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Fabric Gift Bags (stiff) 
By Mary-Jeanine Ibarguen 

 
These bags can be any size, any fabric.  Best to buy a bunch of Craft Fuse (heavy fusible interfacing) 
so you’ll always be ready for another bag. 
 
The brown, green and pink floral bag was made with a half yard of fabric and 1 yard of Craft Fuse (or 
other heavy fusible interfacing). 
 
Other Supplies:   

 matching or complementary rat-tail or ribbon for a handle 
 grommets and a grommet tool  
 scalloped or pinking rotary blade (optional) 
 fun trims (optional) 

 
General Instructions: 

1. Fuse the Craft-Fuse to the back of the fabric 
2. Use the scalloped rotary blade to clean up the edges 
3. Add any trim at this point 
4. Make a rectangular bag 
5. Triangle-off the bottom corners 
6. Fold over the top edge and press as needed 
7. Add the grommets or buttonholes and insert the rat tail 

 
Optional 

 If you have extra fabric and Craft Fuse, make a matching label, write with a Sharpie.  Punch a 
hole in the card to hang on the handle. 

 Or make several and include them in the bag so it will keep getting used! 

 
Purse Tissue Holder 

by Mary-Jeanine Ibarguen 
 

Materials:   one rectangle of fabric, 6” x 7.5” 
  Decorative thread, optional 
 
Cut one rectangle of fabric, 6” x 7.5” 
 
Press the short sides in ½” 
 
Sew the fold down, optionally using decorative stitching or couching. 
 
Fold the rectangle.  Lay it down with the RS facing up.  Bring a quarter of the length up, then the opposite 

quarter up.  Overlap the decorative edges a bit. 
 
Sew up the ends, then finish the edges of that seam with zigzagging or serging. 
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Zig Zag Quilt (with no triangles) 
By Mary-Jeanine Ibarguen 

 
Instead of lots of half square triangles and points, this version uses all rectangles….yes! 
 
You will need  

o 9 LONG quarter yards of coordinating print fabric (not fat quarters)  (I used 18 graduating 
colors) 

o 1.75 yards of coordinating solid fabric (I used dark green) 
o 2.5 yards backing fabric 
o .5 yard of binding fabric 
o batting and thread 

 
Cut 2 strips 3” across the width of the fabric from one of the print fabric 
 
Cut 2 strips 3” across the width of the fabric from the solid fabric 
 
Sew together with a ¼” seam allowance,  Press the seam allowance toward the darker fabric 
 
Subcut into 5.5” squares.  You will need 14 blocks for each row. 
                                  Layout is shown here: 

 

     
 
Continue building downward and sideways. 
 
Sew the blocks together as you would any diagonal setting     
 
Trim off the zig zag points, and your quilt top is ready for 
borders and finishing!   
 
 
Note: if you want your strips wider or narrower, that is fine, you will just adjust the size of the square 
block.  However wide the double strip is, make the subcut the same width. 
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Boxed Cosmetic/Pencil Pouch 
By Mary-Jeanine Ibarguen 

 
This is a very forgiving little cutie that can be made out of any type of fabric 
and zipper.  Size is negotiable and so is stiffness.  My samples were made with 
thin cotton batting and a fabric lining, all quilted or fused together.  You can 
also use iron-on vinyl to protect the inside or outside.  You can fuse a lining on 
and skip the batting, or you can use a very stiff interfacing (Deco Bond) to 
really make it stand up and be noticed. 
 

 Choose your fabric, lining and batting/fusible/interfacing.  Start with a 
rectangle around 10” x 12”.  (after this, make your own size!) 

 Choose a coordinating zipper at least 10” long (can be longer, just not shorter than the short side of your fabric 
rectangle). 

 Choose your tab material (can be ribbon, rattail, self-fabric, etc) 
 Attach all your layers together by fusing, free motion or straight-line (walking foot) quilting. 
 If needed, fold and sew your fabric tabs to hide raw long edges 
 Attach the zipper:     

o Lay the zipper down on the short end of the 
rectangle, right sides together, like this:  

o Sew across the top, from one end of the 
zipper to the other. 

o Close up the zipper 
o Bring the other short end of the fabric 

rectangle by folding (right sides together).  Sew the other side of the zipper to the other short end of the 
rectangle 

o Open the zipper as far as you can and top stitch both sides of the zipper from the right side 
 Attach the tabs:       

o Fold the bag so the zipper is on one side and you can 
find the middle of the bag: 

o Put a pin there 
o Insert the tab so the raw edges all match up, baste it 

down.   
o Repeat for the other side. 

 Finish the ends (remember to open the zipper a little): 
o Sew up the ends with ‘boxed corners’ by bringing up the bottom seam to 

match the side seam, straighten out the new edges and sew across.  Be 
sure the triangles are all the same size or the pouch will be crooked. 
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Disappearing 4-Patch 
By Mary-Jeanine Ibarguen 

 
A great design for a stack of nickels or dimes (*5” or 10”), but any 
sized squares or rectangles will do.  You can use busy prints for 
all 4 patches, but my quilt uses two very lights and two mediums 
in each 4-patch. 
 
You will need  

o Lots of squares to make 4-patches.  I used 2 identical 
packs of 5” squares for the medium/dark patches.  Misc. 
light yardage for the light patches. 

o Sashing and border fabric(s) 
o A small rotary mat that can swivel on another surface.  

Nothing fancy. 
o A medium sized ruler (I like 6x12) and a rotary cutter 

 
 

 
 
 
Sew up your squares into 4-patches, press:  
 
 

 
 
Decide what size cut to make.  (I used one inch from the center seam.)  Cut a 
parallel line one inch from each center seam.  That is 4 cuts.  After each cut, 
‘swivel’ your cutting mat, so that the pieces are not disturbed at all. 
 
 
 

 
 
Individually flip only the four side-center pieces.  Leave everything else 
alone. (Leave the 4 corner pieces and the center piece alone).  Do not 
trade spaces, just flip around each piece individually: 
 

 
 
 
Resew everything back together and press nicely. 
 
 
That’s it for each block.  Be sure to sew each one up before cutting the next 
one or you’ll get the pieces confused.   Ask me how I know! 


