
 

 

The Washington DC Chapter of GE Girls Partners with Local Small Business 

STEMBoard to Host Virtual STEM Challenge for Middle School Students 

Washington, DC (July 30, 2020) – This week GE (NYSE: GE) partnered with local small business STEMBoard to 
host a virtual STEM challenge for more than 35 students from McKinley and Howard University Middle Schools.  
 
With its traditional summer STEM camp canceled due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Washington DC chapter 
of GE Girls donated LINGO coding kits to more than 35 students that will help them learn the fundamentals of 
hardware and software design from the safety of their homes. During an online kick off meeting, students and 
their parents were given a demonstration by LINGO founder Aisha Bowe of how to use the kits, as well as expert 
online coaching they can access through STEMBoard’s LINGO platform. 
 
During the kickoff, the girls also watched a compilation of video messages from Members of the Congressional 
Women’s Caucus of the U.S. House of Representatives, including Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson (D-TX), 
Chairwoman of the Science, Space & Technology Committee; Rep. Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR), co-founder of the 
STEAM Caucus and Rep. Lisa Blunt Rochester (D-DE).   
 
At the start of the pandemic, STEMBoard Founder and CEO Aisha Bowe, an aerospace engineer, met with her 
diverse team of engineers to develop the LINGO coding kit. Bowe said, “With an estimated 1.5 billion students 
impacted globally, our partnership with GE Girls STEM camp is part of our commitment to providing fun, hands-
on, self-paced study options that will help curb learning loss, inspire a love of tech and encourage more girls to 
explore a future in STEM.” 
 
“As an African American girl going to school in DC, STEM camp showed me a career path through experiential 
learning.  I’m proud to help lead GE Girls today, to provide the same opportunities for students, despite the 
pandemic,” said Elizabeth Ivy Johnson, an engineer and Co-leader of GE Girls and Senior Manager – Customer 
Operations Manager-USCAN for GE Healthcare. 
 
In the U.S. today, only 14% of all engineers and 25% of all IT professionals are women. Though women make up 
55% of all college and graduate students overall, only 18% of computer science graduates are female, according 
to the U.S. Bureau of Statistics. 
 

About GE 
GE (NYSE:GE) rises to the challenge of building a world that works. For more than 125 years, GE has invented 
the future of industry, and today the company’s dedicated team, leading technology, and global reach and 
capabilities help the world work more efficiently, reliably, and safely. GE’s people are diverse and dedicated, 
operating with the highest level of integrity and focus to fulfill GE’s mission and deliver for its customers. 
www.ge.com   
 
About GE Girls Program 
GE Girls program is part of a long-term vision by General Electric (NYSE:GE) to address gender disparity in the 
STEM fields, by exposing young women to STEM professionals and hands-on experimentation to drive interest in 
pursuing STEM education and careers.  Learn more about GE Girls at www.ge-girls.com.  
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