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When I was in 5th grade our Girl Scout Troop Leader made arrangements for us to visit 

the Long Beach Animal Shelter. Before we traveled there we collected blankets and sold cookies 

to earn money to purchase other needed supplies for the shelter. Although the facility and 

animals all appeared well cared for, I still recall being troubled that so many domestic animals 

had no family to love and care for them.  

Once we entered middle school our leader arranged for us to camp in Laguna and visit 

the Pacific Marine Mammal Center. Here we learned about the great number of seals and sea 

lions stranded on local beaches in desperate need of medical attention. So our troop adopted a 

sea lion and paid for its food and medical attention until it was able to be returned to the ocean. 

After the seal's recovery, we remained in close contact with the mammal center and assisted with 

beach and estuary clean-ups in an effort to continue to support the rescue, rehabilitation, and 

release mission of the center. Our involvement in both the shelter and mammal center at such a 

young age introduced me to the importance of being a part of something much bigger than 

myself, as well as enhanced perceptions and significance of animal welfare.   

I have remained in Girl Scouts and earned my animal care badges, as well as completed a 

leader-in-action project that raised awareness about what may happen to domestic animals when 

their caretaker becomes ill and unable to care for them. Moreover, during the most restrictive 

stages of the pandemic, I became a dog walker for those shut in within my community. When it 

came time for me to complete my Silver Award, the second-highest achievement in Girl Scouts, 

I researched how many animals get separated from owners when they are placed in recuperative 

care. I worked with two organizations; Brilliant Corners and Step Up to increase awareness 

about how important mentally and physically it is to both patient/client and animal to stay 

together if at all possible. My parents allowed me to care for dogs that would have been 

displaced if it weren’t for our intervention. To date, I still watch over one of the dogs when the 

owners must be away from the home for any serious length of time.  

During the pandemic, many of our Girl Scouts expressed feeling sad, lonely, stressed out, 

and even scared. We thought our leaders had gone crazy when they suggested we should visit the 

Gentle Barn in Los Angeles, California. Here while brushing cows, feeding horses, petting goats 

and sheep, giving pigs tummy rubs, and hearing the animals’ stories of rescue and resilience, I 

became more curious about what animals eat, how they play, where they sleep, and the many 

different ways animals use to communicate. I also felt the calling to be an agent of change in my 

own neighborhood for animals, nature, and other people.  

Last summer, I was selected for a paid internship with the Long Beach City Prosecutor's 

Office. This experience highlighted my desire to continue to be an animal advocate. I utilized my 

research skills and knowledge to raise awareness about the care of animals living with the 

homeless population. My community is far from perfect, but we do have social workers, first 

responders, as well as community leaders discussing the ongoing benefit of assisting pet owners 



with limited financial resources. I am passionate about animals having suitable environments to 

reside with owners, assisting with appropriate animal diets, and protecting animals from 

unnecessary pain, suffering, injury, and/or disease. 

To date, I routinely sign up for beach and wetland community clean-ups. I am learning 

how each environment is sensitive and supports numerous plants and animals. Plastic pollution 

particularly can be extremely harmful to local marine life. Plastic can easily become entangled 

and get caught around necks, beaks, feet, wings, flippers, and fins of marine animals, choking the 

poor animals or affecting their mobility and ability to catch food to feed themselves. Plastic is 

also often ingested by marine animals, either by accident or on purpose, which can cause 

blockages in the digestive system. During another Girl Scout event with the Long Beach 

Aquarium, we learned how these blockages have been shown to cause suffering in marine 

animals, as well as internal injuries, suppressed immune and reproductive systems, and often 

death. Moreover, I also help actively plan the annual Haute Dog Howl’oween parade which takes 

place in the city of Long Beach in hopes of furthering understanding and appreciation of dogs, 

helping to dispel damaging myths, and encouraging responsible ownership practices while 

offering practical adoption and rescue opportunities.  

In all, I have applied to 4 colleges that will enhance my academic, professional, and 

animal advocacy skills. It is my hope to obtain my bachelor’s degree and continue to graduate 

school to study animal protection law. This scholarship will help pay for my continuing 

education. 



 


