
The Star of India
San Diego, California

Construction Instructions

Here are all the tools you need to create the Star of India, the oldest ship still

able to go o sea,.  All you really need is glue & scissors.  I prefer hot glue,

but this can be hazardous around smaller children.  If this is the case, I rec-

ommend ordinary white glue.   I also use a straight edge and a dry pen for

scoring the fold lines.  I highly recommend scoring the fold lines.

Step 1.  Cut out all of the parts.  Cut along the

perimeter black lines.

Step 2.  Score along all of the dashed fold lines

using a ‘dead’ pen (pen without ink).

Step 3.  Identify the four sails.  Two are larger

and two are small.  Glue the two small sails

back to back being careful to align the sails.

Repeat with the two larger sails.

Step 4.  When building the smaller sails, be

sure to score the fold lines.  This makes it

much easier to fold the sails correctly.

Step 5.  Continue this same process until all

five sails and the forward boom are completed.

Step 6.   To create the three masts, it is very important to score the masts in

the long direction many times.  This will allow the masts to be ‘rolled’ into

round poles.  Score it, move the straight edge slightly and score it again and

repeat.
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Step 7.  Pre-fit the masts to be sure they are

scored enough to roll.  Glue only a small sec-

tion at a time working your way up the mast to

the top.

Step 8.  Repeat for the other two masts.

Step 9.  Now locate the five hatches and cabins

that get glued to the deck.  Build them as you

would a box.  Fold the corners in and glue

them.  The main hatch is a little different, it’s

built inside out so the dark square is in the bot-

tom.

Step 10.  Build the upper rear deck section as a

box, folding in and gluing the side.  Attach the

lighted transit/bench and wheel cabinet to the

rear upper deck section.  Assemble and attach

the wheel to the wheel cabinet.

Step 11.  Next, attach the main hatch,  cabin,

and stairwell cover to the main deck on the

white squares.

Step 12.  Attach the upper front rear decks to

the main deck by aligning and gluing in place.

Step 13.  Attach the rear of the ship to the two

sides.  Start with the top and glue each tab in

place as you go down the side.  Repeat for the

second side.

Step 14.  Glue the main deck to the sides, start-

ing with the center back tab.  Be sure the align

the top of the wheel cabinet with the top of the railing.  As you glue the deck

to the sides, be sure to align the deck with where the deck would be located

on the sides, keeping the railing above the deck at all times.

Step 15.  Fold over and glue the rear upper deck railing to itself as shown.
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Step 16.  Continue around the side of the ship until you come to the front or

bow.  Apply some glue to the front edges and

hold them in place until the glue is dry.

DON’T glue the very tip of the bow.  This is

where the bow boom will go later.

Step 17.  This step is optional.  The kit comes

with a color card stock copy of the water.  If

you have a color ‘paper’ copy of the water, cut

it out around the waters edge.  Crumble it up tightly, open it and repeat.

Smooth it out and glue it in place.  This will create a ‘water wave’ effect.

Step 18.  Locate the three mast bases.  Fold

them in half and glue them leaving the centers

open to insert the masts.  You can shape them

by squeezing them around a pen as shown.

Glue the mast bases in place being careful to

align the bottoms of the bases with the top of

the white on the masts.

Step 19.   Glue the three masts in their appro-

priate holes, rear, middle and front.  It is often necessary to open the holes a

little using tip of a pen.  When gluing be sure

to glue the masts with their seams facing for-

ward.

Step 20.   Glue the ship to its base starting with

the rear and working your way forward.

Step 20.  Take the two main sail section and

‘roll’ each sail over a pen.  This will give them the effect of wind in the sails

when complete.

Step 21.  Starting with the main sail, glue the

top center of the sail to the top of the mail or

center mast.  Leave an 1/8“ of the mast show-

ing.

Step 22.  Continue gluing the main sail down the mast apply glue only on the

small center sections between the sails.  Keep the roll in the sail as you glue.

Continue to the bottom of the sail.
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Step 23.  Repeat with the second smaller set of sails and the

front mast.

Step 24.  Glue the double sails starting with the

front tips to the middle mast as shown.  Once

dry, glue the rear tips to the rear mast.

Step 25.  Glue the larger rear sail to the rear

mast as shown.

Step 26.  Now, glue the bow boom the the front

of the ship by placing it in between the two

front bow pieces and applying glue.  Glue at the

angle shown.

Step 27.  Glue the three jib sails assembly to

the bow boom as shown.

Step 28.  Glue the center sail to the front and

rear masts as shown.

Step 29.  Fold and glue the rudder and glue to

the rear center of the ship.

Step 30.  Fold and glue the three mast flags as

shown.

Step 31.  Last step.  Assemble the sign base

and glue in place.

Congratulations, you’ve built the Star of India.
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