
Wedding
Planning

"I loooooove it. Everything I need to plan my wedding."

T H E  T O P  1 0  E S S E N T I A L

T I P S  E V E R Y  B R I D E  N E E D S  T O  K N O W



YAY!
YOU ' RE  GE T T I NG  MARR I ED !

Congrats on your engagement! We know that planning your big day can
feel daunting and at times overwhelming. We've been there too!

Luckily, you've got us on hand now to help you through the process!

You might be familiar with our wedding planner books. They're designed
to guide you through the entire process of planning your big day!

We wanted our planners to be dedicated to letting you know what to do
and when and allowing you the space to record all of your planning ideas,
notes and confirmed details.

And sooooo, in this booklet you'll find some of our best planning tips! We
hope you'll find them helpful!

If you're interested in a planner book to help you stay totally in control of
your planning process every step of the way, you can find our wedding
planner books at: www.simplyweddingplanners.com.

Wishing you every success planning your big day! 

http://www.simplyweddingplanners.com/


01
GUES T S  BE FORE  VENUE

Before you can decide on a venue, you’ll need to know

an approximate number of guests. With 12 months to

go, you’ll be researching possible venues. At the same

time, start forming your guest list and developing an

idea of what your final number is likely to be.

You’ll want to be sure that, whichever venue you fall in

love with, there is space for all your key friends and

family members to attend, and that no one is left out!



02
CA L L  THE  FA SH I ON  PO L I C E

Gather key friends or family for your dress shopping, but

choose carefully who you take! Styles and preferences vary

greatly, and you want to be able to trust the judgement of

whoever you take with you. 

 

You might be best to avoid inviting more than one or two

friends or family members to avoid being overwhelmed. Be

sure to select those who will give their truly honest view!

 

Do some research beforehand and show up to the bridal

store with some styles already in mind. Once you’ve found

the right dress, you’ll know… just as when you knew you’d

found the right one to spend forever with!



03
PR I OR I T I Z E  YOUR  BUDGE T

Unless you have an unlimited budget for your wedding,

you’re going to have to decide which elements of your big

day are the most important to you. 

 

Early in the planning process, write down the various

elements of your wedding with costs associated and assign a

number to each. Number one items are those most

important to you, and number two or three items are less

important. 

 

Now you’ll have a better idea of where to aim to make

savings. If you have your heart set on certain fabulous shoes,

for example, you may have to make sacrifices in terms of

smaller flower arrangements or simpler invitations.



04
BE  C L EAR  ON  YOUR

MARR I AGE  L I C ENSE

Marriage licenses should be obtained in the UK with about 2

months to go to your wedding day; by contrast, this should

be done with about 4 weeks to go in the US. 

In the US, state requirements vary, so be sure to call the

county clerk’s office to check on specific requirements in

your state. 

Once you have your license, be sure make a copy to leave

with a trusted member of the wedding party. We’d hate for

your big day to be ruined by a misplaced piece of paper!



05
ONE  TH I NG  AT  A  T IME

Stay structured in your approach to booking vendors

and your life will be made much simpler! If you follow

a logical order, you’ll feel much more relaxed and in

control of the planning! 

 

For example, pick options for your wedding date

before visiting venues; determine your budget and

your priorities before shopping for your wedding

dress; determine how much space there will be at the

venue before booking your band. 



06
S TAR T  AT  THE  TOP

When starting to form your guest list, which we

recommend doing with roughly 12 months to go, we

advise that you start at the top with immediate family,

best friends and, of course, the wedding party. Move

from there onto aunts and uncles, cousins and close

friends. Moving down the list, add neighbors, co-

workers, parents’ friends and so on.  

 

If you have to cut some guests due to venue or budget

limitations down the line, having your list prioritized
in this way will make your life easier.



07
E S T IMAT I NG  NUMBERS

When assessing if the numbers on your guest list are

compatible with your venue or budget limitations, you

can typically expect that 10 to 20 percent of the people

you have invited won’t be able to attend. 

 

These numbers will naturally vary depending on the

location of your wedding, and how far many of your

guests will have to travel. The numbers may also vary

somewhat if you opt for a wedding on a weekday as

some may not be able to secure leave from work.



08
SAVE  ON  YOUR  VENUE

By shying away from a traditional Saturday wedding,

you may be able to save 20 to 30 percent on your

wedding costs. If you are planning your wedding at

short-notice, this can also work in your favor and

afford you more bargaining power. Asking for open

dates at a venue with only a few months to go can

potentially save you 20 to 25 percent.



09
BE  COMFORTAB L E  WI TH

YOUR  PHOTOGRAPHER

To have wedding photos that wow, it’s important that you

find a photographer with whom you feel comfortable. Get a

feel for your potential photographer by meeting for a coffee,

not only to assess their portfolio and style, but to determine

if you think they’re the right match for your big day. 

 

Your photos will capture you at your best when you’re

relaxed and enjoying yourselves, and the same goes for your

guests. If you want someone that will blend in on the dance

floor and capture that impromptu "worm"

dance, then you’ll know if you’ve found the right match for

you only from meeting up.



10
I T ' S  YOUR  DAY !  

Something we can say with absolute certainty: on your

wedding day, time will fly by! You’ll barely stop for a minute,

and it’s easy for your wedding day to come and go in the

blink of an eye. Find time to take a breather, to be alone

with each other, even if it’s just at one point for five

minutes. 

 

Ask your wedding planner if there is a quiet room where the

two of you can take a moment after the ceremony has

finished to enjoy the moment with a glass of bubbly. You’ll

have the rest of the evening to mingle and catch up with

everybody properly, but those five minutes together can be

one of the loveliest moments of the day.





WEDD ING  P LANN I NG  MADE  S IMP L E

Make our day by letting us know how your planning is going!

www.simplyweddingplanners.com
hello@simplyweddingplanners.com

Share your wedding planning progress by tagging us: 

Instagram     @simplyweddingplanners

Wishing you every success planning your perfect day!

CONGRATU LA T I ONS !

http://www.simplyweddingplanners.com/

