Graffeg Publish an
Impassioned Celebration of the
Peony by Chelsea Gold Medal
Award Winner Alec White

Graffeg are delighted to be publishing A Love
Affair with Peonies, the first book by RHS
Chelsea Gold Medal winning peony grower Alec
White.

Driven by a passion for horticulture from a
young age, Alec shares his extensive expertise
and personal experience in this illustrated
celebration of the peony. Written from Alec’s
perspective as a professional peony grower
and enthusiast, the book is accessible to both
gardeners and non-gardeners and is more than
just another gardening title - it conveys the
inspiring story of how Alec pursued his passion
to achieve the first RHS Chelsea Flower Show
gold medal for peonies in eight years.

Varied chapters introduce each of the qualities
that make this remarkable flower stand out:
their many varieties, scents and colours, how to
care for and cultivate your plants, the historical
and cultural significance of the peony and the
hard work and commitment needed to exhibit at
the UK'’s leading flower shows. Each is superbly
illustrated, with the photography showcasing the
range of colours and changing shades of peony
blooms to their cultivation on the nursery and
art works featuring or inspired by peonies.

A Love Affair with Peonies is a book to be
returned to again and again, whether to
appreciate the excellent quality of the images
and illustrations, for entertaining insight or
for expert practical advice. This is Alec’s story
of a dedicated career combined with all of the
essential information needed to appreciate
peonies to the full and keep them thriving in your
own garden.

Further information for this title as well as
cover and author image downloads are available
at our media page here. To request review
copies, interviews or further images for use with
editorial, please contact:
daniel@graffeg.com/02922 404970.

GRAFFEG PRESS RELEASE

A lovt offadyitht
P E 0, N HE‘S '

A Love Affair with Peonies

Author Alec White

Format Hardback, 250 x 250mm
Pages 208

Publication 4 April 2023

Price £30.00

ISBN 9781913733957

Alec White is a master peony grower and
owner of Primrose Hall Peonies, Westoning,
Bedfordshire, a RHS Chelsea Flower Show gold
medal award-winning specialist peony nursery.
With the largest selection of rare and collectable
peonies for sale in the UK, the nursery regularly
exhibits at shows such as RHS Cardiff, RHS
Malvern, RHS Chelsea Flower Show, RHS
Chatsworth, RHS Hampton Court Garden
Festival, RHS Tatton and BBC Gardeners” World.
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Varied chapters discuss Alec’s passion for peonies and the many elements which make this
remarkable flower stand out.
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The changing colours of peonies
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coral, peach, to lemon yellmw and then cream. Page 107 Paeonin Old Faithéul is an excellent
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04 A Love Affair with Peonies A Riot of Colour 323

The book’s photography superbly captures the variety of colour and appearance peonies
exhibit.

Coral and Orange Pink
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The pfm\ﬂs o eﬂd The importance of good roots
iy lﬁﬂ; £ The mast imgomang eonsidesation when puschasing a peory & the masunsy of the
rostreds sustain il phat, el sisore precioely the ssvomriy of Wi rocts, because peovis oo ok teaed 00
and with vy (illfe cave  Mower reliably wntil they are Gve ce more years old. At v years and over the peony

0

4 roots will have three 1o fve or more buds for ‘eyes) and will be much more resilient and
il wtll Bt for many

Tikely to flower the dlings, peonis ane vulerable to peses and
(l(tad(a. tliseases and mhererly more delicane and susceptibe 1o the worst savages of rature
Dnce the plant mats d develop, though, aickly

become robust, especially with far, bealibry, rocts tha sore food to keep the plant going
through the winter and other tough times I the plant does not get sulficiens food and
itrienies i the growing season, it will eveniually degbere ins own food reserves and

die. Usually, though, the plant’s owm food reserves will sustain it and with very Ende
care it will live for many decades. The importance of strong healthy roots cannot be
urderstated

The Emportance of good ies equally to bert and woody
peonies, but perhags even more 0 1o woody peonies because many of the plants that
are available in the garden contre will have been grafied cnto herbaceous oot stock in
order 0 produse. h plant moee quickly. There as

disadvaniges o rwn root’ and grafied woody peenies, but ultimately both will provide
healthry phants o cared for propery.

Woady peanies with their bwn roots' eften take longer 1o establish, being especially
vulrserable durirsg their first few years in the garden, but will eventually produsoe a
bester, stronger plant

Faer b Two-year-old tree peossy grafled
rootsiock.
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et

Lefh bomom: Herbacoous base-root pevey
showing fme white bairy foeder rocts

Typesof Peomies @t

Alec shares his extensive experience for an accessible guide on growing and caring for
peonies.
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Time spent preparing the sol in advance i well worth it and well-aermted (that is 1o
aary thuat has an open structure and that & not compacted), fertile and free-draining

‘soil will provide the best pos ity For pecwiies to thrive. is key,
though, and it is worth keepingg a watchful eye on soil conditians mver the decades
froen teme 1o time. you sy peed 10 top dress with addicional organie mater and add
addicional fertiliser if the soil ks poor and not especially well acsated.

Water

Water is, of course, mgely importam for the succesful growth and development of

impartant pringg when the

afl plants. With p ring
Mower bisds are developing, and abso in late surmmer/early suturmn, when the plant s
prodiscing ite below-ground growth buds for the following season

Although weil-ssallished peonies will ealerate drought and dry conditions in the
surmimer, they will ot generaly be ereating food and adding to the food storage in their
roots, which means that their perfoemance the fllowing seison may be impuired and
the folisge may die off earlier than would normally be expected. It s best to ensure
that peonics do not completely dry out over the summer and are watered regularty,
Phease de ot be rempoed 1o overwater peonles — your peony will not thank you

Sunll
Peomies generally perform best in Sull sundight. Inadeguate surslight will reslt in fewer
blogms of lesser qualicy and weaker flower stems and, ultimately,  the level of shade is
oo great, the Joss of Betely, foliowed by th 1 decline of the plan
There are, however, some herbaceous peonies that perform well in shadier pesitions,

and light shade can result in pecnies with (lowers that have stronger colour and
greater Fragrance. In ovder to produce healthy plants with strong stems and plersiful
Ulooims, herbaceous and intersectional peonbes requine between six and twelve hours of

surlight and woudy a lieile Jess, perhags four 10 six h hd
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