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A new folklore-inspired tale of hope and light, 
suitable for all ages

At a time when folklore is becoming more prominent 
on our bookshelves and positive stories are needed 
whatever the age, Karin Celestine’s The Lightbringers, 
the first in the four-part Tales of the Turning Year 
series, draws on the seasons, nature and folkloric 
traditions in order to inspire and encourage. Suitable 
for readers of all ages, The Lightbringers focuses on 
people coming together with hope and positivity and 
that a way out of the darkness is always possible – 
that the light is always safely guarded by nature and 
certain to return.

Publishing the day after Martinmas, this new tale 
reflects the lantern walks popularly used to celebrate 
this folk festival in locations all across the world, 
which we are hoping to replicate digitally with the 
upcoming Gathering of the Light event (details below).

Bringing to mind the traditions of the Mari Lwyd from 
South Wales, The Lightbringers text is accompanied by 
photographs of the felt creatures Karin makes visually 
telling the story, hand-drawn illustrations by Tamsin 
Rosewell and notes on folklore traditions during the 
winter solstice by Pamela Thom-Rowe, making it a 
perfect gift to be shared and celebrated.

Gathering the Light 11–15 November 
The Gathering the Light event invites everyone to 
create their own lanterns and present them on 
social media using the #TheLightbringers, creating 
a visual representation of the book story. No matter 
your artistic level, everyone can take part, whether 
it’s painting a glass jar and filling it with some fairy 
lights, creating a paper cutout lantern or any other 
design you can think of. With outdoor events likely to 
be sparse this winter, we want to bring some positivity 
and light to everyone’s evenings with this gentle 
celebration over the course of November.

‘The first in my new series of four titles of Tales of the 
Turning Year, in a new larger format, based on the 
seasons, nature and folklore, The Lightbringers is a 
story of hope and that the light will always return, even 
in the darkest of days.’ Karin Celestine

The Lightbringers
Hardback publication: 12 November 2020
eBook publication: 6 October 2020
Author: Karin Celestine
Hand-drawn artwork by Tamsin Rosewell
Notes on traditional UK midwinter customs by  
Pamela Thom-Rowe
Format: HB, 48 pages
Size: 200 x 200mm
ISBN: 9781913634193
Price: £12.99

‘The Lightbringers… is a retelling of the very old 
tales of the change between light and dark at the 
equinoxes; these are tales we find all over the 
world. The solstice, the day the sun stands still 
in the sky just for a moment, and then the world 
starts to turn: there are powerful tales of transition 
and renewal that humans have told for millennia, 
from Scandinavia to Polynesia, China, Africa and 
South America. These tales have always been 
part of humanity and every now and then there is 
a revival and we find ways to tell the old tales in a 
way that entwines old stories into our own modern 
preoccupations.’ Tamsin Rosewell 
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Notes to Editors
Review Copies & Editorial: To request review copies, 
interviews or images for editorial use, please contact 
Bethan Blake or Daniel Williams: media@graffeg.com, 
bethan@graffeg.com.

Launch Event 12 November 2020 
The Lightbringers will be launched over Zoom with 
author Karin Celestine discussing the book, the series 
and the Gathering the Light lantern event, along with a 
short Q &A at 10am, 12 November 2020. This will be a 
free, ticketed event for the first 90 applicants, who will 
also receive an exclusive offer for a signed copy of the 
book for £12.99, excluding post and packing. 

The discussion will be streamed live to Facebook and a 
video made available afterwards through Graffeg’s social 
media. Register here: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/
the-lightbringers-book-launch-with-karin-celestine-
tickets-126936499487

Karin Celestine has published nine titles with Graffeg 
to date. When she is not writing and photographing her 
books she runs a successful felting business based 
in Monmouth, producing felted creatures and crafted 
objects for her growing army of devoted fans. Previously 
she has been a science teacher for special needs and 
comprehensive school-age children, to whom she taught 
art, chemistry, numbers, crafts and magic; that was until 
she found that the education process was getting in the 
way of teaching. Karin is based in Monmouth.

Graffeg produce and publish children’s and illustrated 
books with an amazing team of authors, illustrators, 
designers and photographers. We believe great content, 
good design and high-quality production values 
make our books stand out. Our wonderful children’s 
authors and illustrators include Jackie Morris, Nicola 
Davies, James Mayhew, Joyce Dunbar, Malachy Doyle, 
Andrew Whitson, Nick Cope, Max Low, Karin Celestine, 
Roy Noble, Julia Rawlinson, Tiphanie Beeke, Tracey 
Hammett, Jan McCafferty, Sara KilBride, Mark Llewelyn 
Evans, Karl Davies, Jason Korsner, Jon Roberts, Hannah 
Rounding, Zeb Soanes, Cathy Fisher, Michelle Robinson, 
Catalina Echeverri, Tim Budgen and Abbie Cameron.
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