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Mouse and Mole celebrate the festive season in three new 
short stories by author Joyce Dunbar, illustrated by James 
Mayhew

The latest in the popular Mouse and Mole series, following 
The Secret of Happiness, A Fresh Start and the republication 
of the initial four picture books, Lo and Behold! follows the 
unikely pair as they prepare for the festive season: opening 
their advent calendar, hanging stockings, decorating the 
tree, wrapping presents, leaving mince pies out for Santa 
and, of course, playing in the snow.

Created by award-winning author and illustrator team Joyce 
Dunbar and James Mayhew, this timeless, warm and gently 
humorous series of picture books for children features two 
furry best friends who find life full of little ups and downs. 
The two explore the world around them, discovering the 
answers to their many questions through helping each 
other.

Lo and Behold! includes three previously unpublished short 
stories with a focus on friendship, teamwork, caring for 
others and a good splashing of festive fun: 

Snowmole - Mouse and Mole decide to build their very own 
snowy friend – Snowmole – but Mole doesn’t want to leave 
him alone, deciding to keep him company all night long 
before waking to find another snowy surprise.

Lo and Behold - Mouse and Mole use an advent calendar 
to count down to Christmas and complete all their festive 
chores – before they know it… it’s Christmas Eve!

A Bump in the Night - Late at night on Christmas Eve, 
Mouse and Mole are getting ready for bed when they realise 
they’ve forgotten a few important things they must leave 
out to welcome Santa, when something goes BUMP! in the 
night…

Perfect to read to children at bedtime, or for older children 
to read alone, this book offers the cheering and enriching 
experience of entering into the magical world of Mouse & 
Mole at Christmastime.

Praise for the Mouse and Mole series:

‘This cosy pair enjoy the gentlest of Kenneth Grahame style 
adventures, making plans for picnics, overindulging in roast 
chestnuts and toasted muffins, and trying and failing to get 
rid of excessive clutter; the perfect antidote to real-world 
worry.’ Imogen Russell Williams, The Guardian

‘perfect for newly confident readers — and far superior to 
standard reading schemes.’ Nicolette Jones,  Sunday Times 
Children’s Book of the Week, 6 June 2021 (The Secret of 
Happiness)

‘A lovely book for independent reading, or, as we read it, 
with the three of us curled up under a blanket together – 
followed by ‘animated discussions’ as to who got to take it to 
bed to read again!’ The Mammal Society (A Fresh Start)

‘Although unlikely companions, Mouse and Mole are 
the bests of friends and these stories celebrate true 
camaraderie- that ease of being together which those who 
truly care for each other enjoy. Each story is delightfully 
illustrated, full of warmth and whimsical charm. A real 
delight!’ North Somerset Teachers’ Book Award (The 
Secret of Happiness)

‘I love all the Mouse and Mole books, but this is beyond 
wonderful. Joyce Dunbar’s text is warm and loving - and 
offers real philosophical thought. James Mayhew’s glorious 
illustrations are the perfect match.’ Vivian French (A Very 
Special Mouse and Mole)
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Notes to Editors
Review Copies & Editorial: To request review copies, 
interviews or images for editorial use, please contact 
media@graffeg.com, bethan@graffeg.com,  
Tel. 02922 404970.

Other titles in the series: 
• Mouse and Mole 
• Mouse and Mole Have a Party 
• Happy Days for Mouse and Mole 
• A Very Special Mouse and Mole 
• Mouse and Mole A Fresh Start 
• Mouse and Mole: The Secret of Happiness

Joyce Dunbar is best known for her lively and quirky 
picture books stories, with their wide emotional range. The 
Guardian has named her as ‘one of the best writers for 
children today’ with praise for her ‘sensitivity, lyrical style 
and gentle humour’. She revels in the joy of language, the 
playfulness of words, and in seeing her work fabulously 
brought to life by world-class illustrators including her 
daughter Polly Dunbar. Many of her stories have been 
dramatised for the stage and as puppet shows, with 
Longnosepuppets and Norwich Puppet Theatre. Joyce lives 
in Norwich.

James Mayhew is an acclaimed illustrator, author, concert 
presenter and storyteller. James is the illustrator of the 
highly praised picture book Gaspard the Fox series by BBC 
Radio 4 news presenter Zeb Soanes and the creator of the 
much-loved Katie and Ella Bella Ballerina series. He has 
illustrated Graffeg’s re-publication of Koshka’s Tales. He is 
also the recipient of the New York Times book illustration 
award. James lives in Bungay, Suffolk. 

Graffeg produce and publish children’s and illustrated 
books with an amazing team of authors, illustrators, 
designers and photographers. We believe great content, 
good design and high-quality production values make 
our books stand out. Our wonderful children’s authors 
and illustrators include Jackie Morris, Nicola Davies, 
James Mayhew, Joyce Dunbar, Malachy Doyle, Andrew 
Whitson, Nick Cope, Max Low, Karin Celestine, Roy Noble, 
Julia Rawlinson, Tiphanie Beeke, Tracey Hammett, Jan 
McCafferty, Sara KilBride, Mark Llewelyn Evans, Karl 
Davies, Jason Korsner, Jon Roberts, Hannah Rounding, 
Zeb Soanes, Cathy Fisher, Michelle Robinson, Catalina 
Echeverri, Tim Budgen and Abbie Cameron.
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