
Imagine you are a child, playing outside near where you live. Your mother 

is nearby, watching. Suddenly, strange men appear and viciously beat you. Your 

mother cries out, unable to help. You frantically call out to her; you can’t flee. 

They drag you off; you have no idea what is happening or why. 

 

This terrifying ordeal occurs annually to hundreds of thousands of baby 

Harp seals in Canada. I first learned that Harp seals were commercially hunted 

when I was seven. Harp seals had been my favorite animals since preschool, 

and I had no clue about the atrocities being committed; when I found out, I was 

outraged. I couldn’t believe people would hurt such innocent, helpless creatures. 

Aghast, I researched the specifics of the hunt. I learned that seal pups are 

commercially hunted for their fur, that 98% are under three months of age when 

killed, and many have not yet had their first solid meal. One of the more startling 

facts I discovered is that the hunt isn’t even economically viable! In 2015, for 

example, the Canadian government spent five times as much to support the hunt 

as it actually produced in profits. The more I learned, the more infuriated I 

became. Something needed to be done to end this cruel and unnecessary 

practice; I was certain I was the one to do it. That moment ignited the next ten 

years of fervent passion and activism for stopping the Canadian commercial seal 

hunt; I immediately started my own campaign. 

 

The moment I learned seals were being legally hunted at such an 

enormous and unsustainable scale, I knew what I was going to do. If I could help 

other people find out about the senseless slaughter, they too would be just as 

affected as I was, and together we would all rise up and stop the killing. My first 

step was a letter to the editor of the local paper, which was published; then, with 

the help of a few classmates, I created a petition that garnered over 1400 

signatures. Subsequently, I have written and distributed informational handouts 

on the seal hunt and how to help stop it; and I have been invited to lecture at 

schools, a college, a senior center and a national wildlife refuge, among other 

places. 



 

Raising awareness was only the beginning; I had to do more to directly help 

seals. After I researched and considered several nonprofits, I decided to raise 

money for the Humane Society of the United States Protect Seals campaign 

because they work through legislative means to create lasting change on a large 

scale. 

 

I don’t just solicit donations. I want to actually earn the money by giving 

people something in return. I started at age seven by making simple beaded 

bracelets to sell for a dollar, a craft I had learned in preschool. Over the last ten 

years, I’ve expanded my selection of products, now hand-crafting seal stones, 

magnets, figurines, key-chains, ornaments, finger-puppets, and hats. I 

conservatively estimate that I’ve made over 4,000 bracelets and over 3,500 

polymer clay seals, used in the key-chains, ornaments and figurines. Through 

sales, I have raised over $19,000 dollars, all donated to the seals. I charge low 

prices because I see these crafts as an extension of my efforts to raise 

awareness. Selling my goods gives me an opportunity to engage with others. 

The crafts themselves remind customers about the issue and give them an 

opportunity to share this information with people who do not directly interact with 

me.  

 

When I began this campaign, I had very broad and unspecific goals. I 

actually believed that I could end the seal hunt in less than a year! Obviously, 

despite my seven-year old self’s hopes, it will take a long time to end it, but so far 

I have educated many people about this terrible practice and what they can do to 

end it. I have raised nearly $20,000 for the HSUS Protect Seals Campaign, and I 

believe that the efforts of those of us around the world who strive to end this 

inhumane and unjust slaughter have begun working. The number of seals killed 

each year decreased steeply from about 217,000 in 2008 to only 66,000 in 2017. 

This is due to the closing of foreign markets to seal fur and other products, 

largely the result of video documentation by HSUS shared with foreign 



governments. I feel I played a role, however small, in the global community that 

triggered these positive developments. 

 

Along with potentially changing the situation for seals, my work on my campaign 

has also affected me. Through my activism, I learned useful practical skills that 

have contributed to other areas of my life. Talking with people about the plight of 

harp seals helped me overcome social anxiety and a speech impediment. I also 

learned self-discipline, especially when making crafts for hours on end. Through 

my campaign, I learned about other ways in which animals are mistreated. Most 

importantly, my sense of compassion has developed along with my seal 

campaign. Through my work, my awareness of the injustices inflicted on animals 

has increased. So, at age eight, I became a vegetarian; now I try to avoid all 

products tested on animals. I have volunteered at animal shelters and lobbied for 

animal welfare legislation. 

 

One might expect that over the years I might become jaded to the horrors 

of the seal hunt; I might grow discouraged at its continuation. But my heart still 

breaks every time I see a picture of a sealer’s hakapik about to hit a helpless 

baby seal. I still feel that rush of horror, disgust, and anger every time I read 

about the practices or hear about the aftermath of the slaughter. I still feel that 

almost reflex-like drive to eliminate this practice from the world and to fight 

against the cruelty and injustice of this atrocity. I know that no matter how 

hopeless the situation seems every March when the seal hunt starts, we will 

eventually prevail. 



 


