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he Alpine A 1o is that rarest of things: a car that achieved a five-star road test
rating. However, there’s now also a more focused, more powerful A1ro S. Or you
can look to the aftermarket for the fine-tuned Liferro. Matt Prior plays the field
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es, it’s convention to
testa group of cars
thatare differently
shaped, but thisisn’t
anormal group test.
Atleast they’re a different colour.
What we have here is a five-star
carin the shape of the (dark blue)
Alpine A110, a slightly flawed
but brilliantly refreshing small
French two-seat sports car with
abespoke aluminium platform
and a Renault Sportengine in its
middle to drive its back wheels.
We’ve said an awful lot about
the A110 already but, to recap, it’s
arevelation. Weighing just 1103kg
(in Pure form, or 1123kg as the
Légende), it has agility in spades,
while the ride over poor surfaces
is doubly impressive. What we
particularly love aboutitisits lack
of convention; Alpine knows a great
driver’s car doesn’t necessarily need
to have incredibly stiff suspension
and thatnot everything has to feel

like it was developed on a race track.

However, the white car here is
the newer Alpine A110 S, which is
definitely not an A110 mark two but
adifferent take on the original; the

two are meant to do different things.

The S is a more, well, trackish, tied-
down, focused version of the A110.
Some of the things that the standard
car deliberatelyisn’t, in fact.

To that end, it has a bit more
power — a40bhp increase to
288bhp, although torque remains
the same, at 2361b ft, because that’s
the operating limit of the standard
dual-clutch automatic gearbox.

A suspension drop puts the S
4mm closer to the ground, stiffens
the springs by 50%, stiffens the
anti-roll bars by 100%, retunes
the dampers and adds 10mm
of width to the standard 205/40
frontand 235/40 rear tyres.

That said,you can spec the
215/245 rubber on the standard
A110 too if you pay for the optional
forged wheels (sorry, this test will
geta little geekily detailed). >

Life110 changes add
£3041 to the price of
the standard Alpine




Those two would be sufficient
on their own to make for a test of
which is better in real-world Britain,
but you will have also noticed the
third carin the pictures: the light
blue one. It’s owned by, and a project
of, David Pook, formerly a Jaguar
Land Rover dynamics specialist
and now the proprietor of Life110.
Pook will take your standard A110
and can change it, he thinks for the
better. And if you thought details
were complex already, brace yourself.
On Pook’s own car, the dampers
are unchanged, but the new Eibach
springs are 30% stiffer and the car
sits a full 1t6mm lower. The wheels
are 18in Evo Corse items, as used in
the Alpine Cup racing series. They
can run the standard or 10mm-wider
rubber, ideally the latter, and are
half-an-inch wider than even
those forged Alpine alloys, which
effectively stiffens the tyre sidewall
for better response and accur:
There’s a carbonfibre lip spoiler,
too, but where it gets really detailed is
in the geometry settings. The regular
A110 doesn’t run very much camber
but has lots of range of adjustment,
while Pook’s investigation found it
runs toe-out at the front and toe-in at
the rear — a trick usually reserved for
front-wheel-drive cars and one of the
reasons people have reported
the A110 to be borderline for

Nomoderncaris
better suitedtoa
British back road
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stability at high speeds. Now his
car runs toe-in at the front.

You can spec any of the Life110
modifications - geometry (£156),
springs (£480), spoiler (£750) and
wheels (£1655) — individually, but
this car has them all.

But let’s begin with the regular
A110. The goodness is all there, you
know. I've driven it down to our
meeting pointand had a great early
morning blast, even in poor wintry
conditions. From there, I head out
on a short but testing driving loop
that consists mainly of small, heavily
cambered and poorly surfaced roads
thatare,in short, rubbish. And the
A110 is enjoyable on those, too. It
just turns so ably, smoothening and
gliding over surface imperfections.
There isn’t much you'd pick over it.

Probably not the A110 S in these
conditions. There’s a reason that
Alpine reckons the regular model
will outsell the S by three to one
(an unusual ratio when it comes
to top-spec variants), and it’s all
about use on roads like these.

The Sis a different kind of A110,
nota better or worse one. Its ride
is more tied-down, no doubt, and
with that comes more stability.
It’simpossible to say precisely
how much each mechanical

Lifel10is runby
ex-JLR dynamics
expert David Pook

Standard A110 rolls more
thanmost sports cars,
but that's not a bad thing

$ gains Dinamica steering wheel sections




modification is responsible for each
dynamic characteristic change, bl.ll
there’s more focus and more steering
feel, weight and accuracy. Also more
fidget and conventionality, though.
Ifthe regular A110 feels like it was
designed with nothing else in mind,
the S seems more ‘normal’. If it hz}d
come out first, you'd have sworn it
had been conceived with a Porsche
benchmark in mind. Quicker?
Perhaps, but the extra urge is at the
top end so, in these conditions and on
this road, you don’t notice much of it.
Then there’s the Life110. A halfway
house? Yes and no. In some ways, it’s
just different again — simply another
Nuanced option. But in tone, it’s morF
‘regular improved’ than ‘S wa_nnabe :
The ride is ever so slightly firmer
than the standard car’s, although not
by nearly as much as the S, despite 1t
riding even lower. It’s a shame to lose
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some of that plushness, but the A110
has plushness to spare and there are
big gains to be had elsewhere. The
steering is the biggest, with more
precision, self-centring and road feel
than aregular A110. So the Life110
feels more responsive when you turn
and is more composed, while the
magic of the regular A110’s agility,
plus nearly all of its waft, is retained.
There are conditions, then, in
which each variant would be best.
I could imagine some big cheeses
being presented with all three,
having to decide which they ought
to sell and saying ‘er, all of them?’.
Butif 1 had access to them all, with
the kind of driving I do, I suspect I'd
drive the Life110 most, the A110 next
often and the A110 S the least — while
wondering what Pook’s geometry
and wheel but not spring changes
would be like on the standard car. &

A110 has one of

* the best steering

set-ups thereis

;NI Y1) COMPARISON

DIEPPE OR STUTTGART?

Given the A110 S feels like a more conventional
mid-engined sports car than the regular A110, as
if it were developed with a rival in mind, lining it
up alongside that rival feels the right thing to do.
Step forward the Porsche 718 Cayman T,
the nicest of the turbocharged four-cylinder
Caymans. It starts out life as a 2.0-litre model
and then gets a load of options that you could
throw at the standard car but would cost you
more in individual add-on fees if you did.
There's a limited-slip differential with torque
vectoring, active suspension (PASM) witha
drop inride height, active drivetrain mounts and
20in (rather than 18in) alloy wheels. PASM on
the Cayman T is 20mm lower, rather than 10mm
lower as a usual option, but other than that (plus
some decals, fabric door handle loops and barely
relevant details), this is a regular car with options.
The Cayman T costs £52,055, whichisn't so far
from the £56,810 of the A110 S, although either
can come in at around £60,000 once specced up.
Both are terrific cars, especially on smoother
roads, and the Alpine feels like it were specifically
targeting the Porsche. Despite the extra security
and stability over the regular A110, the A110 S still
turns more quickly than the Cayman and gives
great steering feel while it's at it. It probably
rides better than its Germanrival, too.
However, the Cayman has terrific reserves
of ability and a cornering stance that's more
adjustable on the throttle. There's a better
driving position and a greater sense of all-round
solidity, too, plus it comes with a fine manual
gearbox (a dual-clutch automatic is an option).
The A110 S probably outnoises it (a slight
matter of taste), so this ends up an exceptionally
close contest. | would pick the A110 S, just,
while remembering that, in truth, if | wanted
an AN0, the Sisn't the version to have anyway.

ride, Porsche
wins for handling
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