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N E W  Y O R K     I L L I N O I S     F L O R I D A     T E X A S     U T A H     P E N N S Y L V A N I A     W A S H I N G T O N

Simplify construction and save  
money on masonry cavity walls with 
Hunter Xci polyiso continuous insulation

t a k e  t h e  h u n t e r  x c i  a d v a n t a g e

Thermal performance
Xci polyiso offers increased R-value per inch vs. mineral fiber, XPS or EPS insulation options, 
so it is particularly well-suited for masonry cavity walls, given a code-required 1-inch minimum 
air space cavity (TMS 402-11 Building Code Requirements for Masonry Structures, section 
6.2.2.8.2). This enables installers to meet today's higher code required R-values while still 
allowing for maximum airspace in the cavity. Of note, Hunter Xci Foil provides R-6.5 per inch 
thickness, and Hunter’s other wall insulations offer R-6.0 per inch.

Fire ratings
Unlike other rigid foam insulations, polyiso does not melt, but instead develops a protective 
char when exposed to fire. Xci wall insulations have been tested for NFPA 285 compliance 
in a multitude of wall assemblies with selections of base wall, WRBs, cladding types and 
other components. Additionally, due to polyiso’s fire performance characteristics, special 
header details in windows and openings are not required to pass NFPA 285 testing—further 
simplifying construction and saving you money. 

Resistance to solvents
Common construction practices often include petroleum based solvents. Such solvents can 
degrade other rigid foam insulations, but do not affect Xci polyiso insulation.

Saves time and money
• Ease of installation: lightweight, easy to cut 

• High R-value maximizes cavity airspace for ease of application limiting potential mortar clogs

•  Hunter Xci polyiso does not require special header details within NPFA 285 compliant 
assemblies, which is not the case with thermoplastic insulation products like XPS or EPS

• Economical cost per R—evaluate costs based on R-value not thickness

Samples and literature available at hunterpanels.com.
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Code requirements for CI have increased in the past decade in all climate zones, 
and masonry cavity walls are more popular than ever. Among the numerous 
insulation options, here is why polyiso is tops for masonry cavity walls:

• Thermal performance
• Fire ratings
• Resistance to solvents
• Saves time and money

Climate 
Zone 3 4 5 6

R-Value 7.6 9.5 11.4 13.3

Hunter 
Xci 1.5" 1.5" 2" 2"

XPS 2" 2" 2.5" 3"

Mineral 
Fiber 2" 2.5" 3" 3.5"

 In a typical 4" masonry cavity,  
Hunter Xci products offer you more  
cavity space for air flow and work  
area than other insulations

Hunter Panels Xci polyiso insulation advantages in masonry cavity walls

For all your masonry cavity wall insulation needs, Hunter Xci polyiso continuous insulation 
has you covered. Xci products are available with many facer options to meet your job needs. 
On top of that, Hunter’s “whatever it takes” attitude provides you with industry-leading 
customer service.

Go with Hunter—numerous polyiso product options and unmatched service

Hunter Xci CG meets NFPA 285 fire requirements in metal-clad wall without busting the budget

The fast-growing Austin, Texas, metro area added nearly 300,000 people from 2010 to 2015, and the region remains one of the top 10 
for growth in the U.S. The Manor Independent School District in suburban Manor, Texas, experiences the Austin region’s growth impacts 
first hand as it prepares to double its student count in the next five years from 9,000 to 18,000 students, reports KXAN TV.

To serve the larger student body, the district in 2017 added a new Manor High School on an adjacent campus to supplement the existing 
high school.

One challenge the building team faced was providing continuous insulation while 
also meeting fire requirements under NFPA 285, Standard Fire Test Method for 
Evaluation of Fire Propagation Characteristics of Exterior Non-Load-Bearing Wall 
Assemblies Containing Combustible Components.

“The project was originally specified with XPS insulation, but swapping that out for 
Hunter Panels Xci CG polyiso improved the thermal performance, and met NFPA 
285,” says Darren Butler, president of NVLP Materials. “The price did not change 
when switching to Xci CG for the contractor and everyone was happy and code 
compliant.”

MAKING OUR CASE

Job Name:   Manor High School
Location:   Manor, Texas
Product:   Hunter Panels Xci CG 1.7” polyiso -   
   90,000 sf
Contractor:   Alpha Insulation & Waterproofing,   
   Austin, Texas
Architect:   Perkins + Will, Austin, Texas
General Contractor:  Balfour Beatty, Austin, Texas
Job Insights:   Changing insulation spec from extruded  
   polystyrene (XPS) to Hunter Xci CG polyiso  
   provided better thermal performance and  
   met NFPA 285 fire requirements
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Mass Wall IECC  
R-Value Requirements


