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Molly and the Lockdown
Malachy Doyle and Andrew Whitson
Publication 29 March 2021
A new children’s picture book addressing the 
challenging circumstances surrounding COVID-19, 
UK-wide lockdowns and the vaccine programme

Molly is a young girl who lives on an island off the 
coast with her family, friends and neighbours, but 
one day their island is suddenly plunged into a 
lockdown as a dangerous virus finds its way onto 
their shores. The inhabitants have to adapt to 
this new way of living, which also leaves Mollie’s 
fisherman father isolating with a relative on the 
mainland. To make use of her time Molly completes 
jigsaws, plays her fiddle, makes face masks and 
looks after her pets whilst her mother helps others 
on the island and the community works together to 
persevere through their new conditions. 

Perfectly reflecting the current situation in the UK, 
this enchanting picture book is a great resource 
for people home-schooling or for use in schools 
after the lockdown to educate children about the 
challenging circumstances surrounding COVID-19, 
UK-wide lockdowns and the vaccination programme 
currently being administered. The story also opens 
doors for conversations about how lockdown is 
affecting children’s mental health and well-being 
as well as discussing their hopes for the future, 
offering a positive message by ending with a vaccine 
on the horizon and the reunion of Molly and her 
father.

In collaboration with Irish publisher An tSnáthaid 
Mhór, Molly and the Lockdown will be released 
simultaneously in three languages: English, Irish 
and Welsh.

Praise for the Molly series:

‘A treat for children and the adults who share it 
with them, Molly and the Stormy Sea shows writer 
Malachy Doyle and illustrator Andrew Whitson at 
their very best.’ Western Mail

‘This is a timeless and enchanting fable about the 
power of faith, the price of sacrifice, and the joy of 
hope which will be read endlessly by children and 
adults alike.’ Children’s Books Ireland

Other titles in the series:

Molly and the Stormy Sea
Molly and the Whale
Molly and the Shutdown
Molly and the Lighthouse
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Notes to Editors
Review Copies & Editorial: To request review copies, 
interview or images for editorial use, please contact  
Bethan Blake: media@graffeg.com, bethan@graffeg.com, 
Tel: 07513 876872.

Malachy Doyle grew up by the sea in Northern Ireland, and 
after living in Wales for many years has returned to Ireland. 
Malachy has had well over a hundred books published, from 
pop-up books for toddlers to gritty teenage novels. Over the 
years he has won many prestigious book awards, and his 
work is available in around thirty languages. As well as the 
two previous stories in the Molly series, Molly and the Stormy 
Sea, Molly and the Whale and Molly and the Lighthouse, his 
other books include The Miracle of Hanukkah, Rama and Sita, 
Jack and the Jungle and Big Bad Biteasaurus (Bloomsbury), 
Fug and the Thumps (Firefly Press), Cinderfella (Walker 
Books) and Ootch Cootch (Graffeg), which is illustrated by his 
daughter, Hannah Doyle.

Andrew Whitson is an award-winning artist and Belfast 
native who likes to be called Mr. Ando! He lives in an old 
house which is nestled discreetly on the side of a misty hill; 
at the edge of a magic wood, below an enchanted castle in 
the shadow of a giant’s nose. His house looks down over 
Belfast Harbour where the Titanic was built and up at the 
Belfast Cavehill where an American B-17 Flying Fortress 
bomber plane once crashed during World War II!

Graffeg produce and publish children’s and illustrated 
books with an amazing team of authors, illustrators, 
designers and photographers. We believe great content, 
good design and high-quality production values make 
our books stand out. Our wonderful children’s authors 
and illustrators include Jackie Morris, Nicola Davies, 
James Mayhew, Joyce Dunbar, Malachy Doyle, Andrew 
Whitson, Nick Cope, Max Low, Karin Celestine, Roy Noble, 
Julia Rawlinson, Tiphanie Beeke, Tracey Hammett, Jan 
McCafferty, Sara KilBride, Mark Llewelyn Evans, Karl 
Davies, Jason Korsner, Jon Roberts, Hannah Rounding, 
Zeb Soanes, Cathy Fisher, Michelle Robinson, Catalina 
Echeverri, Tim Budgen and Abbie Cameron.



GRAFFEG PRESS RELEASE

Graffeg Limited 15 Neptune Court, Ocean Way, Cardiff Bay, CF24 5PJ, UK. Tel. +44(0)2922404970, media@graffeg.com
www.graffeg.com, facebook.com/graffegbooks, twitter.com/graffeg_books, instagram.com/graffegbooks


