
Some believe people have callings in life, or a reason they were put on this 

Earth. These callings start as a nagging feeling, then slowly begin to drive your 

everyday life. I discovered my calling in life when I was young. I wanted to 

help animals.  I wanted to help make my community a better place for all, and I 

started doing so from one fateful visit to my local animal shelter.  

I was eight years old when I first visited Midcoast Humane Animal shelter. My 

grandmother had been looking for a dog and I tagged along with her. The 

shelter was made of cracked cinder blocks that amplified the sorrowful barks of 

scared canines and the skittish felines hiding in collapsing cat trees. The shelter 

was falling apart, but it was perfect to me. Midcoast Humane has changed my 

life in so many incredible ways, and over the course of a decade, I have raised 

over $15,000 for the shelter, volunteered for more than 2,000 hours, found 

homes for approximately 160 foster cats, and have loved every minute of it.  

I began volunteering at the shelter with small, menial tasks that were 

manageable for an eight-year-old. I started with folding laundry, cleaning litter 

boxes and spending time socializing the animals. As the years passed, my 

responsibilities grew. I started volunteering at mega-adoption events, food 

drives and slowly grew into a community outreach volunteer, becoming a 

spokesperson for the shelter at different events. In addition to all of this, when I 

got my driver’s license in 2020, I began to participate in rescue relays for high-

risk animals, driving them from high-kill shelters in the south to no-kill shelters 

in New England. During spring and summer quarantine in 2020, I also 

completed two large projects at Midcoast Humane. First, I created an organic 

garden for the small animals. I grew many animal-friendly greens so that they 

could have access to fresh food at the shelter. I also completed a major 

renovation of the three outdoor cat enclosures at Midcoast, researching the best 

ways to create the perfect environment for the cats to be stimulated and happy 

while spending time at the shelter.  

Out of all the projects I’ve completed at Midcoast Humane, I feel the most 

impactful has been my foster work. Through the past seven years, I have been 

able to foster over 160 animals in my home, creating an environment where they 

can safely and comfortably wait out their time for a forever home. The animals I 

foster have challenges that prevent them from being adopted, and I do my best 

to help them overcome these challenges. I socialize semi-feral kittens until they 

are acclimated to people and care for cats with health issues that require 

intensive help to recover. I have done my very best to help each animal that has 



come into my foster care. One of the most rewarding parts of my fostering is 

using social media to find perfect fit forever families for my fosters. I currently 

have over eight hundred followers between Facebook and Instagram, and social 

media outreach has allowed me to place my 160 fosters in many wonderful 

homes all across New England, from my next-door neighbor to Connecticut and 

New York.  

I am proud to share that my foster work was featured in the June 2019 Catster 

magazine, and I have been fortunate enough to be recognized by several 

organizations for my volunteerism at the shelter. National organizations such as 

the Prudential Spirit of Community Award, and the US Cellular “Future of 

Good” Award, as well as state awards like WCSH’s “Six Who Care” have 

recognized me for my animal welfare efforts. I’ve used these award platforms to 

raise awareness of animal welfare. I have donated all of the recognition money I 

have received from these awards, which totals to around $15,000.00, back to 

Midcoast Humane.  

It has been a joy to donate over 2,000 hours and $15,000.00 to the cause of 

animal welfare, but the most rewarding part is receiving photos and emails from 

families that have adopted one of my many fosters. To witness each animal that 

I have cared for in their loving forever home truly embodies the saying “saving 

an animal won’t change the world, but the world will change forever for that one 

animal”.  

Thank you for considering me for the Scholars Helping Collars Scholarship. To 

learn more about my passion for animal welfare, please check out my Facebook 

@Blake’s Foster Cats.  

Sincerely,  

Blakely (Blake) Austin  
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