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Ebb and Flo and Their New Friend
Jane Simmons, Publishing 24 March 2022
A seaside story of friendship and acceptance

Originally published in 1998, this newly designed 
version of Ebb and Flo and Their New Friend bring this 
classic story to a new generation of children. 

A young girl, Flo, and her pet dog, Ebb, live by the 
sea. One day Ebb and Flo find a bird sitting in their 
boat. Flo invites the bird to join them, but Ebb gets 
a bit jealous and wishes the bird would go away. But 
when Bird does leave, Ebb misses her new friend and 
wishes it would return to them.

This story of friendship and acceptance gives 
children an insight into life on the coast and opens 
up conversations about sharing, both in terms of our 
possesions and our time, and seaside safety.

Jane Simmons, author and illustrator of Ebb and Flo 
and Their New Friend, sums up the story: ‘It’s about 
the difficulties of having a new friend in a group and 
how that new person can make ripples by just being 
there. They bring in a change and that can be difficult 
to get used to. If you feel jealous and you don’t get to 
know them, you could miss a big opportunity to make 
a good friend. Ebb does just that and before she gets 
to know Bird, Bird disappears. If only she’d given 
her a chance. Luckily, Ebb gets a second go and they 
become firm friends.’

Ebb and Flo and Their New Friend is the first in a 
four-part picture book series featuring the inquisitive 
duo exploring their coastline home. Throughout the 
series we see them rescuing a baby seal, getting 
marooned and fighting off some greedy gulls.

The books were heavily inspired by Jane’s own 
experience of living in the Cornish town of Falmouth. 
Jane says, ‘Ebb and Flo started life on the river with 
Flo as a woman on a river boat. We lived on the river 
and I was studying for my degree in Cambridge [...] 
When we moved to Falmouth onto an old, derelict 
trawler, this is where Flo became a child and we all 
turned into seafarers.’

The Ebb and Flo stories have also been adapted by 
Kate Canning into a successful animated TV series, 
published by Bogglesox and narrated by Fiona Shaw.
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Notes to Editors
Review Copies & Editorial: To request review 
copies, interviews or images for editorial use, 
please contact Bethan Blake: bethan@graffeg.com, 
media@graffeg.com, Tel: 07513 876872.

Jane Simmons is a children’s author and illustrator 
and the person behind the Ebb and Flo picturebook 
series. Jane studied illustration at Anglia Ruskin 
University and won the Macmillan Children’s Book 
Prize in her final two years of study. 

The Ebb and Flo picture books were also made into 
a TV series, which aired in 2005 on Channel 5 and 
featured the narration of Fiona Shaw. The show has 
been seen in over 100 territories worldwide. Jane 
wrote and illustrated the Ebb and Flo books in her 
hometown of Falmouth and now lives in the south of 
France.

Graffeg produce and publish children’s and 
illustrated books with an amazing team of authors, 
illustrators, designers and photographers. We 
believe great content, good design and high-quality 
production values make our books stand out.

Our wonderful children’s authors and illustrators 
include Jackie Morris, Nicola Davies, James 
Mayhew, Joyce Dunbar, Malachy Doyle, Andrew 
Whitson, Jane Simmons, Max Low, Karin Celestine, 
Roy Noble, Julia Rawlinson, Tiphanie Beeke, Sara 
KilBride, Mark Llewelyn Evans, Karl Davies, Jon 
Roberts, Hannah Rounding, Zeb Soanes, Anja 
Uhren, Cathy Fisher, Michelle Robinson, Catalina 
Echeverri, Tim Budgen and Abbie Cameron.

Other books in the series:

• Ebb and Flo and the Sea Monster  
Publication May 2022

• Ebb and Flo and the Baby Seal 
Publication July 2022

• Ebb and Flo and the Greedy Gulls 
Publication August 2022
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