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Fred and the Fantastic Tub Tub 
Zeb Soanes and Anja Uhren. Publication 10 March 2022. £12.99.

Content:

An adventure story in the style of ‘Chitty-
Chitty-Bang-Bang’, Fred, a young girl, and 
her Grandpa travel to the island of Papa-Nupi 
to see, or rather hear, the mysterious Tub-
Tub; a plant that flowers every 200 years and 
which ‘produces music so beautiful even the 
birds in the trees stop singing to hear it.’ But 
even if they can get there, can they manage 
to bring a recording back with them to prove 
what they’ve heard?

About the author:

Zeb Soanes is a trusted newsreader and 
comforting voice of the Shipping Forecast on 
BBC Radio 4. On television he launched BBC 
Four, where he presented the BBC Proms. He 
has written for The Observer, Country Life, and 
The Literary Review and his best-selling first 
book for children, Gaspard the Fox began a 
series of stories based on the real urban fox 
that visits him at home in London.

About the illustrator:

Anja Uhren is a storyteller - working 
with images as well as words to deliver 
narratives. She was chosen to illustrate one 
of the books in Nicola Davies’s Shadows and 
Light series, Mother Cary’s Butter Knife, which 
published in 2016. Anja is based in Sheffield.

Key themes:
• Adventure
• Plants and nature
• Travel
• Music
• Environment and conservation

Selling Points:
• A humorous and enthralling story about 
Fred’s first adventure with her grandpa to the 
island of Papa-Nupi
• A brilliant education tool with opportunities 
to discuss a range of different subjects, 
including science (plant species), music, 
literacy and creative writing, geography, art, 
design and technology, history and more.
• Fantastic illustrations
• Positive feedback from children, parents 
and teachers following the trial performance 
of Fred and the Fantastic Tub Tub orchestral 
work which follows the story of the book
• Endorsements from Dame Judi Dench and 
Alan Titchmarsh
• Also a new symphonic children’s work is 
an adventure in sound and story, designed 
to open the doors to symphonic music for all 
ages.
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‘An exciting journey into a world of enchanted 
flowers.’ Alan Titchmarsh, MBE

‘Beautifully topical, Fred and the Fantastic Tub-
Tub is a thrilling and wondrous adventure, 
where the power of music and nature inspire 
us all to make the world a better place.’ 
Dame Judi Dench
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