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‘Suburbia’ – Happy Scrappy Houses 
By Mary-Jeanine Ibarguen 

 
 
What a great way to use up your 2” scraps.  I followed Bonnie Hunter’s ‘Happy Scrappy Houses’ 

tutorial found here: www.tinyurl.com/MJscrappyhouses 
(upper case matters) 
 
All the parts of the house are made with 2” strips, and 
the twisty turn fabrics are 3” strips. Sashing and borders 
are up to you, but mine are listed below.   Challenge 
yourself to use up scraps for this quilt! 
 
Tip: Look through your bucket of binding leftovers for 
more house fabric. 
 
You will need 2” wide strips:  
 Brown for roof, red for chimneys, white for 
background 
 House, window and door can be anything! 
 

You don’t HAVE to make these houses twisted and turned, but it really gives them a lot of 
movement and character. 

 For each house, I cut 2 black and white rectangles 3”x 12” 
 Remember to have an equal number of downhill and uphill houses 

 
You don’t HAVE to use sashing, but 
I really wanted to add a little lime 
green.  I cut thin strips so the bright 
sashing doesn’t jump out and bite 
you.   
 Sashing 1.25” wide unfinished 
 Black cornerstones 1.25” square 
 
Sew the sashing onto the blocks 
before assembling the quilt.  One 
sashing strip on the bottom, one 

sashing strip plus a cornerstone on the right side of the block. 
 

      The border is a 5” wide, dark green batik with more lime green binding that finishes off the 
quilt. 
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Boutique Tissue Box Cover 
by Mary-Jeanine Ibarguen 

This little tissue box cover makes a great gift or quilt show boutique item.  Perfect for shut-ins or a 
get-well gift. 
 
You will need:  one fat quarter 
   24” of cording or ribbon for drawstring 
 
Cut one 18” x 19” rectangle of fabric 
 
Sew a buttonhole 8” from the top (see next drawing), through just one layer of fabric.  Stabilize 
buttonhole area first with a bit of fusible interfacing on back if necessary.  Cut open the buttonhole. 

 
Fold the rectangle (left side over to the right side), right sides together, so it now measures 18” x 9.5”. 
 
Sew across the bottom and the long right side using a ¼” seam allowance. 
 
Sew up bottom corners: 

1. At lower corner, fold the fabric so the side seam stacks on top of the side seam, forming a 
triangle.  

2. Stitch across the triangle 2.25"  from the point, sewing perpendicular to the seam. 

 

Fold to the inside a 5” cuff on the top, press.   
 
Sewing through both layers of the cuff, sew two lines of stitching all the way around the cuff, creating 
the casing for the drawstring.  Make sure the buttonhole is positioned inside the two lines of stitching.  
You will probably need to use the free-arm feature of your sewing machine for this. 
 
Using a bodkin or safety pin, thread the cording through the casing. 
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Uses for Fusible Tricot 
by Mary-Jeanine Ibarguen 

 
Fusible tricot is a fusible, stretchy knit fabric that is light in weight.  French Fuse is one brand.  It can be used to add 
stability to a fabric.  It comes in three colors (white, black and ecru).  I recommend you have at least a yard of each 
color on hand.  When you get it home, cut some 1.5” wide strips which saves time when you need just a little patch.  
There are many uses for it: 
 
Quilting: 
Mending holes in quilts – especially when the piecing has left a small or no seam.  Use a little fusible tricot patch 
on the back, iron into place, and mark with a safety pin so you know to really FMQ that area down well. 
 
Use to stabilize loosely woven or fraying fabric.  Also good for t-shirt quilts. 
 
Use as a lightweight fusible appliqué backing (sew the shape right sides together with glue side of the fusible.  Cut 
a slit in the middle of the fusible and turn right sides out.  Press to a Teflon sheet to get the shape looking good, 
then peel off and transfer to its final place and press to make it a permanent applique).  Stitch in place by hand or 
machine. 
 
“Tape” together pieces of batting to make a larger piece. 
 
Clothing: 
Buttonholes and eyelet stabilizing – press to the back of the fabric before sewing the buttonhole or applying an 
eyelet. 
 
Button stabilizing – press to the back of the fabric before sewing on the button.  If you have a torn button, this 
will mend the fabric before sewing the button back on. 
 
Used as a large piece, it can be pressed to the inside of a lightweight silky jacket to add weight and drape-ability. 
 
Mend clothing, even tears in fabric by carefully closing up the tear and applying the fusible tricot to the back of the 
fabric. 
 
When making t-shirts or any other garment with a double needle hem, press a strip of fusible tricot to the inside 
of the shirt.  Then the double needle stitching will not ‘tunnel’. 
 
Can be used in the seam of fine knit garments to add enough bulk to get a good thread tension. 
 
Use behind patch pockets to support the base fabric.  No more torn patch pockets.  Use a little square behind the 
top corners before sewing on the pockets. 
 
Embroidery: 
Use to stabilize embroidery on knit fabric.  You can also press fusible tricot onto the back of the finished 
embroidery in case it is scratchy against tender skin. 
Misc: 
Use as a base for weaving (fabric strips or pin-weaving yarns).  Press when you’re happy with the result to make it 
permanent. 
Use in the top section of the Snap Happy purses to keep the metal from poking through. 
 



108745  Ribbon Batik, Dark Pink FQ

PINK RIBBON COMFORT PILLOW
Finished Size: Approx. 6" x 14" 

depending upon how full you stuff the pillow

NOTE:    Please read the entire pattern carefully. Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this 
pattern. Use a 1/4" seam allowance unless otherwise stated.  Created by Debbie Beaves for Connecting 
Threads ® © Copyright Connecting Threads ®.  All rights reserved. For private, non-commercial use only.  
Please see our Web site for terms of use. *B108744*

Pattern #991356

1-  Sew bone shapes together in sets of two.

The ends look remarkably like 
quarter square triangles!

2-  Turn one of the sets 
right side out.

3-  Slip the right side out 
set inside of the wrong 
side out set.

4-  Match up the cross seams at the 
top and bottom points of the bones 
shapes. Fold the seam allowances 
opposite each other at the 
intersecting point. 

5-  Sew the two sets together leaving 
an approx. 3"- 4" opening.

6-  Turn right side out and stuff with 
polyester stuffing (I love Soft 
Touch Stuffing, it bounces back 
very well).

7-  Turn the seam allowances of the 
opening inside of the pillow. Whip 
stitch the opening closed with tiny, 
hidden stitches. ENJOY!

108746  Love Batik, Pink FQ

108748  Mottled Batik, Dark Pink FQ

108747  Heart Batik, Pink FQ

DIRECTIONS

See page 2 for template. Use up to 4 different fabrics 
per pillow.
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