
Ride On, King Jesus

HB03282023 English Horn / Piano

African American Spiritual
Arranged by Charles J. Torian, Jr.

An African American spiritual with words resembling Ride On, King Jesus was known during the
American Civil War, though it remained unpublished until 1867 when it appeared as No Man Can
Hinder Me in the collection Slave Songs of the United States (A. Simpson & Co., New York). The
tune, however, is not one commonly heard today.

Five years later, in 1872, New York publishers Biglow and Main came out with Jubilee Songs
Complete as Sung by the Jubilee Singers of Fisk University which contained an unaccompanied
melody line with three verses of Ride On, King Jesus. It is this version that has gained wide
acceptance and serves as the melodic basis for this arrangement. The piano accompaniment has
been freely improvised. 
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