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Publishing on World Book Day, the next adventure in the 
Gaspard the Fox series continues the story of London’s 
handsomest fox, with a musical twist

In this thrilling third adventure from Zeb Soanes and 
award-winning illustaror James Mayhew, Gaspard’s friend 
Finty the dog and her owner Honey are off to a classical 
concert in London’s Hyde Park. Whilst attempting to return 
Honey’s scarf, the handsomest fox in London suddenly finds 
himself on a tour through the city aboard the Number 38 
bus, passing famous landmarks, including Museum Street, 
Chinatown, the theatres of the West End before arriving at 
Hyde Park for the Proms in the Park. Here he finds himself 
being thrust centre stage and becomes a musical inspiration 
when a familiar face steps out to lead the orchestra.

Completed with a set of facts about the landmarks 
Gaspard sees on his journey on the No.38 Red Bus and 
an illustrated map of the route, Gaspard’s Foxtrot is the 
perfect introduction to some of the delights and history of 
London and is sure to spark an interest in classical music. 
Combined with themes of helping others and the value 
of friendship, the book is a wonderfully entertaining and 
educational addition to story time, whether in the classroom 
or at home. 

Gaspard’s Foxtrot has already received great endorsements 
from a variety of famous names, including Marin Alsop who 
says, ‘this is a lovely story, beautifully illustrated and speaks 
to the hearts of all children, young and old.’ Dame Patricia 
Routledge calls it ‘another wonderful tale of the exciting 
adventures of Gaspard, our urban fox friend, beautifully 
told and illustrated’, while Philip Ardagh, Roald Dahl Funny 
Prize-winning author, says, ‘the wonderful thing about 
Gaspard the Fox is that it’s hard to imagine a time when he 
was never there. He has the look and sound – in the words 
and pictures on the page and the music of the orchestra – of 
a classic. Three cheers for Gaspard!’

Composer Jonathan Dove CBE has also reimagined 
Gaspard’s Foxtrot as a Musical Tale for Narrator and 
Orchestra inspired by Prokofiev’s Peter and the Wolf. 
Commissioned by the Philharmonia Orchestra, Three Choirs 
Festival,  Docklands Sinfonia, Royal Liverpool Philharmonic 
and Royal Scottish National Orchestra this new orchestral 
work is a great way of introducing classical music to 
children and performances are planned with the world 
premiere performance on 29 July 2021 at the Three Choirs 
Festival with the Philharmonia Orchestra conducted by Holly 
Mathieson with narration by Zeb Soanes and live illustration 
by James Mayhew, subject to government restrictions.  And 
an online primary schools concert with the Royal Scottish 

National Orchestra conducted by Alice Farnham with 
narration by Zeb Soanes is available to Scottish Schools 
from 10 May 2021.  Published by Peters Edition Limited. 

Zeb Soanes comments about the project, saying, ‘The 
exciting thing about Gaspard’s Foxtrot was that it was 
conceived to be both a book and a concert, rather than 
the score being an afterthought to an existing story – so 
the challenge for me was to write in a way that inspired 
both James Mayhew’s illustrations and Jonathan Dove’s 
music. This is very much a musical adventure through 
the city and Jonathan has created a remarkable tapestry 
of sound from the buzzing of bees and the roar of traffic 
to scurrying tube mice and polka-dancing pigeons – and 
through it all Gaspard’s gentle curiosity at the fascinating 
sights he encounters.’
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Notes to Editors
Review Copies & Editorial: To request review copies, 
interviews or images for editorial use, please contact 
Bethan Blake: bethan@graffeg.com, media@graffeg.com, 
Tel: 07513 876872.

Zeb Soanes is a trusted newsreader and comforting voice 
of the Shipping Forecast on BBC Radio 4. Sunday Times 
readers voted him their favourite male voice on UK radio. On 
television he launched BBC Four, where he presented the 
BBC Proms. He has written for The Observer, Country Life, 
and The Literary Review and his best-selling first book for 
children, Gaspard the Fox began a series of stories based on 
the real urban fox that visits him at home in London. He has 
become ‘the go-to person for music narration, specialising 
in children’s concerts’ (Daily Telegraph), performing favourite 
orchestral works including Peter and the Wolf, Babar the 
Elephant and Paddington. In recognition of his efforts to 
culturally rehabilitate the urban fox, he was made the first 
patron of the Mammal Society.

James Mayhew is an acclaimed illustrator, author, 
concert presenter and storyteller. James is the illustrator 
of the highly praised picture book Gaspard the Fox series 
and the creator of the much-loved Katie and Ella Bella 
Ballerina series. His most recent title with Graffeg was the 
republication of the celebrated Koshka’s Tales. He is also a 
recipient of the New York Times book illustration award. 

Graffeg produce and publish children’s and illustrated 
books with an amazing team of authors, illustrators, 
designers and photographers. We believe great content, 
good design and high-quality production values make 
our books stand out. Our wonderful children’s authors 
and illustrators include Jackie Morris, Nicola Davies, 
James Mayhew, Joyce Dunbar, Malachy Doyle, Andrew 
Whitson, Nick Cope, Max Low, Karin Celestine, Roy Noble, 
Julia Rawlinson, Tiphanie Beeke, Tracey Hammett, Jan 
McCafferty, Sara KilBride, Mark Llewelyn Evans, Karl 
Davies, Jason Korsner, Jon Roberts, Hannah Rounding, 
Zeb Soanes, Cathy Fisher, Michelle Robinson, Catalina 
Echeverri, Tim Budgen and Abbie Cameron.

Other books in the Gaspard the Fox series:

• Gaspard the Fox – 9781912213542 
• Gaspard Best in Show – 9781912654673
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