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After some years of sluggish growth, the 
LNG sector is coming back to life. This 
growth is being stimulated by various 
changes in market conditions, while 
technological and regulatory changes are 
also exerting a strong influence.  

New LNG vessels and vessel types are 
also emerging, as are new forms of 
infrastructure together with new uses and 
roles for LNG. These include use of 
LNG as fuels for shipping and road 
haulage, and closer integration with 
conventional gas infrastructure. 

In this special Briefing, NewsBase 
looks more closely at the current state of 
LNG shipbuilding, bunkering and 
trucking and their overall effects on gas 
markets. We look at the trends and the 
influences, why they are occurring, and 
what we may expect to happen next. 

 
Key issues 
NewsBase will examine the state of the 

shipbuilding market for LNG carriers and 
floating storage regasification units 
(FSRUs). The briefing will ask why 
market operators are developing FSRUs 
and where the fastest growth can be seen. 
(See: Floating flexibility, page 2) 

Next, NewsBase will take a look at the 
bunkering and haulage sector, and 
ponder why this rather specialist market 
is emerging. The briefing will determine 
whether the trends are regional or global 
and what the next steps will be in terms 
of growth, market standards and 
harmonisation. (See: Moving ahead, 
page 5) 

Changing regulations is a major 
concern, and NewsBase will identify 
what legislative changes are driving the 
use of LNG in shipping and road 
haulage. The briefing assesses why 
legislation is being passed and with what 
objectives, before considering how 
market operators can comply with the 

rules. (See: Fuelling change, page 6) 
Following this, NewsBase will take 

stock of the current state of LNG 
infrastructure. The briefing will examine 
how supply infrastructure for vessels and 
hauliers is developing and consider their 
targets and objectives. (See: Hybrid 
technology, page 7) 

Finally, NewsBase will assess the 
implications of all these LNG 
developments on gas prices and market 
dynamics. NewsBase will ask whether 
LNG used in shipping and trucking could 
be priced differently from the wider gas 
market and forecasts how these LNG 
prices might evolve in the future. (See: 
Reacting to competition, page 9) 

NewsBase will then consider what 
emerging market influences could drive 
longer-term trends in the LNG 
infrastructure sector. (See: Innovation 
and flexibility, page 11, What’s next? 
page 13)

Construction of LNG carriers and float-
ing storage regasification units (FSRUs) 
has seen a mini-boom in the last year or 
two. After a period of weak and 

unpredictable trends owing to the global 
economic malaise, the construction 
sector has burst firmly back into life.  

But what is the present structure of the 

industry? What is driving this recovery? 
And how will we see the construction 
industry evolve in the years ahead?

INTRODUCTION  

New technology, new markets 
The LNG sector is recovering in Europe, with innovative vessel technology and new roles 
for the fuel 
Power companies face new emissions regulations, while market structure is changing 
NewsBase will examine the shipbuilding market, LNG infrastructure and how prices will be affected 
LNG offers innovative ways for European gas market to improve flexibility and win new customers 
 

LNG SHIPBUILDING 

Floating flexibility 
State-of-the art floating technology gives flexibility and fast access to market for LNG 
market players 
Strong underlying demand is pushing the construction of new LNG carriers and FSRUs 
Developers and shipbuilders are now sharing new technology more efficiently 
Floating LNG technology can now offer a high rate of response to customer needs 
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The LNG bunkering and trucking market 
is still in the early stages of its evolution. 
It is being led mainly by EU market 
operators, and was precipitated to some 
extent by an attempt to compensate for 
low demand for LNG and gas seen in the 
EU in 2012/2013.  

Capacity utilisation rates at European 
LNG import terminals fell to extremely 
low levels in 2013, and many operators 
felt that they had to do something to 
recover the lost business by finding new 
uses and functions for the terminals.  

Yet as well as filling up a gap created 
by low demand for LNG from the power 
generation and industrial sectors, LNG 
bunkering and trucking have strong 
merits in terms of compliance with the 
above-mentioned regulatory measures 
related to NOx and SOx emissions.  

 All market operators are aware of the 
approaching legislation, and hence the 
obligations which are placed on EU LNG 

operators in terms of compliance. 
Additionally, LNG is a more efficient 
fuel from the point of view of prolonging 
ship engine lives. 

 
Growing market 
Although still in the early stages of 
evolution, the market is growing. 

Belgian LNG importer Fluxys Group 
commented to NewsBase in recent 
remarks that it was moving forward with 
plans to develop its Zeebrugge LNG 
terminal into a hub for the supply of 
LNG to ships and trucks.  

A second jetty for supply is being built 
at the terminal and will be operational in 
2015.  

The Zeebrugge LNG terminal has 
1,847 truck loadings of LNG booked for 
2014 under an auction programme 
conducted in late 2013. Fluxys is also 
building the Dunkirk LNG terminal, 
which will be completed in 2015. 

Swedish operator Swedegas is building 
the Gothenburg LNG terminal, which 
will include a focus on the LNG 
bunkering sector. In recent comments to 
NewsBase, Swedegas said that it 
expected that the focus within the marine 
sector would be ‘demand from new 
ships, not from retro-fitted ships’. 

Other key market operators leading the 
sector’s evolution in the EU include 
French operator Elengy. Its primary 
focus is in the trucking sector.  

It implemented a full LNG road 
transportation supply system at its 
Montoir-de-Bretagne LNG import 
terminal in western France in 2013, and 
has also now in June 2014 effected an 
LNG trucking supply system at its Fos 
Tonkin LNG terminal on the French 
Mediterranean coast.  

Elengy stated in its related press 
release that the “promising market for 
road-transported LNG, and more 
generally, retail LNG, is estimated at 60 
million tonnes per year by 2025 in the 
world, compared [with] 5 million tonnes 
today.” 

Elengy estimates that “such activity 
would represent 13% of global LNG 
market by 2025.”  

Elengy also anticipates the use of LNG 
as “the fuel of the future for road, marine 
and waterway transport fleets or as an 
economic and environmentally friendly 
fuel for industrial sites and isolated 
communities, in France and in Italy.”  

Various initiatives for the use of LNG 
for shipping and trucking have also been 
under way in Antwerp and Hamburg. 

 
LNG bunkering in Norway 
Source: Mercator Media

BUNKERING AND TRUCKING 

Moving ahead 
Bunkering and trucking is picking up the slack at European LNG terminals with low 
capacity utilisation 
Bunkering and trucking is picking up the slack at European LNG terminals with low capacity utilisation 
Fluxys, Swedegas and Elengy are driving the bunkering and trucking market forward 
The sector can expect continued growth, often with increasing state support 
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