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The Value of Life  

It was the summer of 2009 when my neighbor brought home a litter of tiny week-old 

kittens she’d found on the side of the road.  She invited me over to meet them and I felt an 

instant unexplainable connection—a sense of contentment and peace in caring for something so 

utterly helpless.  Ever since, I have found my passion in advocating for those most helpless, 

specifically feral cats and orphaned kittens.   

At age twelve, I began volunteering at the local animal shelter—an opportunity to earn 

volunteer hours and gain experience in veterinary medicine.  However, what was supposed to be 

an enriching experience was truly tragic.  The animals were miserable, and their care givers 

didn’t care.  One Friday afternoon, I walked into what I believed to be the food freezer.  I was 

revulsed to find that the room was filled with the frozen corpses of animals “not worth” the time, 

energy, or money to be kept alive.   The majority of the victims were kittens, no more than five 

weeks old.  The shelter did not have the resources or will to care for the sick, feral, or orphaned.  

I decided at that moment I would fight to change this; these animals, too, were worthy of life.  I 

quit and began my research.  I quickly discovered that fostering was the best way to save these 

poor creatures.  After a PowerPoint presentation to my parents, I had them convinced.   A litter 

of kittens from Tailchasers Animal Rescue arrived at my door the next week—the first of many.   

I woke throughout the night to feed these precious babies and 8 weeks later we found them 

loving homes.  I struggled, at first, to let them go but the joy I felt knowing they were going to 

forever homes made it all worth it.  I fostered regularly, transforming scared, sickly kittens into 

loving, playful family members.   

I was, however, determined to do more.  A year later, I started an Instagram page, and 

called my organization Fur Babies Animal Rescue.  I was brought kittens almost weekly during 

the spring and summer by friends, family, and neighbors.  I also began to pull kittens from 

Craigslist when I came across post like: “Found Kittens”, “Free Kittens”, and “New-born 

Kittens”.  These kittens are all at increased risk of going to homes unable to meet their needs or, 

worse, becoming dog “bait”.  Often to my parents’ chagrin, I foster upwards of ten cats and 

kittens at a time.  With the help of groups like Happy Pet Owners and PetSmart, I have found 

them all loving homes.    

My tiniest rescue is one of my greatest success stories.  Rio was a premature tabby kitten 

brought to me by a woman off Craigslist.  He was no more than a couple days old (with his 

umbilical cord still attached) and weighed only 2.5 ounces.  Every inch of his body was covered 

in fleas.  He was anemic and nearly lifeless.  Still blind and deaf, he did not even have the energy 

to cry.  I immediately placed him on a heating pad and began to tube feed him a mixture of kitten 

milk replacer, Pedialyte, and Karo syrup.  I spent nearly all of the first night awake with him, 

praying he would survive.  After a week of removing fleas, waking to feed every three hours, and 

lots of snuggles Rio had made tremendous improvement.  At eight weeks, he’s was playful, 

cuddly and ready to be fixed.  Today he lives surrounded by love with his forever family.   

  I now volunteer at the same clinic where my animals are fixed.  I assist in surgeries, 

vaccinations, and the administering of medications to cats and dogs.  This has allowed me the 

first-hand knowledge necessary to handle my fosters’ basic veterinary concerns at home—be it 

tapeworm, ringworm, or the common upper respiratory infection.  Once my fosters are healthy 

and spayed/neutered it is my primary goal to find them loving homes prepared to commit to care 

for their kitten upwards of fifteen years.  All my fosters go home with contracts and the 

understanding that adopters will provide updates on the well-being of their fur baby.  To date, I 

have rescued and rehomed over one hundred and fifty cats and kittens. 
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Much of my work has been directed at improving the lives of feral cats—creatures often 

seen as pests.  I aim to reduce the population of feral cats through “Trap Neuter Return”.  When 

possible, I work to socialize and rehome kittens four months and younger as the process becomes 

increasingly difficult with age.  Unfortunately, I have come across human cruelty far too many 

times: kittens in dumpsters and even people threatening to drown cats in traps. 

I firmly believe that the root of this problem is lack of education especially among 

youth—our future leaders.  For this reason, I began an Animal Rescue Club at my high school.  

As president and founder, I make it a point to educate students about the importance of spay and 

neuter.  We participate in multiple service events and partner with groups like Animal Rescue of 

Tracy, Happy Pet Owners and PetSmart.  Students have the opportunity to regularly foster, 

paving the way for a new generation of leaders committed to compassion.   

Together we have organized multiple fundraisers and service projects including the 

second annual “Feed the Fur Babies”.  This is an initiative I began last Christmas as a way to 

feed the pets of homeless men and women in downtown Stockton.  This year, with the help of 

club members, we were able to advertise the event and raise nearly three hundred pounds of dog 

and cat food to package and hand out Christmas morning.  Our club has become increasingly 

popular at school and we are now helping students at the other high school in our town to create 

their own animal rescue club.  I feel content knowing that my work will continue even once I 

leave for college.  Our work is a compelling witness to an essential verity: every life has value.    
 

  

   


