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Will we still be using gas in 85 years?   

Bob Wyman Statement at 2019 02 13 PSC hearing on Con Ed Westchester Gas Moratorium 

On the day I was born in 1953, 65 years ago, coal heated the hospital in which I was born and the 

building in which I lived for the first few years of my life. But, in 1958, when my parents bought us a 

new house, they invested in a brand-new oil furnace to replace the then 50-year old coal system. About 

20 years later, they replaced that oil burner with a new one and about 20 years after that they finally 

switched to gas. Today, with both my parents dead, my sisters and I may replace that now old gas 

furnace with a heat pump -- to make our old home easier to sell. 

There are certainly many who say they want gas today -- just like my parents wanted oil back in 

the 50’s or gas in the 90’s. But, “How long will they want it?” Gas furnaces only last about 20 years 

before they must be replaced. Will those who want gas today still want it in 20 years? Or will they, like 

my parents did twice, want to switch to something better? 

When we make decisions about gas infrastructure, we need to look much farther into the future 

than a mere 20 years. While a home owner might change furnaces every 20 years and a commercial 

building might do so every 30 or 40 years, ConEd charges you and me, their rate payers, for their costs 

over a 65 to 85-year period. If those who install gas today decide to switch to something else, 20 or even 

40 years from now, ConEd will continue, for several more decades, to collect payments for the 

abandoned gas services and main extensions. 

Is anyone who asks for gas today willing or even able to commit to pay ConEd’s costs over the 

next 85 years? Is anyone here willing to commit their children or grandchildren to making those 

payments? No. Most of us will be dead long before those costs are paid off. 

 We have no right to install new gas infrastructure today. 
 We must choose the cleaner, more sustainable, more responsible alternative. 
 We must choose heat pumps and Beneficial Electrification. 


