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Rochester Entrepreneur Patents Innovative, Multipurpose Plant-Support 

System; Begins Direct Sales Despite Pandemic to Help Gardeners and Small 

Producers Move Toward Self-Sufficiency 
 

Rochester, Minn.—Despite uncertainties caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, Rochester-based 

EZ Step Products has begun selling its innovative plant support system directly to consumers on 

its new ecommerce web site, ezstepproducts.com, and on amazon.com. 

 

Formerly available only from select retail hardware stores and garden centers, the EZ Step line of 

rugged, durable plant supports are now shipping nationwide and can be purchased directly by 

growers of all sizes, from back yard family gardeners to small specialty producers. 

 

Inventor and company President Terry Nelson, of Rochester, Minn., was concerned about doing 

business under pandemic conditions, but felt strongly about making his products available to 

growers everywhere, especially considering that the pandemic is prompting more home growers 

than ever before to produce their own food and seek greater levels of self-sufficiency. 

 

"We've known for some time that organic and home-grown fruits and vegetables offer an array of 

health benefits," says Nelson, "and now everyone is also noticing the economic benefits—or 

necessities—of growing more of their own food and being less dependent on grocery store supply 

chains which, as we are seeing, can be disrupted. Being out of toilet paper is one thing, but being 

out of food is quite another." 

 

Different By Design 

 

Taking steps to grow more of our own food is a good first step toward increased food security 

and self-sufficiency, but keeping those plants growing upright through the howling wind and  

torrential rain that often accompany climate change, with growing seasons that now include  
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increasingly dynamic weather conditions, is the driving force behind the company's plant-support 

system. 

 

Despite your best efforts, if Mother Nature tips your plants over and scatters your tomatoes all 

over the ground, your hard work will have been for nothing.  

 

"I didn't want to build yet another low-quality plant support or flimsy tomato cage that was 

secretly designed to fail at the end of each growing season," Nelson says, "so I set out to design 

and build a system that would work for almost any grower, on almost any vertical plant, and 

would last for years." 

 

And that system, dubbed the EZ Step Plant-Support System, is refreshingly elegant in its 

simplicity. A solid steel post with an innovative "step in" anchor that makes the post easy to 

install and impossible to tip over provides the backbone, and a series of fully adjustable support 

rings in a variety of sizes tailors that support to the needs of each plant.  

 

The details of the system, which can also be used to support temporary fencing, mark trails and 

driveways, and support small trees and shrubs, are easy to see at www.ezstepproducts.com, but 

the main takeaway—the key feature that separates these products from the rest—is the fact that 

they're massively overbuilt, by design. They also have a no-hassle, three-year warranty. 

 

Growing up on a family farm near St. Charles, Minn., Nelson learned the value of hard work, 

doing things the right way the first time, and the benefits of using quality materials. Those values 

are reflected in every aspect of his products, and they are truly designed to "just work," season 

after season. 

 

"When I was 10 years old," Nelson says, "my foster parents literally saved my life. They taught 

me that hard work equals success, they taught me to be determined, and they taught me to never 

give up on the things (and the people) that were important. Those values—that nothing is free, 

nothing is handed to you, and that you have to go out and earn it—have helped me achieve a 

lifetime of business success, and because of that success, I can now give back to friends, family, 

community, and customers through EZ Step Products."  

 

After five years of testing, building—and destroying—a variety of designs and materials, in 2019, 

the US Patent and Trademark Office, agreeing that Nelson's EZ Step-In Post design was unique 

in the marketplace, granted the multipurpose support post US Patent 10,329,793 B2. His EZ 

Rings, an integral part of the overall system, are patent-pending. 

 

As Nelson is proud to point out, "The EZ Step Plant-Support System is 'farm grade' through and 

through, but home growers also appreciate the system's real quality and proven versatility—

especially in the present era of disposable, low-quality products and customer service." 

 

Made in America 

 

"Made in the USA" isn't just a slogan for EZ Step Products—it's a core value that, according to 

everyone involved, benefits customer, company, and country. 
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"We support American growers by building the highest-quality plant-support products available 

anywhere," says Nelson, "and our products are all made in the USA by smaller, regional 

manufacturers, and not global conglomerates. Our manufacturing partners are all staffed by 

American workers—our friends and neighbors—and probably yours, too."  

 

It's not that EZ Step Products is opposed to expanding opportunities and inclusive partnerships, 

but the roots of the company and its products run right through Minnesota farm country.  

 

"There was a time when American companies built not only products—they also built 

communities," Nelson says, "and they valued their employees and invested in them. They built a 

strong and vibrant middle class. And they built economies in which rising tides lifted all boats.  

Most modern companies—unfortunately—build only  'shareholder value' and little else." 

 

Although it's starting small, EZ Step Products is committed to being an Old School company. 

And despite the uncertainties of the pandemic, the company is looking forward to successfully 

expanding online and through a variety of partnerships with growers, wholesalers, and 

cooperatives. 

 

"When growers actually get their hands on our plant-support products and 'step' them into the 

ground, the value and benefits of the system are immediately clear, they stop worrying about the 

weather, and they start focusing on bigger, better plants, bigger yields, and so on." 

 

EZ Step Products is looking forward to bringing the benefits of its unique "Made in Minnesota" 

plant supports to quality-conscious growers nationwide. 
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