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The second in a two-part series of uplifting 
illustrated short stories by Welsh broadcasting 
legend Roy Noble

Following on from The B Team, The B Team Win 
tells the story of Rhodri, his dog Dylan and Idris, a 
member of King Arthur’s court, who are all looking 
for a way to make Wednesdays the best day of the 
week. This second instalment encourages children 
to overcome their disappointments and to keep 
trying until they achieve their goals.

Ever since his father left home, the main character, 
Rhodri, hates Wednesdays - they are full of school 
tests and never see him picked for the school 
football team – but his chance meeting with Idris, 
an aspiring but as-yet unsuccessful knight, looks to 
change all this. As the next Wednesday rolls around, 
combining their friendship, bravery, and a little bit 
of luck, Rhodri, Idris and Dylan set out to finally 
transform Wednesdays in this story of patience and 
perseverance.

Roy Noble’s encouraging text combines perfectly 
with Karl Davies’s charming illustrations to create 
a perfect first chapter book for children to read by 
themselves, or to read to younger children at story 
time.

Roy Noble says, ‘The second book from The B Team 
series, The B Team Win, takes us along the first 
encouraging steps to more success for the three 
friends and a growing belief that they can make a 
more self-satisfying mark in life.’

Karl Davies adds, ‘It’s a story about resilience and 
believing in yourself, in spite of your circumstances. 
True self-belief comes from inside, you have to 
nurture it and build it up yourself.’

Roy Noble is a native of Brynaman in the Amman 
Valley but has lived for over forty years in Aberdare. 
Following a professional career in education he 
eventually joined the BBC, where his daily radio 
programme attained high listening figures for a 
number of years, culminating in a national Sony 
Award. His work with Graffeg includes Down the 
Road and Round the Bend, an anecdotal recounting 
of traditional stories and urban myths from the 
length and breadth of Wales, and the children’s 

stories Walking with Bamps and The B Team.

Karl Davies is an exciting children’s book 
illustrator whose work has brought the cast 
and characters of Graffeg’s ABC of Opera series 
vividly to life. Karl is a landscape artist based in 
Pontypridd, Wales, and also illustrated Walking 
with Bamps, the first children’s book from Roy 
Noble, as well as The B Team, the first title in this 
series.
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Notes to Editors
A short Q & A with Roy Noble:

1) How would you summarise The B Team series?

It’s a lesson, I hope, in perseverance. In life, 
‘disappointment’ is a comma, not a full-stop. 
Everyone has a right to be, has something to 
contribute, is quite unique, and you have to ‘keep 
on in keeping on’. It’s not how low you fall, but 
how high you bounce back that’s important. Never 
diminish the inner light of ambition and the goal. If 
you believe it, you can make it, or be it.

2) What inspired you to write The B Team?

In life, and especially in my teaching career, I came 
across many youngsters who had low self-esteem, 
psychologically; they had been scarred or tempered 
into a belief that they were ‘third’ division, so their 
vision and expectancy was limited. Rhodri needed 
self-motivation and confidence along the lines of ‘if 
it is to be, it is up to me’. Why did Idris, the knight, 
have a pigeon as a motif on his breastplate, not an 
eagle of falcon? Why did Dylan have an uncertain 
air and a lack of trust in humans? They all needed 
an injection of ‘will’ and a sure place under the sun. 
I’ve tried to do that in many awards occasions in 
schools.

3) Why have you decided to set The B Team series 
in Wales?

Wales is my quilt, which has many colourful 
patches. It is my homeland, my hinterland and the 

library of my stories. You start from what and where 
you know and move out from there. The setting 
is Wales, but the story is universal, as are the 
characters. People in so many countries, I’m sure, 
can relate to the pressures on Rhodri, Dylan and 
Idris. Their background may be different, but their 
foreground is common ground.

Review Copies & Editorial: To request review 
copies, interviews or images for editorial use, 
please contact Bethan Blake or Daniel Williams: 
media@graffeg.com, bethan@graffeg.com.

Other titles by Roy Noble: 
• The B Team

• Walking with Bamps

Graffeg produce and publish children’s and 
illustrated books with an amazing team of authors, 
illustrators, designers and photographers. We 
believe great content, good design and high-quality 
production values make our books stand out. 
Our wonderful children’s authors and illustrators 
include Jackie Morris, Nicola Davies, James 
Mayhew, Joyce Dunbar, Malachy Doyle, Andrew 
Whitson, Nick Cope, Max Low, Karin Celestine, Roy 
Noble, Julia Rawlinson, Tiphanie Beeke, Tracey 
Hammett, Jan McCafferty, Sara KilBride, Mark 
Llewelyn Evans, Karl Davies, Jason Korsner, Jon 
Roberts, Hannah Rounding, Zeb Soanes, Cathy 
Fisher, Michelle Robinson, Catalina Echeverri, Tim 
Budgen and Abbie Cameron.
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