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92 Rancho Sisquoc 2013 Flood Family Vineyards 

Syrah (Santa Barbara County). A complete 

package, this shows lavender, smoke, boysenberry 

and black raspberry aromas on the nose. Plenty of 

acidity appears on the palate, where black pepper, 

white pepper, thyme and bay leaf spice up the tight 

blackberry core, ;nishing on a slightly caramelized 

note. —M.K. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

92 RouteStock 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 

Valley). With small additions of Merlot and 

Cabernet Franc, this wine opens in green olive and 

celery, with a tease of mint, before unleashing a 

mouth;lling core of black cherry and cassis. Lively 

acidity presides over all, giving a powerful backbone 

to a sophisticated wine. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 

abv: 14.1% Price: $22 

92 San Pedro 2012 Cabo de Hornos Special Re-

serve (Cachapoal Valley). Concentrated 

aromas of tarry berry fruits, herbs, eucalyptus, ol-

ive and briar patch are as Chilean as Pablo Neruda. 

This Cabernet-led blend is chewy, full and nicely 

textured. Spicy, mildly herbal Kavors of blackberry, 

plum and cassis ;nish spicy, with integrated but 

noticeable oak. Drink this powerful wine through 

2023. Shaw-Ross International Importers. Cellar 

Selection. —M.S. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $NA 

92 Stags’ Leap Winery 2012 Ne Cede Malis Es-

tate Grown Petite Sirah (Stags Leap District).

From a consistently ;ne producer of the variety, this 

classic version is blended with 15% other varieties 

and aged for a year in entirely American oak, 25% of 

it new. Viscous and black in color, it’s surprisingly 

vibrant on the palate, oVering just-ripe blackberry 

and mocha around a cradle of nuanced acidity and 

peppery spice. —V.B. 

abv: 14.1% Price: $115 

91 Albatross Ridge 2012 Estate Reserve Pinot 

Noir (Carmel Valley). From a promising new 

project, the nose of this wine is linear and focused, 

with black raspberry, black licorice, cola, wet sage-

brush and rain-on-slate scents. The tactile acidity 

once sipped creates a fascinating soX buzz on the 

tongue, with Kavors of dried mint, brisk raspberry 

and cherry tomato. Camphor and eucalyptus add 

intrigue on the ;nish. —M.K. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $55 

91 Artesa 2013 Limited Release Pinot Noir 

(Carneros). An inviting mix of rose and nut-

meg evolves into tightly woven layers of raspberry 

and blueberry, with the wine deXly showing its 

youth and ;ne-vintage pedigree. Powerful on the 

palate, it has weight and length, followed by soXly 

lingering allspice. —V.B. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

91 Capture 2012 Alliance Red Wine (Spring Moun-

tain). This is made from a majority Cabernet 

Sauvignon, with 11% Merlot and 2% Cabernet 

Franc. This makes for a soXly layered tease of cin-

namon, cedar and brush, with the tannins dry and 

grippy. Black licorice and violet dot the nose and 

palate. Drink now–2020. Cellar Selection. —V.B. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $90 

91 Castello di Gabbiano 2012 Bellezza Gran 

Selezione (Chianti Classico). Baked plum, 

Asian spice, vanilla and menthol aromas carry the 

nose. The elegantly structured palate oVers Keshy 

black cherry, licorice, mint and well-integrated 

French oak alongside ;ne-grained tannins that lend 

;rm, polished support. A coVee note marks the ;n-

ish. Treasury Wine Estates. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

91 Chronic Cellars 2013 Mr. Nibbles (Paso Ro-

bles). A hearty blend of 76% Zinfandel and 

24% Petite Sirah, this bottling packs a wallop of 

cinnamon-stick on the nose as well as strawberry 

puree, licorice and black pepper. Clove, allspice, 

and nutmeg arise immediately on the sip, backed by 

baked plum and bay leaf notes. —M.K. 

abv: 15.5% Price: $35 
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 petals that makes it pretty on the nose and elusive 

on the palate. —V.B. 

abv: 12.9% Price: $38 

89 Ken Brown 2013 Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). This appellation blend is rich and lush with 

baked black-cherry aromas, touches of black carda-

mom and clove spice, and earthy rhubarb and beet 

notes. The palate packs a lot of forest-Koor Kavors, 

from loam to pine needles, into dark cranberry and 

tight raspberry fruit, leveled by pepper and pencil 

lead. —M.K. 

abv: 14.3% Price: $45 

89 Kendric 2013 Proprietor Grown Pinot Noir (Marin County). Complex and dry, this has 

smoky, woodsy aromas and exotic Kavors like black 

tea, soy and cranberry. The balance is good, due to 

;rm tannins and acidity that combine for a mouth-

feel with a little bite. It’s very nice in a slightly rus-

tic style. —J.G. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $38 

89 Krutz 2013 Soberanes Vineyard Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). Wet slate, cinna-

mon and allspice notes meet with red cherry, baked 

black cherry and bramble on the nose of this bot-

tling from a popular single-vineyard source. Clay 

and chalky earth notes show on the palate, which is 

very full and rich with tart cherry, black plum and 

pencil-lead Kavors. —M.K. 

abv: 14.2% Price: $40 

89 Mignanelli 2013 Romas Vineyard Pinot Noir (Anderson Valley). A light color goes with 

delicate aromas and subtle fruit and spice Kavors 

in this medium-bodied wine. But it does not lack 

good balance or interesting nuances, including red 

cherry, cinnamon and cedar notes, and nice, bracing 

tannins. —J.G. 

abv: 13.8% Price: $42 

88 Albatross Ridge 2013 Cuvée Vivienne Pi-not Noir (Carmel Valley). The nose on this 

wine is a bit shy, but oVers crisp raspberry, red-

cherry pastry and black-pepper notes. The palate 

is straightforward with oregano, cranberry, crushed 

slate and earthy iron Kavors. It’s clean, pure and not 

overly complex. —M.K. 

abv: 12.5% Price: $40 

88 Borrellie 2014 Reserve Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). Bright and supple, this wine is vi-

brantly awash in red cherry, raspberry and whisps 

of vanilla, ;nishing lean and with plenty of versatil-

ity. —V.B. 

abv: 14.1% Price: $25 

88 Castle Rock 2013 Reserve Pinot Noir (Rus-sian River Valley). For full review see page 

14. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $19 

88 Domaine Anderson 2013 Estate Bottled Pinot Noir (Anderson Valley). This wine 

oVers very ripe and vivid fruit in the aromas and 

the Kavors, like blackberries and dark plums picked 

when they’re just beginning to shrivel. The texture 

is broad and the body full, but the tannins and acid-

ity feel low, so the wine’s personality is both big and 

soX. —J.G. 

abv: 14.1% Price: $50 

88 Etude 2013 Grace Benoist Ranch Estate Grown Pinot Noir (Carneros). A larger-pro-

duction wine that doesn’t hold back on quality, this 

oVers a bittersweet bite of black tea, cranberry and 

dried herb atop aromas of dried rose petals, remain-

ing varietal while also providing an oomph of body 

and texture. —V.B. 

abv: 14.4% Price: $45 

88 Foley 2013 T Anchor Ranch Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). This bottling is an ode to Bill 

Foley’s Texas roots. It shows dried strawberry, rich 

olallieberry, baked cherry, black-cardamom cream 

and plum cookies on the deliciously spiced, fruit-

forward nose. The palate is refreshing and fresh, 

with black raspberry and black-pepper Kavors. 

—M.K. 

abv: 14.1% Price: $55 

88 Greenwood Ridge 2014 Estate Bottled Pinot Noir (Mendocino Ridge). This tasty wine has 

charm along with enough body and tannin to make 

a good pairing with protein-heavy dishes. It smells 

like strawberries and red cherries, and is slightly 

herbal on the palate. —J.G. 

abv: 14.1% Price: $33 

88 Jack Barrett 2012 Pinot Noir (Central Coast). Rich black cherry, black-cardamom cream, 

smoked meat and touches of anise and tar show on 

the nose of this well-priced bottling from Kevin Ri-

ley of the Proulx Winery. There is lots of energy on 

the palate, with Kavors of tart black raspbery, hibis-

cus, sagebrush and a touch of nutmeg. —M.K. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $15 

88 Kings Mountain 2011 Bacchus Pinot Noir (Santa Cruz Mountains). There’s a bit of 

brown to the edges of this 100% new French-oak-

aged wine, which shows kirsch, sasparilla, smoked 

pork and an almost cognac-like element on the aged 

nose. The Kavors are rich and caramelized with 

seared cherries, woody oak and brown-fruit Kavors. 

—M.K. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $65 

88 La Pitchoune 2013 Holder Vineyard Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). OVering a light-

toned taste of raspberry coulis with well-de;ned 

acidity, this is a soX, silky vineyard-designate with 

a lilt of orange peel. A wall of tannins guards the 

;nish. —V.B. 

abv: 13.8% Price: $68 

88 Loring Wine Company 2014 Pinot Noir (Santa Lucia Highlands). One of Brian Lor-

ing’s always solid appellation blends, this one packs 

sour cherry and cranberry on the nose, with plenty 

of crushed sage and dried garden herbs, picking up 

more black cherry as time goes on. Pencil lead, but-

tered red cherry, oregano and bay leaf play into the 

grippy palate. —M.K. 

abv: 14.3% Price: $36 

88 Matrix 2013 Boschetti Family Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). Clear, light and vari-

etal, this wine ping-pongs between subtle cinnamon 

and Asian spice around dark cherry and earth, with 

a big, juicy hit of oak and intense tannin. It ;nishes 

full-;gured and robustly concentrated. —V.B. 

abv: 15% Price: $38 

88 Robert Mondavi 2013 Reserve Pinot Noir (Carneros-Napa Valley). Cherry compote 

and a Kair of kirsch preside over well-tended acidity 

in this full-bodied wine. Earthy lavender and herb 

give the wine an ethereal character atop solid, vel-

vety texture and a big oak ;nish. —V.B. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

88 Sante Arcangeli 2014 Mardikian Vineyard Pi-not Noir (Sonoma Coast). From a vineyard 

planted on the edge of Freestone by James MacPhail 

of MacPhail Family Wines and respected grower Jim 

Pratt, this wine opens with a splash of white pep-

per that persists on the soX, silky palate. Roses and 

black tea provide savory Kavor, with an intensity of 

forest Koor. —V.B. 

abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

88 Summerland 2014 Fiddlestix Vineyard Pinot Noir (Sta. Rita Hills). Light notes of cherry 

cola, rose petals and cinnamon show on the nose of 

this bottling from an iconic vineyard in the middle 

of the appellation. The palate is more complex, with 

cranberry and raspberry juice notes spiced up by 

peppercorn, bay leaf and tangy orange peels. —M.K. 

abv: 14.1% Price: $50 

88 The Mountain Winery 2012 Pinot Noir (Santa Cruz Mountains). Intriguingly unique scents 

and Kavors highlight this wine from the estate start-

ed more than a century ago by the legendary Paul 

Masson. Aromas of pomegranate juice, sour plum 

and elderberry jam meet with juniper, wet tobacco 

and spearmint on the nose. The palate packs black 

plum and blackberries with rose hips, black tea and 

more tobacco. —M.K. 

abv: 14.2% Price: $43 

88 Weather 2014 Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). This bold, round and supple wine 

manages to remain bright and light, oVering supple 

streaks of cranberry and cherry that take on some 

of the appellation’s inviting cola spice. Brick tar 

in color, it gets better in the glass and oVers good 

value. —V.B. 

abv: 13.9% Price: $25 

87 Estancia 2014 Pinot Noir (Monterey Coun-ty). Featuring an earthy, root-driven nose, 

this widely available and reliable bottling conveys 


