
 

Class:  Birthstone Gem Block-of-the-Month ** 

Instructor:  Mary-Jeanine Ibarguen 

Contact Info:  mji@cfl.rr.com 

Create your own sparkling birthstone gems!  Make one, two or all 12 gems in this 

Block-of-the-Month series.  Mary-Jeanine will guide you through the process of 

pressing, cutting and sewing these beauties.  You will learn a unique form of 

paper piecing that will be useful for other art quilts you may want to create.  

Mary-Jeanine has lots of tips for your success with these modern blocks. 

Items needed: 

- Pattern: for your first gem, choose any block but the Diamond.  (You’ll want 

some practice first) – ask for it at the front counter 

- Fabric: purchase one of our kits or follow the list on the back of the pattern. 

Supplies: 

- regular sewing supplies (snips, pins, seam ripper, etc). If you’re buying pins, 
please don’t buy the “Quilting Pins” with the big yellow heads.  Look for 
Clover “Silk Pins Boxed” (Art No.2501)  They are the best! 

- medium grey cotton thread for piecing. 

- Size 70 machine needles 

- Rotary Cutter (bring a new blade if its been a while, Mary-Jeanine will show 
you how to change out the blade) 

- If you have a second rotary cutter with an old blade for cutting paper, bring 
it. 

- Medium sized ruler, I like my Creative Grids 8.5” square for this 

- Optional: 6x24” ruler if you have one, otherwise you can borrow ours. 

- Dark colored fabric marking pen, I like the Frixion Pen. 
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- White Marking Pen (Mary-Jeanine will have these available for purchase in 
the class) 

- 15 paper envelopes (consider saving envelopes from inside your junk mail!) 

- Highlighter pen 

-  

Optional Supplies: 

- If you have a separate iron and ironing surface, its nice to have one by your 
sewing station. 

- This is a great time to work on your leader/ender project, so bring your 
patches. 

- Wonder Clips – optional but VERY handy for this process. 

 
Notes: 

if you’re bringing your own sewing machine, be sure to pack the foot pedal and 

quarter-inch foot.  If you’re using the classroom machines, we will have those 

items. 

 

 

Class Policy 

A minimum of 4 students is needed to make a class a “go”.   If a class fails to register 4 

students you will receive a full refund. 

All students get a 15% discount on all class supplies purchased at The Sewing Studio 

Fabric Superstore.  

Please purchase all class supplies prior to first class (unless otherwise noted).  

When purchasing your supplies for class, please ask for a special discount slip provided 

at the front counter.  Your purchases will be written on this slip in order to receive the 

student discount. 

There are no makeup classes or refunds if you fail to attend/miss a class. 

If necessary you may notify us up to 3 days prior to class start date for a full refund. 

All cellphones must be turned off or set to vibrate.  (Please be courteous and remember 

to do this before class starts.  If you must take a call, please step outside the classroom 

to do so.) 

 


