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A new, humorous and exciting story for ages 7-9 
about a summer holiday adventure and a musical 
plant

A magical and musical adventure, Fred and the 
Fantastic Tub-Tub is the latest book by author of 
the Gaspard the Fox series Zeb Soanes. In this 
illustrated picture book for ages 7-9, we follow the 
adventure of Fred as she travels with her grandpa 
to the fictional island of Papa-Nupi. Together they 
search for the musical plant, the Tub Tub.

This humorous and engaging adventure story was 
born from talks between Zeb and composer James 
Marangone. James wanted to create an inclusive 
narrated adventure that inspired children to explore 
sound regardless of their musical ability. The story 
was written to go alongside the music and is fast-
paced and enjoyable with clear ‘audio clues’ that 
children can listen out for in the text. Accompanied 
by Anja Uhren’s fantastic illustrations, this a story 
told through three artforms: illustration, music and 
writing. 

Fred and the Fantastic Tub-Tub has already received 
endorsements from various famous names. Dame 
Judi Dench, says, ‘Fred and the Fantastic Tub-
Tub is a thrilling and wondrous adventure, where 
the power of music and nature inspire us all to 
make the world a better place’. Alan Titchmarsh 
MBE, calls it ‘an exciting journey into a world of 
enchanted flowers’.

Included is an insightful introduction detailing the 
background to the book, the orchestral piece, the 
inspiration behind the story and some fun facts 
relating to some of the main elements of the story. 
Also included is a section on how you can reduce 
plastic waste alongside some ways you can re-use 
plastic bottles in your own garden. This inspires 
children to think about different ways they can help 
the planet and provides an important conversation 
starter about how plastic affects the planet 
and what we can do to help. Finally, the book is 
completed with pages encouraging children to start 
their own travel journal, which inspired the design 
of the endpapers. This task encourages creative 
thinking and writing and is a great way to occupy 
children both in and out of the classroom.

The book is a brilliant tool for teachers of Key 
Stage 2 children, providing opportunities to 
discuss a range of different subjects including 
science (plant species), music, literacy and 
creative writing, geography, art, design and 
technology, history and more. 

The orchestral performance, which includes 
narration of the story by Zeb Soanes alongside 
the music by James Marangone, will be 
premiered by Orchestra Sinfonia this year, date to 
be confirmed.
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Notes to Editors
Review Copies & Editorial:  
To request review copies, interviews or images for 
editorial use, please contact Bethan Blake:  
bethan@graffeg.com, media@graffeg.com,  
Tel: 07513 876872.

Zeb Soanes is an author, broadcaster and concert 
narrator. He studied Drama and Creative Writing 
at UEA and created the bestselling Gaspard the 
Fox series of books, illustrated by James Mayhew, 
inspired by his remarkable encounters with a real 
urban fox. 

He is a newsreader and reassuring voice of the 
Shipping Forecast to millions of listeners on BBC 
Radio 4 and launched the television channel BBC 
Four, where he presented the BBC Proms. 

He performs favourite concert works for children 
with the UK’s leading orchestras and is a patron of 
Awards for Young Musicians, supporting talented 
children from low-income families to pursue their 
musical ambitions.

Anja Uhren is a Sheffield-based illustrator and 
storyteller, working with images and words to 
deliver emotionally driven narratives. Her work 
focuses on the small moments – the magic 
and beauty of everyday life, observations and 
encounters. 

Originally from Germany, Anja moved to the UK 
to study illustration and has been self-employed 
in the creative industry ever since graduating 
from the Arts University Bournemouth. She has 
recently become a new mum and re-discovering 
the world through her son’s eyes gives her plenty of 
inspiration for her work. 

Gardening and journaling are also some of her 
favourite things, which has made this project such a 
pleasure to illustrate.

Graffeg produce and publish children’s and 
illustrated books with an amazing team of authors, 
illustrators, designers and photographers. We 
believe great content, good design and high-quality 
production values make our books stand out. 

Our wonderful children’s authors and illustrators 
include Jackie Morris, Nicola Davies, James 
Mayhew, Joyce Dunbar, Malachy Doyle, Andrew 
Whitson, Nick Cope, Max Low, Karin Celestine, Roy 
Noble, Julia Rawlinson, Tiphanie Beeke, Tracey 
Hammett, Jan McCafferty, Sara KilBride, Mark 
Llewelyn Evans, Karl Davies, Jason Korsner, Jon 
Roberts, Hannah Rounding, Zeb Soanes, Anja 
Uhren, Cathy Fisher, Michelle Robinson, Catalina 
Echeverri, Tim Budgen and Abbie Cameron.
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