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The New York Geothermal Energy Organization (NY-GEO) is a non-profit trade association representing 
geothermal heat pump (GHP) installers, manufacturers, distributors, drillers, consultants and industry 
stakeholders from throughout New York State and beyond.    Thank you for the opportunity to express 
our thoughts on alternatives to gas expansion in Westchester County as part of today’s session. 
 
NY-GEO is excited to see that Con Ed has chosen two significant geothermal heat pump projects in 
recent gas related proceedings before the PSC.  In addition, Con Ed has implemented Rider Z – a 
residential electric rate that will limit the cost of running geothermal heat pumps based on the low 
demands that geothermal systems make on the electric grid.  
 
The first project was approved in the PSC’s February 7th order on the Smart Solutions initiative.   It 
provides funding for the installation of 8,800 geothermal systems in Westchester County between now 
and 2024.   
 
The second is part of the Gas Innovation Program, which is being considered by the Commission.  This 
proposal would install 200 clustered geothermal systems in an effort to test the theory that clustering 
installations can reduce overall costs. 
 
We salute the company for proposing these projects in conjunction with the two vendors who proposed 
them as part of Con Ed’s request for proposals on their initiatives.  In addition to these two vendors, NY-
Geo is aware of several other installers capable of working in Westchester, who can be available to meet 
demand in the area designated for a moratorium.  NY-GEO pledges to work with the Company and the 
Commission to develop the capacity to meet the heating needs of new customers as well as those who 
wish to switch from heating oil and propane. 
 
Our organization has been very active wherever possible in New York’s policy discussions and rate cases 
making the point that heat pumps are a viable option to replace fossil fuel burning.   It is important for 
the public to realize that burning fossil fuels to heat buildings creates about a third of the greenhouse 
gas emissions produced in New York State.  It is admirable that Governor Cuomo is setting ambitious 
goals so we can all do our part to provide a livable climate for our children and generations to come.  
But it will take a massive effort to reach those goals and there is no time to delay.    
 
In this context, adding new fossil fuel burning infrastructure that ratepayers will be paying off for 60 to 
80 years is simply not responsible, when it can be avoided.   We stand ready to help provide an 
alternative that is clean, affordable, reliable, comfortable, and sustainable.   
 
Thank You   

    Executive Director, New York Geothermal Energy Organization   


