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Piccadily Quilt 
by Mary-Jeanine Ibarguen 

 
This is essentially a ‘square in a square’ pattern, with a 
unique border treatment.  The pom-pom trim inside the 
borders brings an unexpected charm to a quilt that reminds 
me of a circus! 

 
‘Square in a square’ means that the 
inner square is set on point inside the 
outer square.  The great thing about 
this quilt block is how easy the cutting 
and measuring is:  
 
Whatever size the inner block is, cut 2 

squares of outer fabric that same size.  For example, If the 
inner square is 6” square, cut two 6” squares of the outer fabric 
too.  Or if the inner square is 3” square, cut two 3” squares of 
the outer fabric too. 
 
Once the two outer squares are cut, cut them in half on the 

diagonal.  That is the trick!  Sew them on to the edges of the inner square, press, trim the 
edges down to the size you want, and that is it!   I like my inner square points to match up 
with the next block over, so I trim my blocks down so there is only a quarter inch extra on 
the sides. 

 
Another trick: as you sew your blocks together, you want those inner square 
points to match up nicely.  Sew just an inch (using a very long stitch) right at the 
points.  If you didn’t quite make it perfect, the long basting stitch is easy to 
pull out and try again.  If it IS perfect, then sew the entire seam using a 
regular length stitch. 
 
Pom Pom Border:  I measured the outside of the inner border, and decided how wide I wanted the 
border.  I cut a piece of freezer paper to that size, and shape (mitered corners).  Folding the paper in 
half and half again gave me an idea of how the curves would need to be spaced.  (You don’t want too deep 
of a curve, as it will just be hard to sew down properly.)    I sketched one curve and then duplicated it all 
the way around the quilt.  I was lucky…the curves for the sides were the same as for top/bottom.  But if 
they are an inch or two off from each other, it won’t be noticeable.   
 
You can always add another inner border to get the outer border numbers to work for you.  I pressed a 
¼” seam allowance under, then appliqued (straight machine stitch) the curvy stripes down onto the solid 
print fabric, inserting the trim as I went along.  Just take your time.  Move the needle fully to the right 
if needed, or use your zipper foot. 
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One Step MAGIC Potholders 
by Mary-Jeanine Ibarguen 

 
These handy potholders are MAGIC because there is no hole to turn them right side out.  Fast!   
Note that you can make them any size; mine are pretty big.  Use kitchen-themed fabric, personalize them with 
embroidery for gifts…the possibilities are endless! 
 
Cut 10” squares: 1 of fabric (A), 1 of Insul-bright, 2 of cotton batting 
 
Cut 10” x 8.5” rectangles:  

 2 of finger flap fabrics (B) 
 1 of MAGIC inside fabric (C)  **be sure B and C are different fabrics** 

Cut 6-8” hanging loop of either fabric, rat-tail, yarn, rick-rack, etc 
 
Press the 2 finger flaps(B) in half, right sides out, so they measure 4 ¼” x 10 
 
Lay out in this order:  

 1 cotton batting 
 Insul-bright 
 1 cotton batting 
 10” fabric (A) right-side up 
 Two finger flaps (B), raw sides out (matching up with 10” fabric), leaving 

about an inch in the center 
 Lay down the hanging loop, raw sides out, with the business-end of the loop 

toward the center 
 MAGIC fabric (C), centered, right side down 

Finished Potholder   
Sew all the way around the edges, curving the corners if desired.       
Be sure NOT to catch fabric C on the two long sides.        
Clip the corners, flip out, right sides out, twice.   
Be sure the (B) fabric is on the same side as the (C) MAGIC fabric. 
 
Optional: sew a straight line down the center through all the thicknesses.  It makes it easier to fold in half. 
 


