ Energy email) 
Bill McKibben’s weekly New Yorker Climate Crisis Column 
Canary Media  
National Building Electrification Network & Sunstone Strategies 
The Guardian 
 

https://cityandstateny.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b52bdb04e9be7d59c90a99a8e&id=af0adf0f29&e=fd9a9b9d40
http://www.greenenergytimes.net/
https://www.cityandstateny.com/
https://www.politico.com/states/new-york
https://www.newyorker.com/news/annals-of-a-warming-planet
https://www.canarymedia.com/
http://www.sunstonestrategies.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/aug/06/first-thing-signs-that-gulf-stream-is-at-risk-of-collapse

