
Across the United States and its territories, Americans say different words to describe the 

same thing. These linguistic variations are indicative of the many cultural differences that 

exist. Firefly or lightening bug? Soda or pop? As Americans, we are proud of our melting 

pot. This pride is why I have set out to challenge how dogs are treated in Puerto Rico. In 

the Continental United States, dogs are pets that provide companionship. In Puerto Rico, 

there is a dichotomy between the picturesque beaches and the treatment of dogs.  

 

When I first arrived in Puerto Rico, the bright, yellow sun and deep, blue ocean gave off 

a sense of tranquility. However, the paw prints in the sand reflected the hidden secrets of 

the island. I came across a puppy in a busy intersection and after speaking to some of the 

local shop owners in an effort to find her owners, I discovered that she was just one of the 

thousands of stray dogs in Puerto Rico and that I was in an area known as “Dead Dog 

Beach.” 

 

Horrified by the name alone, a few miles down the road I discovered a beach littered with 

dogs abandoned by families who could no longer afford to feed them. They roamed the 

coastline with protruding ribs and low slung heads.  

 

With my parents consent, I took “Taco” back to our hotel and made arrangements for her 

to come back to New York with us. While it was a happy ending for Taco, I soon realized 

that there were still hundreds of dogs on that beach.  

 

Being heartbroken by what occurs in Puerto Rico, I found the Sato Project. The Sato 

Project is an organization that rescues dogs from Dead Dog Beach and ships them to their 

forever homes.  

 

Even though I was relieved that there was an organization for me to get involved in that 

helped these dogs, I knew there needed to be a shift in thinking for the problem to really 

be eradicated. I decided to write and publish a children’s book called Taco’s Tale based 

on my story of rescuing Taco. I wrote the book in hopes of educating children on the 

importance of caring for their pets. The book is currently available on Amazon and all of 

the proceeds are donated to the Sato Project.  

 

Once the book was available, I decided to combine my passion for animals with my 

involvement in DECA. I knew that doing so would elevate awareness and also allow me 

to improve the work I had already put in. I created a licensed business called Tales for 

Change and entered the New York State DECA Competition in the Business Growth 

Category. In order to compete, I wrote an in-depth business plan which included a SWOT 

analysis and marketing and financial plans.  

 

I came in 1
st
 place in the New York State Competition and finished 5th in the 

International Competition. At each of these events, I met people from all over the world 

and discussed what was occurring in Puerto Rico. I also handed out my books.  

 

Looking back, I would undoubtedly make the same decision to try and change how 

people in Puerto Rico view dogs. While I have brought a lot of exposure to the issue, 



there are a few things I would like to differently in the future. One major change I strive 

to make is to find other manufacturers and retailers to produce and sell Taco’s Tale 

without taking as much of the profits. This way, more money can be donated to the 

SATO project for a stronger impact.  

At the end of Taco’s Tale, the puppy “received a certificate of good health allowing her 

to travel on an airplane to her new home. Taco’s exciting adventure had begun.” My goal 

is that those sad, gentle souls roaming “Dead Dog Beach” will also find health and 

happiness due to education.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


