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I have always been intrigued by the oceans and marine life. My passion and interest in 

marine life has only become stronger with time. In the Ocean’s there is always something new to 

discover and amazing animals that have adapted to live in extreme conditions. I am currently 

working at SeaQuest Aquarium, on the Marine Team. I love working with and learning about all the 

fish and aquatic animals we have at the aquarium. My career goal is to work in marine mammal 

rescue. Humans are harming the oceans and marine life. The oceans are key to maintaining balance 

on Earth and humans are quickly destroying many key features, such as coral reefs, crucial to 

maintaining this balance. I plan to work to save our precious oceans and in sea rescue, helping 

marine animals hurt, caught in nets and oil spills, or stranded. 

Because of my passion for marine life and the oceans I focused my Girl Scout travels around 

service work related to marine animals. 

In 2014 I self-funded a 2-week Girl Scout Destination trip to Costa Rica and Panama to 

work with researchers on sea turtle preservation. I participated in nightly beach patrols to protect 

sea turtles while they laid eggs, cataloged nests, evaluated unhatched eggs, and even helped release 

100 hatchling sea turtles to the ocean. While in Panama I completed my open-water SCUBA 

certification. This was an amazing experience and I learned about another culture and participated 

in a community service event for a local village. This trip was truly an inspiration and served to 

solidifying my desire to pursue a career in marine animal rescue and work to preserve our precious 

oceans. In 2015 I traveled on another Girl Scout Destination to Texas for a 10-day Marine Science 

camp and participated in a community service project where we built and installed monofilament 

fishing line recycle containers at a local fishing pier. Improperly discarded fishing line harms 

animals such as fish, sea turtles, aquatic birds, and dolphins. Theses animals can become entangled 

in or swallow the fishing line and hooks leading to serious injury or even death. Providing the 

recycle containers allows fishermen to responsibly dispose of their used lines and hooks keeping sea 

animals safe and our oceans clean. These Girl Scout Destinations help me develop the courage and 

passion to travel and experience new cultures. I was truly inspired, and these trips served to 

solidifying my desire to pursue a career in marine animal rescue and preservation of our precious 

oceans. 

My passion for animals and service to others also led me to becoming a volunteer puppy 

raiser for Guide Dogs for the Blind (GBD), a nonprofit providing free guide dogs to the visually 

impaired. I earned my Girl Scout Gold Award by raising my 1st puppy. Raisers care for puppies 

24/7 from 2-17 months of age, socializing and teaching obedience. Raising guide dogs opened my 

eyes to how service dogs change people’s life and their daily struggles, like fake service dog 

encounters, which has become an increasingly serious problem. People buy “service dog” vests 

online then others see these dogs misbehave in public, giving a bad name to real, properly trained 

service dogs. Businesses are becoming reluctant to allow real service dogs, significantly affecting 

people who depend on them. Many guide dogs are attacked by fake service dogs often resulting in 

forced retirement, severely limiting the visually impaired person’s life. Guide dogs provide 

increased mobility and independence for the visually impaired. I’m independent and active and took 

these qualities for granted. Seeing other’s carelessness taking this from the visually impaired, I 

wanted to help. I created a social media awareness campaign, “Octaves Journey” 

(https://www.facebook.com/OctavesJourney), reaching 1400 people across 15 countries, had TV 

and newspaper interviews, and provided schools and businesses with information about properly 

trained service dogs and ADA accessibility rights. My GDB puppy was the 1st in my school district 

and now 3 more schools allow GDB puppies in training. I’m currently raising my 2nd GDB puppy 
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and will have dedicated 3 years and 8000+ service hours to the visually impaired once complete. I 

have met and learned about amazing people going against the odds, doing things never expected of 

the visually impaired. They have inspired me to never give up on my dreams, that anything is 

possible, and I no longer take what I have for granted. This project helped me voice problems to my 

community, empowering me to make a difference, to stand up for what I believe in, and go out of 

my comfort zone to help others. 

I’m a dedicated student-athlete, playing national travel volleyball, a Guide Dogs for the 

Blind volunteer puppy raiser, and work part-time while maintaining a 3.6 GPA (4.3 weighted) with 

honors/AP classes. I’m excited to start the next stage of my life. I have accepted an offer to play 

volleyball for Mitchell College in the fall of 2019 and I will be majoring in Marine Biology. 

Attending Mitchell College will provide me with a career path to marine animal rescue through my 

coursework; research and dive opportunities with Dr Ramsay, the Marine Biology Department 

head; and internship opportunities at Mystic Aquarium on their sea rescue team. My long-term goal 

is to complete a master’s degree in Marine Mammal Science at the University of St Andrews in 

Scotland. I plan to spend my life helping marine animals and preserving our precious oceans. 
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