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Three new titles from Nicola Davies  
and Cathy Fisher 
Publication 19 November 2020
 Three new children’s books for 3-5 years with themes 
of disability, bereavement and bullying

Perffaith
Perffaith is a story of anticipation, disappointment, 
acceptance and, ultimately, love. It tells the story of a 
young boy learning to accept his baby sister as being 
perfect in every way in spite of her disability. Suffused 
with natural imagery, Perffaith is an ideal way to open 
up the subject of disability with children, as well as 
being a great story in its own right.

Reviews:

Longlisted for CILIP Kate Greenaway Medal 2017

‘This is an extraordinarily beautiful and unusual book 
that has an appeal far wider than its obvious subject 
matter.’ – Sally Morris, The Daily Mail

‘An emotionally vivid, hopeful illustration of 
unpredictability, disappointment, and acceptance —
recommended for children and parents alike.’  
Kirkus Review

Y Pwll
Y Pwll is a touching picture book about a young boy, 
and his family, overcoming the loss of his father. A 
young boy and his father make plans to build a pond 
in their garden when, suddenly, the father passes 
away. The distraught family are left with only a muddy 
puddle, until, one day, it starts to attract new life, and 
their steps toward recovery begin. This beautiful tale 
sees a family come together at a time of grief through 
a shared love of nature.

Reviews:

Nominated for the CILIP Kate Greenaway Medal 2018

Chosen as one of Kirkus Reviews Best Books of 2017, 
‘Heart-wrenching, powerful, and beautifully realized.’

‘A beautiful heart-breaking examination of family 
bereavement.’ Imogen Russell Williams, Children’s 
Books Critic at The Guardian

Y Ferch Newydd
In Y Ferch Newydd, the new girl is beginning school in 
a new country, where she finds that the children in her 
class are unfriendly towards her; refusing to include 
her, but when beautiful paper flowers begin to appear 
in their classroom, something starts to change. 
Entranced by their beauty, the class come to realise 
that the new girl is the maker of these lovely things 
and that despite the unkindness she has received she 
is willing to share her skill in the art of paper folding. 
She helps the children to create many different kinds 
of paper flower, introducing them to her culture and 
transforming both their attitude towards her and 
their vision of themselves and their own lives in this 
poignant and ultimately uplifting tale. 

Reviews:

’This tale reminds children of the importance of 
being kind and inclusive. It subtly demonstrates that 
by celebrating difference, new experiences can be 
enjoyed. ‘ Book Trust

An inspiring and beautiful story which I can’t wait to 
use in school.’ Sue Wilsher, Reading Zone

‘Stunning. A perfect picturebook.’ Family Bookworms
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Perffaith
Author Nicola Davies
Illustrator Cathy Fisher
Publication 19 November 2020
Format PB, 250 x 250mm, 36pp
Price £7.99
ISBN 9781912050093

Y Pwll
Author Nicola Davies
Illustrator Cathy Fisher
Publication 19 November 2020
Format PB, 250 x 250mm, 36pp
Price £7.99
ISBN 9781912050086

Y Ferch Newydd
Author Nicola Davies
Illustrator Cathy Fisher
Publication 19 November 2020
Format PB, 250 x 250mm, 36pp
Price £7.99
ISBN 9781913733841
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Notes to Editors
Review Copies & Editorial: To request review 
copies, interviews or images for editorial use, 
please contact media@graffeg.com, bethan@
graffeg.com

Nicola Davies is an award-winning author, whose 
many books for children include The Promise (Green 
Earth Book Award 2015, Greenaway Shortlist 2015), 
Tiny (AAAS Subaru Prize 2015), A First Book of 
Nature and Whale Boy (Blue Peter Award Shortlist 
2014). Her books published by Graffeg include 
Perfect (Greenaway Longlist 2017), The Pond 
(Greenaway Longlist 2018), Animal Surprises (Klaus 
Flugge longlist 2017), the Country Tales series, the 
Shadows & Light series. She graduated in Zoology 
from King’s College, University of Cambridge, and 
studied geese, bats and whales before becoming 
a presenter for The Really Wild Show and the 
BBC Natural History Unit. She has been writing 
for children for more than 20 years. Underlying 
all Nicola’s writing is the belief that a relationship 
with nature is essential to every human being, and 
that now, more than ever, we need to renew that 
relationship. Nicola is based in Pembrokeshire.

‘Both sides of my family are from the Gower and both 
my parents spoke Welsh growing up. My Mother didn’t 
learn English until she went to school. But speaking 
Welsh was not encouraged in Wales between the wars; 
for ambitious families, English was the language of 
aspiration and entry to a wider world. After the war 
my parents left Wales behind and never spoke Welsh 
to each other or to us, their children. But Wales called 
us all home. For me finally coming to live in Wales was 
a profound homecoming. Though I don’t speak Welsh, 
seeing my words translated into Welsh, my family’s 
native tongue, the language of this landscape where I 
live, is uniquely moving. I want to learn to speak those 
words, to hold them in my heart and taste them on 
my tongue. My work has been translated into more 
than 12 different languages around the world. But 
now for the first time my words are in my parents’ first 
language, and I find my eyes prickling with tears at the 
sight of those Welsh words on the page. I’m so pleased 
and so proud.’ Nicola Davies

Cathy Fisher grew up with eight brothers and 
sisters, playing in the fields overlooking Bath. She 
was a teacher and has been practicing as an artist 
and illustrator for a very long time. She has lived 
and worked in the Seychelles, Australia and is 
currently back in the UK. Her first collaborations 
with Nicola Davies were Perfect and The Pond, 
(CILIP Kate Greenaway Longlist 2017 and 2018,) 
followed by a series of books called Country Tales. 
Her art shows her deep connection with nature and 
her tender and insightful observation of human 
behaviour and emotion. Her illustrations add layers 
of visual narrative and meaning, making stories 
richer, deeper and more accessible. Cathy is 
currently based in Pembrokeshire. 

Graffeg produce and publish children’s and 
illustrated books with an amazing team of authors, 
illustrators, designers and photographers. We 
believe great content, good design and high-quality 
production values make our books stand out. 
Our wonderful children’s authors and illustrators 
include Jackie Morris, Nicola Davies, James 
Mayhew, Joyce Dunbar, Malachy Doyle, Andrew 
Whitson, Nick Cope, Max Low, Karin Celestine, Roy 
Noble, Julia Rawlinson, Tiphanie Beeke, Tracey 
Hammett, Jan McCafferty, Sara KilBride, Mark 
Llewelyn Evans, Karl Davies, Jason Korsner, Jon 
Roberts, Hannah Rounding, Zeb Soanes, Cathy 
Fisher, Michelle Robinson, Catalina Echeverri, Tim 
Budgen and Abbie Cameron.


