
Since the day I was born I have grown up with pets and have had a strong connection with 
them. Some like to call me the animal whisperer due to the fact that the most frightened 
animal will come to me without a second thought in mind. Animals have always been my 
passion. As a small child I would visit the local animal shelters every weekend just to spend time 
with the animals. When I hit high school that’s when my connections with animals really 
became stronger. I started my own pet pantry, began working at the local humane society, and 
I now work at a vet clinic in my hometown.  
 
In my community there is a large population of underprivileged people and many of them had 
pets, which was resulting in them having to surrender them to the shelters or even sell them. 
The thought of giving up an animal truly devastated me as I have pets of my own and I know 
that I could never come to terms with doing that. I knew that I had to do something, so with 
some research and several meetings with directors of other nonprofits, I decided to take it 
upon myself to make a change. In 2014, I began my own 501(c)3 nonprofit organization called 
Emma’s Pet Pantry. Emma’s Pet Pantry provides pet food to those in the community that 
cannot afford it. I also find clinics and vouchers that offer low cost spay/neuters as well as 
vaccinations. I provide food for about 25-30 pets per month and the praise that I get from those 
that use my service is very rewarding because not only do I know that the animals are being fed 
but that the owners are happy too because I am a firm believer that having pets in your home 
makes you happier and they are great stress relievers.  
 
Even though my nonprofit is a huge time commitment, I felt that that wasn’t enough to help 
the animals and decided to volunteer at my local humane society. After volunteering for a little 
while and working alongside animal care providers there I decided to apply for a paid position 
and I was hired as an animal care provider. Animal care providers are the ones working behind 
the scenes. Every day that I work I ensure that the animals are being fed and watered, their 
“living spaces” are sanitized and clean, and that the dogs get time outside, along with a very 
long list of other endless tasks. I love my job and if you offered me a job sitting at a desk making 
a million dollars a day I wouldn’t take it. Not many people can say that they love their job that 
much, but my position combines two of my favorite things, animals and cleaning. My job has 
also been able to prepare for my future, where I plan on becoming a veterinarian, as I get to 
work alongside veterinary technicians and learn about vaccinations, prescriptions, and overall 
maintaining the health of an animal.  
 
I began volunteering/shadowing at a local vet clinic in my community. Here, I also got to work 
alongside veterinary technicians and learn about the health of animals, along with running 
laboratory tests, drawing blood, and assisting in surgical procedures. Being able to work with 
other techs inspired me to pick up another job in the animal field where I work as a veterinary 
technician/assistant. I was able to obtain this position this past summer and it has truly been an 
eye-opening experience. From saving the dog that crashed during surgery to applying a flea 
preventative on a cat, they have been great learning experiences for me and have prepared me 
for my future after high school and even college. As I said before I plan on becoming a 
veterinarian, so working at the clinic has provided me with insight in this field and what life is 
like in the typical day of a vet and I get to do all of it while helping the animals.  



 
Together, all three of these things have shaped my beliefs on animal welfare because I feel that 
they should be given the best chance at life. All of my experiences started as volunteer-based 
activities but have turned into so much more than that. I have established connections with 
people who share the same passion as I do and I get work with animals and make sure they are 
properly taken care of every day.  
 
 
 


