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Photographer David Wilson 
Documents the Life of a 
Pembrokeshire Village 
in Words and Pictures 

Llangwm, in Pembrokeshire, west Wales, 
huddles around an inlet of the Cleddau 
Estuary. Sitting at the end of a minor road, its 
relative isolation over many generations has 
engendered a strong sense of communal self-
sufficiency. With its church, two chapels, post 
office, pub, rugby and cricket clubs, school, 
an annual literary festival, choir and a host of 
other societies, it bustles with life. 
  As celebrated author and photographer David 
Wilson explains, ‘Surrounded by native woods 
and sloping fields, Llangwm stands apart; the 
road through the village loops back to the main 
road from which it came, making Llangwm the 
destination. In the past this isolation bred a 
fierce sense of identity amongst the villagers. 
To be a Llangwm was, and still is, a source of 
pride’. 
  Having arrived some twenty years ago, 
going on to raise a family there, since 2019 
David has been capturing images of the local 
surroundings and people at home, at work 
and during leisure, documenting the stories 
that make up its rich tapestry and the various 
contributions that bring the community 
together, which have found form in the book 
publication of The Village.
  The onset of the COVID-19 pandemic during 
this project in late 2019 brought new and 
unprecedented challenges to the village’s 
inhabitants, as it did throughout the United 
Kingdom and around the world, and through 
the book David shows how residents adapted 
and ensured that everyone received the 
essentials they needed at a time when looking 
out for our friends and neighbours and safely 
offering whatever we could became more 
important than ever.
   Discussing the book, David says:  
‘I set out to document a year-long snapshot in 
the life of this busy village ... In this little place 
of huge activity, I photographed people at home, 
at work and at play. Although the project was

specific to Llangwm, the story it tells is a 
universal one. It is a story of community and 
of joint endeavour; that desire to feel a part of 
something bigger than ourselves. It is a story of 
hope, continuity and the unconquerable human 
spirit.’

David Wilson is among Wales’s most 
established photographers, well known for his 
black and white images that uniquely evoke 
the character and atmosphere of the nation’s 
landscapes. His work with Graffeg includes 
the photographic studies Pembrokeshire and 
Wales: A Photographer’s Journey, both of which 
are receiving new editions to be published 
in February 2022, Hinterland: Ceredigion 
Landscapes and A Year in Pembrokeshire, with 
broadcaster Jamie Owen.
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To request review copies, interviews or 
images for use with editorial, please contact:
daniel@graffeg.com.

Notes to Editors

Bird Eye Books is Graffeg’s home for 
high-quality illustrated books about the 
visual arts. We work with authors, artists, 
sculptors, ceramicists, photographers, 
illustrators, crafts people, architects and 
other creatives to publish beautiful books 
about our visual culture.  
www.birdeyebooks.com.
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Follow the activities and character of Llangwm through the course of the year. 

Traditional occupations, as well as newer additions, have served as the backbone of the 
community for generations.


