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The Case for an Infant KIng
by Tara K. E. Brelinsky

During a retreat I attended, the priest offered a correc-
tion that changed my perspective on life and faith. Simple 
and direct, his one-line instruction challenged the ideals 
I’d accepted as true and set me on a course toward deeper 
union with Christ, the Infant King.  

We Are the Linchpin
A women’s silent retreat, the chapel was filled with 

women, mostly mothers. As females, we tend to be doers, 
helpers, care-takers. We raise children and run households. 
We support others and make our way in the world. We’re 
the prayer warriors, the organizers, and the volunteers. 

And, if we’re honest, most of us would admit that we 
see our role as the linchpin, the one who serves to hold it all 
together. Most of us believe that our input, specifically our 
actions, determines the end result in our marriages, our 
families, our work places, our relationships, our churches, 
and the world at-large.

Of course, this belief— that we are responsible for the 
success or failure of all things within our scope of reach— 
isn’t just a feminine mindset. Men, also, cling to this vision.

It Packed a Punch
I suppose that’s why our priestly director offered us 

such words of wisdom. “It doesn’t all depend on you,” he 
said. A simple statement, but one that packed a punch.

It doesn’t all depend on you, or me, or anyone — alone. 
As a twenty-first century American, as a homeschool-

ing parent, as a Catholic living in post-Christendom, 
self-sufficiency and autonomy are foundational principles 

on which I’ve constructed my understanding of who 
I am and who I am meant to be. Yet, as the director 
pointed out, that attitude needed dismantling or, at 
least, re-orienting.

So it was with this internal struggle in my mind 
that I asked the Holy Spirit to renew my perspective. 
And I found myself led into a meditation on the nativ-
ity of Christ. Now, as words rather than pictures are 
my ordinary mode of expression, I was surprised by 
the experience that followed. 

Back to Bethlehem
My mind’s eye transported me back to Bethlehem, 

back to a cold, dark night outside a roughly constructed 
stable. There, I stood peering through splintered 
boards at an other-worldly scene. I saw a humbly 
dressed man with a coarse brush in his calloused hand, 

scraping away thickly-caked residue of dust and animal 
saliva from a manger. 

Watching, it occurred to me that the man, St. Joseph, 
had crafted a fine cradle for his expected child. In the 
months before this night, he’d put to use his skills as a 
master carpenter and built a sound bed of hardwood. He’d 
lovingly designed and planned, cut and sanded, built and 
carved a one-of-a-kind crib for Mary’s baby. What joy it 
must have given him to utilize his talents in service to his 
growing family.

Abandoning Well-Crafted Plans
But travel for the census meant leaving the beautiful 

wooden cradle behind. It meant abandoning his well-crafted 
plans for provision for his wife and child. Furthermore, it 
meant accepting the lowly invitation to a stable when no 
one else was willing to offer a more suitable place for the 
Child’s birth.

So, wanting to aid his beloved wife in the less-than-
ideal circumstances, Joseph had to improvise with the 
supplies on hand (meager, second-hand supplies). He found 
nothing but a feed-trough to substitute for that missing crib.

The Tear
As my daydream continued, I saw Joseph finish the 

long, arduous task of cleaning, then fill the now-hollowed 
space with fresh, pungent hay. Next, I witnessed him drag 
the heavy manger beside his dear, young wife and instruct 
her to lay the Babe down. 
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by Thomas Rutkoski

Continued on Page 3 - Editorial

There are few people who understand the 
premise of thanking God in all things, and would 
find it contrary to human nature to thank Him 
for what, at first glance, seems not so good. This 
is because we human beings find it so difficult to 
proclaim and live the number one Godly premise: 
let God’s will be done.  

When I was evangelizing in Africa in 1995, I 
had the profound pleasure of meeting a certain 
bishop, Gabriel G. Ganaka, of the Diocese of Jos, 
Nigeria, who is now deceased. He related a story that went like this:  

There was once a king who received a great gift of a beautiful horse. All the 
subjects of the kingdom congratulated the king over his good fortune. The king re-
sponded to their congratulatory enthusiasm with the following philosophical reflec-
tion: Good news, bad news, who knows?  

Then, one day, the horse ran away. It was such a beautiful horse that all who 
had known about it were sad that it was gone. But the king just said,”Good news, 
bad news, who knows?”  

Not long afterwards, the magnificent horse returned to the king with five other 
horses, just as beautiful. Everyone rejoiced for the king, but he repeated, “Good news, 
bad news, who knows?”  

Greetings from Mary and all of us to all our friends of Gospa Missions! 

It’s time to share with you another one of Tom’s many editorials. 
The one we chose for this edition was written in 2004. The title — Thank God in 

All Things – is something Tom loved to do. He was always thanking God, whether 
it was for something good or something not so good. The whole gist of the stories he 
will relate to you in the editorial below is the very smart phrase — Good news, bad 
news, who knows? Much of this editorial is based on our journey to Nigeria in 1995. 
Father Peter Abue invited Tom and me to go back to Nigeria with him for Tom to 
speak at a three-day retreat that ran 24 hours each day. 

When we arrived, there were people who came from all over the area. Most of them 
rode in lorries, the trucks that carry stand-up passengers. There were at least two 
bishops there to speak and offer Mass. I learned that the homilies in African Masses 
are always very long, close to an hour. These devout Catholics enjoyed every minute.

It was an amazing event in so many ways, but one of the most unbelievable hap-
penings was that we had electricity for lights and for sound equipment all three of 
those days. That was as close to a miracle as they had ever had there. Electricity is 
extremely scarce in Nigeria. It was such an incredible blessing, otherwise we may not 
have been able to present the retreat as planned. But God was there with help again.

However, the biggest result of our being there was that Tom saw the way the 
children of the area were so needy of food, clothing and a real school, instead of just 
a dark room with only benches to sit on, no books, and one small blackboard. He 
decided, then and there, to build an orphanage and school for these children.

In a few years, there was a huge orphanage and school there, with close to 700 
children attending. It was named after Saint Joseph.

So, this is the back story of how Good news, bad news, who knows? came to be.
I hope you will enjoy Tom’s stories and his encouraging you to work toward 

heaven.
It’s your choice.
Thank you all for your prayers and your support.
Here’s Tom: 
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The king’s son was out riding one of the beautiful horses 
one day and he was thrown from the spirited animal. The 
accident resulted in the prince severely breaking a leg. 
The king’s subjects all sent their condolences. The king 
responded in his now familiar pattern, “Good news, bad 
news, who knows?”  

Due to a grievous disagreement between the king, who 
is the star of our story, and the ruler of a neighboring king-
dom, a war broke out. All the young men of this kingdom 
were drafted to do battle against the neighboring kingdom. 
Much to the dismay of the king’s subjects, his own son was 
incapable of doing battle because of that severely broken 
leg he had gotten when he was thrown. The subjects were 
certain that the young prince was destined to be a great 
hero, but many young men died in that battle. And the 
king said to them…well, I think by now you know what 
the king said.  

You can never be certain that what initially seems good 
will always turn out to be good. Similarly, you cannot be 
certain that everything pronounced at first as bad will turn 
out to be bad. Good news, bad news, who knows?  

There are many more examples of the wisdom of this 
little philosophy. How about this one:  

As most of you know, a little over two years ago I was 
diagnosed terminally ill with multiple myeloma, a cancer 
of the blood. When the doctor informed me of my condition, 
a big smile came upon my face and I exclaimed, “Thanks 
be to God!”  

The doctor asked me why I would be thanking God for 
this because, as he went on to explain, this was a terrible 
way to die. My response to his question? “Yes, but I get out 
of here.” I was referring to finally leaving this world behind.  

I left that doctor’s office and as I sat in my car on the 
way home, I addressed God about the situation He had 
just handed me. 

“You know, Lord, I have no problem with dying, if I can 
come to live with You. But that doesn’t mean I don’t have 
problems. As You are aware, I had a visit from a bishop 
from India. He was asking for help in building an orphan-
age, school and church project. I wouldn’t want to die and 
leave this business unfinished and my promise unkept. He 
says the project will cost around a half million dollars, so 
if You could just give me the half million dollars, I will do 
the project and then I will be ready to come home.”  

The very next week I received a check for a half million 
dollars. Isn’t God wonderful! If I had been upset, perplexed 
and dismayed over receiving the news of my having a ter-
minal illness…if I had questioned God as to why He would 
do this to me, I would not have received such a wonderful 
gift. The lesson: Thank God in all things (as He asks us to 
do), whether those things seem good or seem bad.  

In the course of my cancer treatments, I had to travel 
to Manhattan, New York, monthly. My wife, Mary, and I 
would stay in one of a series of apartments, leased by a 
nonprofit by the name of Miracle House—quite an appropri-
ate name for a man who wrote a book about miracles. Each 
month during our visits to New York, we would share an 
apartment with two other patients who were either criti-
cally or terminally ill and their families.  

Continued from Page 2 - Editorial

In this environment, I was able to meet many different 
people and share the multitude of graces that the Lord had 
placed in my path. It was a great evangelizing opportunity. 
Each month, I got to share my miracle stories with two or 
more families who were usually in dire need of miracles 
and I would always send them home with complimentary 
copies of my book.  

One month when I arrived at the apartment, I en-
countered a young man who had a large metal brace on 
his hip. I asked him what was going on in his life with all 
that metal and he explained his problem and the difficulty 
he was having because of it. Then he asked me what was 
going on in my life that would cause me to be staying in a 
place like Miracle House. I told him, “I am terminally ill 
with a cancer called multiple myeloma, thanks be to God.”  

I think I shocked him with that response and he asked 
unbelievingly, “Why in the world would you be thanking 
God for that?” He went on to explain that he was quite 
upset with God for all he was going through.  

I now had the opportunity to relate to this boy the 
stories of all the miracles that had happened in my life. 
We talked into the wee hours of the morning. At one point 
I asked him what he wanted to be when he grew up. He 
explained that he wanted to be a motivational speaker.  

“Let me guess why,” I ventured. “You have met a mo-
tivational speaker and he explained to you that he makes 
a lot of money doing what he does and so you want to be 
like him.”  

“You are exactly right!” the boy exclaimed.  
I continued, “I am a motivational speaker also, but the 

difference between me and your role model is that I don’t 
get paid for what I do. I can only imagine that I am a lot 
happier than your rich idol because I do it for our Lord, 
simply because I want to go to heaven.” I explained that 
if I received my cancer as a gift from God just so I could 
meet him and have the talk we just had, it was worth all 
the pain and trouble.  

Not long after I returned home, I got a letter from this 
young man and in it he said,  

“Dear Tom, It was nice to meet you. You have given me 
a whole new outlook on everything. The night we talked 
helped me realize there is a God and I do have a new out-
look on how I want to help people. I have been thinking a 
lot about mission trips and your experience with working 
with orphanages and kids. If you ever need help, I would 
love to help you in any way.  

I started going back to church. I thank God for putting 
you in my life. I hope to see you again someday.”  

Good news, bad news, who knows? I would not want 
to venture a guess as to how many people have become 
angry with God because of some occurrence in their lives. 
It seems to me that the one Being with whom you never 
want to get angry is God. Thank Him in all things and you 
will do much better. Besides, what will getting angry with 
God change? Will it give you back your health or wealth? 
Will it bring back your wife, husband, mother or father? 
Will it make you a happier person?  

Isn’t the better path to take what might look and feel 
Continued on Page 8 - Editorial
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Glove of St. Padre Pio

Gospa Missions is looking for help 
in the following areas: 

Possible Paid  Positions: 
— Social media, video, email and web-
site management (can work remotely)

— Administrative help with Abode for 
Children at Evans City offices

Volunteer Help Needed: 
— Volunteers to help plan and run 
the retreat/conference. Many hands 
make light work!

If any of these match your skill set, 
please call Chris at 719-314-5007 

or email chris@gospa.org. 

As we start a new year, I am filled with anticipation 
for what God is going to do. Our Lady’s Mission is to lead 
souls to her Son, Jesus. We do this in many ways in our 
everyday lives but, sometimes, extraordinary things we do 
produce many fruits. 

If we allow Christ to reign as True King in our lives, 
we can and will accomplish many things. I have personally 
tried to live this for the last 22 years, some days better 
than others. These last two years, leading Gospa Missions, 
have been a humbling and faith-filled time. Tom always 
talked about the importance of praying the entire fifteen, 
then twenty, decades of the rosary, fasting and attending 
daily Mass. I try to live this each day. This gives me the 
spiritual strength to continue.

Present Blessings
As I was reflecting on 

this past year, I realized 
what an exciting year it has 
been because we were able 
to start Our Lady’s Power 
Hour. This is a weekly 
prayer group that meets 
virtually to pray the rosary, 
followed by a reflection from 
his Excellency Bishop Jo-
seph Strickland from the 
Diocese of Tyler, Texas. As 
we approach our one-year 
anniversary, I am touched 
by how many people have 
been positively affected by 

the Power Hour. It all started because God put it on my 
heart that we need to be praying more. Our Lady and Our 
Lord opened the door for Bishop Strickland to join us and 
he answered the call by saying, “I am all in.” So we will 
continue! 

I started a Video Log, which I really did not want 
to do. I have no theology training but what I do have is a 
ZEAL for the Faith, so I answered God’s call to step out of 
my comfort zone and do it. You can see this on gospa.org 
when you click on the button that says Vlog. These are un-
edited and not professionally recorded but I did what I felt 
the Lord was calling me to do. We have heard from several 
people that the short videos have affected them, reminding 
them of Truths of the Catholic Faith, their upbringing, and 
urging them to look for God’s will in their lives.  

When one soul turns back to God, all of heaven rejoices. 
If this person is the only person these videos were meant 
for, so be it. These initiatives will continue.

 This month we were blessed to have a glove belong-
ing to St. Padre Pio visit Gospa Missions for a few days. 
A friend of mine is the custodian of the glove through his 
wife’s family and they graciously allowed us to take it “on 
the road.” We had around 150 people join us in veneration, 
prayer, and fellowship at the Mission. Most Precious Blood 
Parish also hosted the relic, with around 200 people pray-

A Servant’s Heart: Present Blessings, Future Goals  

—Chris Reynolds
President, Gospa Missions

ing and venerating together. In addition, we were able to 
visit grieving families and a priest in the cardiac unit of a 
hospital at 6:30am. After the visit, the priest’s pulse mi-
raculously lowered enough to allow the hospital to release 
him. There were physical, emotional, and spiritual healings 
that have started because of the intercession of St. Padre 
Pio and Our Blessed Mother. If you were not able to join us 
this time, or want to venerate the relic again, mark your 
calendars for Saturday, March 26th, when St. Pio’s glove 
will be returning to us. 

New Year’s Goals
But enough with last year, now let us look toward the 

new year. I want to share with you so many exciting things 
we’re going to add. 

First, we have tentatively scheduled a spring con-
ference/retreat for May 7th, appropriate because May 
is the month of Mary and it falls on a first Saturday, also 
dedicated to the Blessed Mother. Please pray for us as we 
start the planning. Details will be following. 

I am happy to say we have received the final plans 
for our building, which will include a chapel where we 
can have Holy Mass. The plans will also complete Tom’s vi-
sion for the use of the third floor for conferences, meetings, 
retreats, etc. We will unveil this project and the details at 
the May 7th retreat/conference, as well as in the Spring 
newsletter. Until then, please keep us in your prayers and 
keep supporting Gospa Missions so we can continue our 
work to serve Our Lord and Our Lady.
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INDIA: Grateful & Joyful

Our new 4th grade boarders

Fr. Allam, Fr. Rajiv and Shalini with the boarders on the 
steps of Our Lady of Graces Church

Abode for Children’s Sponsor Relations Coordinator, Shalini Dominic-
Savio, visited our school and orphanages in Cherukupalli this past November 
1-3. She was delighted to see how well Fr. Allam Showreddy and Sr. Fatima 
are caring for all the children. 

The students, particularly our boarders, had a very difficult time while 
the school was closed due to Covid. Many of the boarders were compelled to 
go with their parents to work in the fields just to earn a little money in order 
to survive. Since the children you help come from very poor families, being 
out of work or having limited opportunities for it was devastating. 

The children are extremely grateful to be back at Mary Rose Buds School 
to continue their education, as well as to be with their friends at St. Thomas 
and Mother Teresa Orphanages. They are once again assured of regular meals 
and quality care. 

Mary Rose Buds School now has roughly 75 more students than last year. The children enjoy talented teachers 
and high academic standards. Those who continue on to junior college (Levels 11 and 12) do very well there. Their 
training in personal discipline and moral values has laid a solid foundation for achievement. 

Besides academics, the children perform very well in various sports. They have won prizes in a number of inter-
school competitions, particularly in volleyball and kabaddi. 

Since many children were unable to go home for the holidays, the staff held a Christmas/India Thanksgiving as-
sembly for them. Inspirational talks were given and a birthday cake for Baby Jesus was ceremonially cut by Fr. Allam 
and Sr. Fatima. The children were then given some treats. They also enjoyed singing, dancing and playing games. 
There were competitions, as well, such as the Rangoli contest, in which students design and create traditional chalk 
drawings. 

Thank you to our sponsors and supporters for all you have done to make life so much better for these precious 
children. May God bless you all in the coming year!

Left: Kartikeya, Gr. 9, 
addressing the students. 

Above: Rangoli competition

—Shalini Dominic-Savio & Dawn Sanders

A few of the girls at Mother Teresa Orphanage

Shalini with four of the boys from 

St. Thomas Orphanage
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Continued from Page 1 — Infant King

At that moment, I spied the beautiful Blessed Mother’s 
obedience as she wrapped the Child a little tighter in the 
swaddling cloths and placed His tender body on the rough 
straw. With a mix of joy and sorrow on her radiant face, 
I watched a single tear escape her eye and fall upon the 
Baby’s cheek.

Entering In
Inspired by the tender scene of family life, I felt drawn 

into the stable, too. I envisioned myself as a young girl 
slipping around the open doorway and eventually coming 
to rest on my knees beside the Christ Child’s bed. Peace, 
joy and awe flooded my heart and mind as I contemplated 
the reality that God had truly entered into human history 
as a helpless newborn.

There was so much more that I experienced during 
that meditation, but the overwhelming lesson was an 
understanding of the need to rekindle devotion to Christ, 
the Infant King. 

Christ’s Self-directed Actions as Model
Focusing on the adult ministry of Jesus is indeed neces-

sary. We must ruminate on the gospels, model His works, 
and contemplate His Passion and death. But as a people 
who have become so attached to self-sufficiency, worldly 
knowledge, and personal achievement, focusing only on 
Christ’s self-directed actions too easily confirms our mis-
guided belief that we are the catalysts of motion. We then 
erroneously draw the conclusion that it all depends on us.

However, Jesus first came as our Infant King. The 
omnipotent God came in total humility, deprivation and 
silence. The One Who made all came vulnerable to all. 

Tiny, Delicate, Wholly Dependent
In art, images of the Christ Child typically depict a 

chubby toddler or a small, hardy-looking child. And while 
Jesus did grow to match those forms, He didn’t begin that 
way. He began as all newborns do: tiny, delicate, and wholly 
dependent on others.

Why would our Creator choose to enter into human 
history in such a manner? Why would the Divine King Who 
commands the planets to revolve and the sun to shine come 
first as One Who couldn’t lift His own head? Why else but 
to teach us the enduring value of utter poverty, complete 
detachment, and unwavering trust.

No human stage of growth is as capable of expressing 
the realities of complete dependency as that of infancy. 
And God chose this stage to begin His work of salvation. 
He chose to memorialize it in scripture so as to give us a 
model for our own faith.

Providence’s Provisions
While St. Joseph had to supply the man-power for 

cleaning that make-shift crib, he was dependent on Provi-
dence for every provision (from the stable to the manger, 
from the inspiration to the straw). Just so, I also have to 
do the work assigned to me for my state in life, but I must 
do it with the realization that God is the true Source of 
every good action, the Provider of every need. 

My heart beats and my lungs draw breath without my 
conscious decision, but still the world is fond of teaching 
that I am my own master and control is mine for the tak-
ing. And how readily I cleave to that idea. However, that 
dear young Mother in the stable left a shining example of 
how to live life in sincere union. 

Humility and Obedience
Humbly, obediently, she followed where she was led 

without complaint because she knew that it didn’t all 
depend on her or Joseph. Indeed, from the first utterance 
of her fiat, that opening which allowed God to enter into 
human history, it was God Who begat Jesus and it was He 
Who ordered all things after for the Holy Family. 

That tear I was privileged to see in my dreaming was a 
reminder that obedience and humility bear a cost. But what 
small price are sorrows and hard things when weighed 
against the salvation they secure?

The Crèche and the Cross
God was, is, and will be working at every single mo-

ment. The crèche and the Cross both have lessons to 
teach us. They are inextricably linked. But today, in 2022 
American life, perhaps more than in any other age, we 
need to enter into that nativity scene anew and worship 
our Infant King. 

The journey of detachment from this world, which is 
a requirement of every person, is a communion with the 
Infant King. It is a letting go of our expectations and the 
desire to know the future. It is the acceptance of being 
cradled in the arms of Providence and laid in the manger 
of the present moment. It is the realization that we are 
both called to hold our Infant King in our hearts and to 
be held by Him.

If we do so, we will be confident that everything is or-
dered for our good at every moment. And we’ll rest in the 
assurance that there is no failure in God’s salvific plans.

Author: Tara K. E. Brelinsky
Tara is a home schooling mother of 8 
living children, with 6 more heavenly 
ones. She works as a freelance writer 
and speaker. Married to her child-
hood sweetheart, they make their 
home in North Carolina where they 
own/operate a restaurant and care 
for a menagerie of pets (in addition 
to all those wonderful kids). You can 

read more of her musings and inspirations on Blessings in 
Brelinskyville http://www.blessingsinbrelinskyville.com/ 
or listen to her podcast The Homeschool Educator.

“We must put all speculation aside and, 
with childlike willingness, 

accept all that God presents to us. 
What God arranges for us to experience at each moment 
is the best and holiest thing that could happen to us.” 

— Jean-Pierre de Caussade, 
Abandonment to Divine Providence
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The Infant of Prague statue is a popular statue and 
devotion in many churches, families, religious and secular 
orders, organizations and schools. The devotion to the Child 
Jesus appeals to so many people because it connects them to 
Jesus’ humanity. He started His earthly life the same way 
everyone else did, as an infant. He grew physically, learned 
things from his earthly parents, and increased in “stature 
and wisdom” (Lk 2:52) as each person (hopefully) does. 

Approaching the King who died for one’s sins is daunt-
ing, but Jesus becomes more accessible as a child. Even 
though He is, in fact, the Savior, images of the Baby Jesus 
may help Christians be more at ease when they turn to 
Him. Honoring the Infant Jesus celebrates the mystery 
of the Incarnation. The Infant of Prague calls people “to 
humility, simplicity, and sincerity and to become little in 
order to become great and pleasing before Christ the King.” 
(infantprague.org) 

Symbolism 
The statue of the Infant of Prague shows a Baby Jesus 

with a crown. Jesus’ attire is like that of a priest: a linen 
alb and a lace surplus, with a dalmatic of fine material 
and, over that, a cape. He holds the earth in one hand, 
showing, as the children’s song expresses, that He has the 
whole world in His hands. Jesus’ other hand is raised in 
blessing, with two fingers raised to represent Jesus’ two 
natures and the other three fingers touching to represent 
the Holy Trinity.  

History
The history of the Infant of Prague statue is amazing.  

It was given to a noblewoman upon her marriage to a 
Czech nobleman and she took it with her to Bohemia. Their 
daughter, Princess Lobkowicz, gave it to the Discalced 
Carmelite friars in Prague. 

The original statue was only 19 inches tall and made of 
wood. It is a beautiful statue, but what seems most strik-
ing to people is the smallness and the face that seems to 
bring forth deep emotion and love from those gazing on it. 

For a time, it was discarded in war, and the hands were 
destroyed. Carmelites rescued it and repaired His hands 
and placed it in their church in Prague. In 1637, a priest, 
Fr. Cyril, was praying before the statue and the statue 
spoke to him: “Have mercy on Me and I will have mercy 
on you. Give Me hands and I will give you peace. The more 
you honor Me, the more I will bless you.”

The crown was added in 1651 and a solemn procession 
and coronation took place. This procession and coronation 
continues annually. The original statue is in the Carmelite 
church of Our Lady of Victory in Prague. In the late 1700s 
(after more wars), the altar of the church was rebuilt and 
the statue was placed in a glass case. Since that time, a mul-
titude of reproductions of the statue and the image allowed 
the spread of the devotion and popularity worldwide. Thou-
sands of pilgrims make their way to the Carmelite church to 
venerate the statue every year. Many miracles and graces 
have been attributed to the statue and the devotion. 

Novena
The most powerful prayer to the Infant of Prague is 

generally considered the novena, which can be done over 
9 days or 9 hours in one day. 

Infant of Prague Novena Prayer

O Jesus, Who has said, “Ask and you shall receive, seek 
and you shall find, knock and it shall be opened,” through 
the intercession of Mary, Your Most Holy Mother, I knock, 
I seek, I ask that my prayer be granted. (Make your request)

O Jesus, Who has said, “All that you ask of the Father 
in My Name, He will grant you,” through the intercession 
of Mary Your Most Holy Mother, I humbly and urgently ask 
your Father in your name that my prayer will be granted. 
(Make your request)

O Jesus, Who has said, “Heaven and earth shall pass 
away but My word shall not pass away,” through the in-
tercession of Mary Your Most Holy Mother, I feel confident 
that my prayer will be granted. (Make your request)

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Divine Infant Jesus, I know You love me and would 
never leave me. I thank You for Your close Presence in my 
life. Miraculous Infant, I believe in Your promise of peace, 
blessings, and freedom from want. I place every need and 
care in Your hands. Lord Jesus, may I always trust in Your 
generous mercy and love. I want to honor and praise You, 
now and forever. Amen.  (ewtn.com)

The Infant fulfills His promise of “the more you honor 
Me, the more I will bless you.” The simple, small statue 
reminds devotees that, with faith, one can move moun-
tains. Trusting in the promise of the Infant Jesus can only 
increase the journey here on earth, perhaps placing one 
closer to their true heavenly home. 

The Infant of Prague: Honor Me, I Will Bless You

—Cecelia Reynolds
Sources: Infantprague.org

https://www.nationalshrine.org/blog/what-is-the-origin-of-the-infant-
jesus-of-prague/

https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/library/novena-to-the-infant-
jesus-of-prague-11875 https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/library/

history-of-the-infant-jesus-of-prague-1329



8  Gospa Missions www.gospa.org

Set of 4 Books by Thomas Rutkoski, Founder of Gospa Missions
Despite his dyslexia and other issues, God used Tom Rutkoski in a 
powerful way. He never imagined he would or could write a book, 
much less four. Read Apostles of the Last Days and marvel at the 
lengths God will go to win a soul. Witness amazing things in Miracles 
and continue discovering the path to sanctity in Great Divide and 
the Scriptural Rosary. Are you ready?

001-0007 Set of Four Books $30.00

That’s a 45% discount! 
You save $24.95 off the individual prices!

Amazing Grace Books and Gifts  Gospa Missions
We’re excited to be the go-to store for your inspirational and sacramental needs!

Please check out our great website, www.gospa.org, 
and find those perfect gifts for an upcoming wedding or other sacramental event.

And don’t forget our wonderful selection of books, like the ones below.

Order online or call us at 724-538-3171!

Our Lady’s 
Power Hour
with reflections by

His Excellency, 
Bishop Joseph Strickland

We will be praying 
for our families, our Church 

and our country
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 

at 9pm EST

To join, sign up at 
www.gospa.org 

and click on the banner 
at the top of the page

u t

Continued from Page 3 — Editorial

like a disaster to you and turn it into grace? How much 
better off will you be in this world and the next if you take 
all the suffering that comes your way and offer it for the 
holy souls in purgatory? And when it is your turn to die, 
how much greater are your chances of spending eternity 
in the right place?  

Two things you need to remember: No one gets out 
alive, and, not that many of us will find our way to heaven. 
Scripture tells us in many different ways, and all of them 
rather clearly, that the path to salvation is narrow and few 
find it. It then follows that the gate to perdition is wide and 
many find that one. We’re running a race during our time 
in this world and we need God as our coach. If we think 
we will finish victorious by pointing an accusatory finger 
at God, we are sadly mistaken.  

And just as a reminder, please do not fall into Satan’s 
trap when he sends someone your way to convince you to 
lighten up on the intensity of your personal program to 
acquire heaven. Those who would discourage you from 
giving your quest the absolute best you have to give are 
wolves in sheep’s clothing.  

In fact, about the only scenario I can imagine where 
the good news, bad news philosophy doesn’t work is where 
you find yourself for all eternity. If it’s not heaven, there 
will never be good news again. If your final destination is 
heaven, it is not only good news, it’s great news, and you 
will most definitely know. 

 Thomas Rutkoski

...and Mary
facebook @gospa.missionsVISIT US ON


