
     My experience with animals started much like the average American. I grew up having a dog, 

some outside cats, and due to living in rural Miami County, Ohio, I was involved in raising a 

goat, sheep, cows, and chickens. It wasn’t until I was fifteen though, that I got involved with my 

local animal shelter – His Hands Extended Sanctuary (HHES), to be exact. It was at that point 

that I was looking for an Eagle Scout project.  

     I went with my mom to HHES to pick up our cat, Marco, one day from their low cost spay 

and neuter program. While we were there, we noticed that the sanctuary seemed to be struggling 

to keep up with everyday operations. Soon after, I got in touch with the sanctuary’s owner and 

asked if there were any projects that I might be able to get done for them as my Eagle Scout 

Project. Of course they accepted and told me that they were on the dawn of a huge fencing 

project. The plan was to put in five chain-link dog runs. This was eventually cut down to three, 

with the last two getting put on hold. 

     Because neither the sanctuary nor I have a money tree, I put together a fundraiser to help 

alleviate some of the costs of such a large project, since this was a major part of the reason the 

fencing project had yet to be started. After graciously being approved by Tractor Supply 

Company in my hometown of Troy Ohio, I set up a photo booth in their parking lot on two 

occasions, one of which was TSC's Pet Day. I made posters to show what I was raising money 

for and handled all the details of the booth such as talking to the customers, collecting money, 

and entertaining the dogs so my mom could take their pictures. I then transferred the images onto 

the computer and sent them electronically to Meijer for immediate processing. I had previously 

talked to the manager at Meijer, located next door to TSC, and she generously donated a $50 gift 

card to use to pay for the printing costs. The customers paid at the photo booth and picked up 

their prints at Meijer. One family had their children in the pictures with their beloved dog, two 

families asked for us to make a home visit, which we did, and a couple people just wanted to 

donate money to the worthy cause. In addition to the photo booth fundraiser, I was invited to 

speak on behalf of HHES to the local Rotary and I received a donation from a Rotary member 

towards the fencing project. 

     Next came securing the materials. Because HHES was paying for the majority of the project 

and they typically buy through Lowe's, I approached the manager at Lowe's and asked if there 



was any way they would be able to help with my project, whether it was through a discount, 

matching the funds that I raised, or in a donation. After getting in touch with corporate, they told 

me that they would be able to match my raised funds AND discount the rest by 10%. That saved 

the sanctuary almost $1,000!  

     In the following weeks, my friends, Boy Scout troop, and family helped me to put up three 

brand new dog runs. It was an amazing feeling to see them completed and in use, but this was 

not to be the end of my involvement at the sanctuary. 

    Soon after my Eagle Scout Project was completed, HHES decided to split the land that was for 

the other two dog runs into three and to build the first run right away. Because I'd been there and 

built fence for them before, I got a group of my friends together and we volunteered to help with 

building this run as well. 

     Almost six months after the completion of the dog runs, I was offered a job at HHES helping 

to release animals from the low-cost spay and neuter clinic. That job quickly expanded to allow 

me to work with the animals that live at the sanctuary as I worked there full time over the 

summer of 2015. I got to meet all of their 170 cats and 190 dogs. I cleaned cages, floors, food 

and water bowls, moved donated food, cleaned the waiting area, moved lumber, helped with 

adoptions of cats and dogs, and I even got to troubleshoot computer & printing problems for the 

sanctuary. I quickly fell in love with many of the animals and, for me and the other 

employees/volunteers, it's not just a job, but a common desire to see the rescued animals receive 

a better life. I have helped to oversee groups of volunteers by helping re-paint fences, pull weeds, 

build fence, and complete other projects that are best done with a large group of people. Twice I 

have taken donated supplies to the sanctuary. I have loaded up scrap metal at the sanctuary and 

sold it to provide a little extra cash. During my time as an employee, I have donated over twenty 

hours of work for various reasons, from tight finances at HHES to volunteer hours required for 

high school graduation. Even though my school schedule has prohibited me from working there 

as much as I'd like, I still make time whenever I can to go lend a helping hand. I am eager for the 

day when I am able to return to being involved at the sanctuary on a more consistent basis.  

 


