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For as long as I can remember, I have been passionate about helping animals. Animals 

have always fascinated me with their unique behaviors, beautiful physiques, and the elegance 

they portray within the wild. As I grew older, my enthusiasm for animals became more 

significant as I was increasingly aware of the effect the current state of our environment has on 

their wellbeing. It was devastating knowing that every day, animals were suffering and there 

weren't nearly enough people willing and able to help. While many children my age enjoyed 

reading fictional books or playing video games, I couldn't get enough of National Geographic 

and James Herriot, a story of a veterinarian at work. For hours on end, I studied animals, both 

domestic and in the wild. Through the knowledge I acquired each day, I became aware of the 

wave of change I could activate through the power of my own voice and was never more 

determined to educate and inspire others to do the same.  

For the past two years, I have been a student at the Seacoast School of Technology (SST) 

Animal and Plant Science program where I care for small animals every day. All the animals we 

work with in class are rescued from shelters, donated from the SPCA, or by people who can no 

longer care for them. During our Vet Tech unit, I was able to learn the many ways in which 

animals communicate and the importance each behavior plays in prescribing their needs. I 

learned the fundamentals of small animal care including nail trimming, running fecal and blood 

work, providing medication, and the signs and symptoms of common diseases. After gaining 

experience, I was able to run each animals’ routine care procedures independently. Each day, I’m 

accountable for freshening cages, feeding, providing prescriptions, running physical exams, and 

bathing the animals in order to contribute to the upkeep of their health. Not only do these 



experiences provide me with a great deal of knowledge about animals, but they offer many 

opportunities to work hands-on with animals through procedures that most individuals only get 

to perform whilst pursuing their career as a veterinary technician. Having the opportunity to 

work with these animals while studying veterinary technology has enabled me to better the lives 

of animals that otherwise would have been neglected or put down.  

Through SST, I’ve also had the opportunity to be a member of the Future Farmers of 

America (FFA) leadership team. The FFA combines agricultural and environmental 

sustainability, leadership, and education to empower influential groups of prospective students 

who want to make a difference in their community and the world. The most powerful lesson I’ve 

learned as an FFA member is that my voice is one of the most valuable tools I have to make a 

difference. My FFA chapter has led many community service activities, several of which to 

benefit the lives of animals. Recently, we ran an animal supplies drive where we collected beds, 

toys, food, and more to donate to our local SPCA. However, my most empowering moments as 

an FFA member were being a part of educational events. I often volunteered at farmers' markets, 

local farms, or fundraisers to educate community members about our student organization and 

the importance of supporting local farms with ethical and sustainable practices. I strongly believe 

that my contributions as an FFA member can make a great difference, but when others in my 

community learn about the importance of the cause and the actions they can take to contribute, 

the differences are much greater!  

“Adopt Don't Shop” has always been something I am very passionate about. There are 

too many shelter animals who never find a forever home. I believe every animal deserves to feel 

loved and cared for no matter their story. Three years ago, I was scrolling through Petfinder, 

when I stumbled upon a dog that I couldn't take my eyes off of. Through the dog's huge smile, 



you would never know she had gone through devastating turmoil. She had lost her family in the 

Texas floods, finding herself in the foster care system. After finding what was thought to be her 

forever home, she ended up back at square one in foster care. I felt a deep connection to her, as if 

it was my destiny to help restore her happiness and provide her with the love she needed and 

deserved. Through much convincing, my family finally rescued Athena only to find out she had 

a life-threatening case of heartworm. We were devastated, but willing to do whatever it took to 

get her healthy again. We spent hours a day bathing her in attention and care until months later, 

she was cleared from heartworm, and Athena and I had formed an unbreakable bond. The change 

in spirit my family I witnessed, elicited by our love for her, has inspired me to help create a 

similar destiny for many more shelter animals like her. I dream of the day as a veterinarian, I can 

rescue animals and help provide them the second chance they deserve. 

I hold a solid vision for my future, in which I will devote my time and energy to the 

wellbeing of animals as a veterinarian. As I’ve grown older, however, my vision has evolved to 

become much broader. I'm committed to creating a world where animals of all kinds, including 

people, can pursue opportunities, attain their dreams, and achieve the quality of life they deserve. 

I am acutely aware of the level of discrimination and inequality that exists in our society. I 

believe everyone, in all walks of life, brings something extraordinarily valuable to the world and 

deserves to feel protected and valued for who they are. As I begin my journey into college 

education, I am committed to bringing what I learn in both veterinary studies and through social 

interactions, into a broader view from which I can develop into an even stronger advocate for the 

rights of animals, people, and my community. 

 



 


