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The everyday life of artist John is explored by Kertu 
Sillaste in a brand-new picture book for children

Inspired by her own experience as an artist, Kertu 
Sillaste has written and illustrated I am an Artist 
to give children an insight into what everyday life 
as an artist looks like. Combining the challenges 
of struggling to find creativity and always wanting 
approval with the joys of seeing works of art come to 
life and receiving praise, this book perfectly balances 
the difficulties and delights of the life of an artist 
and presents this rarely discussed profession as an 
exciting and diverse career option for children. 

During the story, John, the artist and main character, 
explores a range of different creative mediums, 
including drawing, sculpture, painting, photography 
and many more, introducing children to various 
artforms and inspiring them to think creatively. This 
book is also a perfect way to open up discussions 
about how different people explore creativity as well 
as introducing children to the creative process. By 
presenting the various challenges and worries John 
faces, I am an Artist is also a brilliant way to engage 
young children in conversations about the challenges 
and worries they face in their own lives.

Originally published in Estonian, I am an Artist has 
been expertly translated by Adam Cullen, providing 
a perfect opportunity to introduce young children to 
the concept of translation and discuss topics around 
language. 

Graffeg will also publish the Welsh language edition - 
Artist Ydw i - on the same day.

Kertu Sillaste is an illustrator, art teacher, 
and picture book author. She graduated from 
the Estonian Academy of Arts in textile design, 
studied tapestry at the École Supérieure des 
Arts Appliqués Duperré in Paris, and received 
a master’s degree in art education at Tallinn 
University. Sillaste has worked as a graphic 
designer at the Tallinn Central Library, and 
currently teaches art at the Estonian Children’s 
Literature Centre. She has written five books, 
illustrated 16 works, and is a long-time 
collaborator with the children’s magazine 
Täheke. Sillaste was listed in the 2016 White 
Ravens catalogue and was a candidate for the 
2017 Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award.
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Notes to Editors
Review Copies & Editorial: To request review 
copies, interviews or images for editorial use, 
please contact media@graffeg.com, bethan@
graffeg.com.

Adam Cullen is a professional translator of Estonian 
prose, poetry, drama, and children’s literature into 
English. His latest translations include Oscar and 
the Things by Andrus Kivirähk (The Emma Press 
2021), Exercises by Tõnu Õnnepalu (Dalkey Archive 
Press 2020, nominated for the Cultural Endowment 
of Estonia’s Award for Literature), Ellie’s Voice, 
or Trööömmmpffff by Piret Raud (Restless Books 
2020), and The Gothamites by Eno Raud (Elsewhere 
Editions 2019). Cullen’s translation of Burning 
Cities by Kai Aareleid (Peter Owen Publishers 2018) 
was long-listed for the 2020 International Dublin 
Literary Award. A member of the Estonian Writers’ 
Union, Cullen has resided in Estonia since 2007.

Graffeg produce and publish children’s and 
illustrated books with an amazing team of authors, 
illustrators, designers and photographers. We 
believe great content, good design and high-quality 
production values make our books stand out. 
Our wonderful children’s authors and illustrators 
include Jackie Morris, Nicola Davies, James 
Mayhew, Joyce Dunbar, Malachy Doyle, Andrew 
Whitson, Nick Cope, Max Low, Karin Celestine, Roy 
Noble, Julia Rawlinson, Tiphanie Beeke, Tracey 
Hammett, Jan McCafferty, Sara KilBride, Mark 
Llewelyn Evans, Karl Davies, Jason Korsner, Jon 
Roberts, Hannah Rounding, Zeb Soanes, Cathy 
Fisher, Michelle Robinson, Catalina Echeverri, 
Tim Budgen , Dom Conlon, Anastasia Izlesou, Ian 
Brown, Eoin Clarke, Steve Smallman and Abbie 
Cameron.
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