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Many and varied are 
the works and charisms of 
the thousands of saints can-
onized by our Holy Church. 
Yet, all have possessed a 
devotion to Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament because, 
as Fr. John Hardon, S.J., 
wrote, “[T]here is no sanctity 
without the Eucharist.”1 

This Sacrament is fun-
damental, essential, to 
our Faith and no saint 
doubts it.

Look at the very begin-
ning of the Church. Could 
any of the Apostles, except-
ing Judas Iscariot, deny 
the Lord under the veil of 
the Sacred Species when 
they had personally been 
present at the Passover at 
which Christ instituted the 
Sacrament? Having been made His holy priests, would 
they disdain Him? 

The Mystery of how Christ would manifest Himself to 
all people through all time became even clearer after His 
Resurrection. The disciples on the way to Emmaus only 
recognized Jesus once He blessed the Bread, signifying 
that it was by that means He would thenceforth be with 
them Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity. 

St. Paul exhorted the Corinthians to only receive the 
Body and Blood of Christ worthily, lest they eat and drink 
condemnation unto themselves (I Cor 11:27). He also gave 
us the words of Consecration, which are used during the 
Liturgy of the Eucharist (I Cor 11:23-26). 

The ancient Didache, or Teaching of the Twelve 
Apostles, (c. late 1st- early 2nd century) says, “Now You have 
favored us through Jesus, Your Servant, with spiritual 
food and drink, as well as with eternal life.”2 And today, 
our modern Catechism of the Catholic Church states, “The 
Eucharist is the ‘source and summit’ of the Christian life 
(1324-1327).”

Belief in Christ in the Blessed Sacrament is as in-
dispensable NOW as it was 2000 years ago, if one is to 
maintain his identity as a Catholic.

Trials of Truth
However, living what Jesus taught has never been 

easy. The first Christians were persecuted and ostracized 
by the Jewish leaders. In addition to being driven out 

of the Temple and syna-
gogues, they also had to 
contend with the Roman 
authorities. 

Unity under Rome 
was maintained by a cer-
tain social system, where 
the majority shared a civil 
hierarchy and a common 
religiosity. Monotheistic 
Jews and Christians were 
an exception to the norm. 
Yet, during the brief time 
that Christianity was seen 
as nothing but a Jewish 
sect, it was not a notable 
concern. It was the success 
Christians had at convert-
ing non-Jews that incited 
animosity.

Numerous  propa-
ganda attacks were then 
launched against Chris-

tians, one of which is that they held cannibalistic ceremo-
nies. Of course, these uninformed accusations led to actual 
physical attacks. 
The Rise of Apologists

St. Peter wrote that we should “always be ready to 
give an explanation to anyone who asks you for a reason 
for your hope” (I Pt 3:15). He was definitely a role model 
to follow. Once the Holy Spirit fell on him and the other 
120 gathered in the upper room, the first homily St. Peter 
gave was an explanation of what was happening, delivered 
to the crowd in the street. 

But it wasn’t just the Apostles who witnessed to the 
truth to be found in Jesus. All believers were doing it, by 
their selfless lives as well as their words. These methods 
of witnessing continued, even after the Apostles were mar-
tyred—even after the next generation of bishops and priests 
were martyred—even after the laity were being martyred!

Educated converts began writing to the Roman au-
thorities in the early 2nd century, besides engaging in public 
debates, explaining the Christian faith. Their names are 
mostly known to scholars but some should be familiar: St. 
Ignatius of Antioch, St. Justin Martyr, and St. Irenaeus. 

Included in these apologia, or defenses of the Faith, 
were references to the Holy Eucharist. The apologists 
refuted the Roman charge of cannibalism. They explained 
that the elements used in the Sacrifice were bread and wine 

The Essential
Devotion



2  Gospa Missions www.gospa.org

by Father Louis Campbell / Thomas Rutkoski

Continued on Page 3 - Editorial

I got a letter from a priest this 
month asking for his free newsletter 
subscription to be renewed, which we 
did. In his letter, he added that he 
thought some of my editorials were 
overly critical of the Church today, 
plus a few other critical comments. 
Okay.

Unless I am mistaken, I have 
never criticized the Catholic Church 
in my life. On the other hand, I be-
lieve that I am under-critical of those 
in our Church who are out of control 
and turning their backs on the very dogmas that represent the truths of the Catholic 
faith. I believe that many are involved in false ecumenism and various other heresies. 
The question is: are we to be complacent and charitable when it comes to those who 
would do the Church harm? Complacent? No! Charitable? Yes! And that is where 
many religious and lay people alike make a big mistake in their faith. The popular 
belief today is that we have to tolerate heresy and be more like the heretics to lure 
them back to the faith. Hogwash! Christ Himself announced that the truth would 
set us free. The truth many times hurts, but it is ultimately true charity and the 
only way to evangelize anyone. What some call evangelization today is a lie. Who is 
it that is telling the Muslims they have to repent and convert? A Buddha sitting on 
a Catholic altar is not evangelization, nor is Hindu worship in a Catholic Church. 
They are sacrileges that profane our Lord.

What is truly strange is that one of the greatest heretics of all time, Martin 
Luther, is now being raised up among Catholics as a hero. And his followers, Prot-

It’s time for us to send you another one of Tom’s amazing editorials. The one we 
have selected to present to you was written in the year 2006. 

When you read this editorial (which Tom wrote with a strong and courageous 
priest by the name of Father Louis Campbell), try to imagine that you are back in 
November of 2006 and see if you can decide whether that year is the one that is 
reality, or try again and think about how these warnings Tom offered in this com-
mentary more than fifteen years ago seem more relevant and that they are actually 
happening right under our noses! 

There are times when Tom’s writings are almost visionary in the way he seems 
to foretell the future — in this work and in the last two we’ve sent. How did he do 
it? I have no idea. When I was working on the proofreading of his material, I would 
just read through his pages and never had a thought that what he was talking about 
would ever happen.

But reading through so many of his editorials now, I am discovering the wisdom 
that was so often embedded in his writing, just waiting for it to be understood by 
his readers. I think it will be easier now since we seem to be so close to so many 
predictions of the status of the Church, coming alive after all these years. Example: 
he mentions “a common faith that will please everyone” and “a one-world church!” 
Can you even imagine?

I am anxious to share these editorials with you again. When I read them now, it 
literally takes my breath away. I hope it will have the same impact for you.

Finally, Tom left this earth on June 7, 2011. We have missed him so very much 
in these last ten years. Please think of him and keep him in your prayers. I hope your 
reading this editorial helps you know where we are today. Here’s Tom:
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A True Shepherd
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estants, are now treated with more 
respect than traditional Catholics. 
What a horrible U-turn.

I do not feel it was mere coinci-
dence that I came across the follow-
ing homily/editorial by Father Louis 
J. Campbell. He and many religious 
share my beliefs that those who have 
fallen need to be told.

“The voice of a true shepherd is 
clear and distinctive. It can be heard 
above the din of diabolical disorien-
tation. Since no one in the conciliar 
church today even comes close to what 
a true shepherd is and should be, that 
should be proof enough that the shep-
herd has been struck and the sheep 
scattered. Yet, the True Shepherd will 
never abandon His flock. That is the 
compassionate salve of so many dry 
martyrs today.

“Our Lord told a parable of the 
ninety-nine faithful sheep and the 
one that strayed, but today we see 
the whole flock being scattered. It is 
the time of the wolves. The shepherds 
whom the Lord appointed to care for 
the flock in His absence have their 
eyes on the world, feeding themselves 
first instead of caring for the flock. 
They should be feeding the sheep 
with sound doctrine, but all they can 
deliver is the poison of heresy, so that 
the sheep are perishing. They are sel-
dom warned about sin and Hell. They 
assume, despite the clear teaching 
of Christ and His true Church, that 
everyone is going to Heaven. Are they 
not trying now to find a place there for 
Judas Iscariot? Even Satan is now in 
line for rehabilitation. And through 
the Masonic doctrine of the brother-
hood of all men and the practice of a 
false ecumenism, the sheep are being 
led to religious indifferentism result-
ing in the loss of their Catholic faith.”

Author’s Note: In Father Louis 
Campbell’s sermon for the Sec-
ond Sunday after Easter, also 
known as Good Shepherd Sun-
day, he identifies the difference 
between a true shepherd as 
Christ exemplified, and as His 
saints and holy popes of the past 
personified, and today’s leaders 
who seek to smother Catholic 

truth by crowding the synthetic 
post-conciliar church with their 
pomposity, spewing forth tomes 
of opinions that contradict un-
changeable dogmas and solid 
doctrines. The sheep have indeed 
been scattered by the mercenar-
ies of Modernism and Father 
demonstrates through Sacred 
Scripture how this applies to our 
very times and the eclipse of the 
True Church founded by Christ. 
Jesus said “By their fruits you 
shall know them” and consider-
ing the bitter fruits of Vatican 
II, we know them only too well, 
as each day they betray their 
true intentions to further scat-
ter the sheep in their attempt to 
refashion a humanistic religion 
as man perceives and conceives, 
not as God has fashioned for the 
everlasting good of the soul. Just 
by this fact, as Father points out, 
heresies of every kind — capped 
by the mother of all heresies, 
Modernism, have raised their 
ugly heads and closed their ears 
and hearts to the Voice of the 
Shepherd. [bold and italics be-
low are editor’s emphasis.] 
 

   “On Good Shepherd Sunday we see 
ourselves as the flock of the Lord, the 
sheep who follow Him in obedience and 
are led to green pastures. The flock 
is the Holy Catholic Church, and the 
green pastures are her Sacraments, 
her Holy Scriptures, and her truth-
ful teachings and carefully guarded 
traditions that have come down to us 
from the Apostles. Those who try to 
live without them end up in the lair 
of the wolf — the devil — and are 
lost, whereas the faithful sheep are 
led to the eternally green pastures of 
Heaven. 

For our better understanding, 
there is an important difference be-
tween the western style of shepherd-
ing and the oriental (eastern) style, 
with which Our Lord was familiar. 
In the west the sheep are driven to 
pasture, often with the assistance of 
a sheep dog, like the famous “Lassie” 
of the movies. Our Lord spoke of the 
oriental style of shepherding in which 
the sheep are led. The sheep hear the 
voice of the shepherd and they follow, 
because they know the sound of the 

shepherd’s voice. Sheep are intelligent 
animals that love their shepherd. This 
is what we must think of when we hear 
Christ say: 

“I am the Good Shepherd, and I 
know Mine and Mine know Me, even 
as the Father knows Me and I know 
the Father; and I lay down My life for 
My sheep” (John 10:14,15). 

    What must the Lord’s sheep do? 
They must hear the Shepherd’s voice 
and follow Him, observing His life so 
as to become like Him.

  The obedient sheep of Jesus 
Christ treasure His every word and 
ponder every aspect of His life as re-
vealed in the Gospels, so as to be able 
to say with St. Paul, 

“It is now no longer I that 
live, but Christ lives in me. 
And the life that I now live 
in the flesh, I live in the faith 
of the Son of God, Who loved 
me and gave Himself up for 
me” (Galatians 2:20). 

    And how must the sheep behave 
towards one another? St. John tells 
us in this well-known passage from 
his first epistle: 

“Beloved, let us love one an-
other, for love is from God. 
And everyone who loves is 
born of God, and knows God. 
He who does not love does 
not know God; for God is 
love. In this has the love of 
God been shown in our case, 
that God has sent His only-
begotten Son into the world 
that we may live through 
Him. In this is the love, not 
that we have loved God, but 
that He has first loved us, and 
sent His Son as propitiation 
for our sins. Beloved, if God 
has so loved us, we also ought 
to love one another” (1 John 
4:7-11). 

    It was said of the first believers 
that they were “of one heart and one 
soul…” (Acts 4:32). Today those who 
are constantly seeking their so-called 
“rights” while their obligations are 
seriously neglected, have a problem 
understanding this. But the Christian 

Continued from Page 2 - Editorial

Continued on Page 4 - Editorial
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 Thomas Rutkoski

...and Mary

Community, meaning the Holy Catholic Church, is the 
one place where the common good is served, while the in-
dividual person achieves his greatest potential in putting 
the needs of the community before his own needs, even to 
the extent of giving up his own life. This is the greatest 
love of all. This is what Jesus did in laying down His life 
for His sheep. 

    The Lord, speaking through the Prophet Ezekiel, 
has strong words for unworthy shepherds: 

“Thus saith the Lord God: Woe to the shepherds 
of Israel that fed themselves!…You ate the milk 
and you clothed yourselves with the wool and 
you killed that which was fat: but my flock you 
did not feed…And My sheep were scattered be-
cause there was no shepherd: and they became 
the prey of all the beasts of the field and were 
scattered. My sheep have wandered in every 
mountain and in every high hill: and My flocks 
were scattered upon the face of the earth…As 
the shepherd visiteth his flock in the day when 
he shall be in the midst of his sheep that were 
scattered, so will I visit My sheep and will de-
liver them out of all the places where they have 
been scattered in the cloudy and dark day…
And I will set up one shepherd over them: and 
he shall feed them, even My servant David the 
prince (Jesus Christ, Son of David) in the midst 
of them. I, the Lord, have spoken it” (Ezekiel 34: 
2,3;5;12;23).” 

Father goes on, but, you see, there are priests who 
proclaim the truth. As Catholics, we can be deceived quite 
easily by those bent on the destruction of the true faith, 
those who want to become Protestants themselves. We 
will only recover from this nosedive we are in by knowing 
exactly what the historical Church taught and making 
sure our shepherds teach it. But how many Catholics today 
will take the time to learn their faith to the point where 
they can defend it against heresy? Not many, because it is 
much easier to be lulled, like a frog boiled in water, into a 
common “faith” that supposedly pleases everyone, a one-
world church. Is that what you want? Compromise? The 
false ecumenism of today is compromise and it can only 
produce the fruit we see every day. We need true shepherds, 
heroes of the faith, to lead us back to the right path. Pray 
for the return of sound teaching and pray for more priests 
like Father Louis Campbell.

For past Sunday/Holy Day Sermons by Father Campbell, see 
archives at .www.DailyCatholic.org/2006qui.htm  

Continued from Page 3 — Editorial
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A Servant’s Heart: Remembering Tom       
This month marks the tenth anniversary of the passing 

of our Founder, Tom Rutkoski. Those of our readers who 
knew Tom will remember his distinctive personality. He 
had a pure, childlike faith, combined with the ability to 
share that faith with others in a profound way. Through 
his books and talks, Tom shared his conversion story and 
touched thousands of hearts. Tom really did as the young 
man in the Gospel was told to do — to give up everything 
and follow Jesus. 

His first book, Apostles of the Last Days, was given to 
me (coincidentally) by another friend named Tom, who saw 
similarities in my conversion/reversion story with Tom 
Rutkoski’s. I read it in one night 
and couldn’t put it down! 
This was not standard for 
me — usually it took me 
weeks to finish a book. Af-
ter finishing it, I decided I 
wanted to talk to this man. 
So I called the number in 
the book and was amazed to 
reach Tom directly and not 
a gatekeeper. He was more 
than happy to talk and we 
spoke for an hour or more.

I am not the only one 
who had a profound experi-
ence from Tom’s book. Many 
people tell us that reading 
that book changed their lives 
forever, drawing them closer to 
the Blessed Mother. 

Reading Tom’s book was the 
first time I learned about Our 
Blessed Mother’s apparitions in Medjugorje. I was blown 
away with the messages from Medjugorje and how Tom 
had immediately put his faith into action. I wanted to act, 
too. I started the wheels moving to have him come speak 
at my parish and, after some difficulty, ended up getting 
him to come speak for two nights. The talks were moving 
and the prayer and Blessed Mother blessing were genuine 
and spirit-filled. Those in attendance at those particular 
talks, other talks, and at the Retreats on the Farm agree 
that the Holy Spirit was there and worked through Tom 
to touch their hearts and heal them.  

In my cradle Catholic upbringing, I had not experienced 
anything like this before. His time in my home town af-
forded the opportunity to get to know him better and talk 
about ways I could put my faith into concrete action. I saw 
how “regular people” could go out and spread God’s love and 
word. I ended up moving to Gospa Missions and working 
there for nine months. It built a solid spiritual foundation 
for my wife and me as parents. He gave me, and many 
others, a living example of how to “walk the walk,” not just 
check the Catholic boxes and then lead an alternate life. 

The Retreats at the Farm have brought together hun-

dreds of people, sharing their mutual love of Christ, learn-
ing more about their faith, growing in their conversion of 
heart. They learned about the messages from Medjugorje 
and how they could follow the Blessed Mother’s instruc-
tions and desires. They connected as members of God’s 
family and prayed together, knowing that wherever two 
or more are gathered, prayers will be heard and answered. 
And always, receiving the special blessing of the Blessed 
Mother from Tom. 

The Blessing of the Blessed Mother is, “I bless you with 
the blessing of the Blessed Mother and may the power of 
the Holy Spirit come upon you.” This Blessing has touched 

countless people and brought 
healing and peace to many who 
received the Blessing via Tom. 

The Blessed Mother asks us 
to pray the rosary daily. If you 
remember Tom, you remem-
ber how earnestly he took the 
Blessed Mother’s request be-
cause he always had a rosary on 
him! To help make this prayer 
more meaningful, Tom authored 
the My Scriptural Rosary book. 
This connects scriptures to 
the mysteries, with a scrip-
ture verse for each Hail Mary 
for each mystery. It is truly a 
beautiful reflection and a help 
towards deep meditation on the 
lives of Jesus and Mary. 

Another thing that Tom 
took very seriously was taking 
care of the widows and orphans. 

St. James tells us, “Religion that is pure and undefiled 
before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and 
widows in their distress (1:27). This was the impetus that 
led Tom to the founding of the orphanages and schools that 
led to Abode for Children, which provide support for the 
orphans through sponsorships by our donors. Although 
many of the children have parents, their parents are un-
able to take proper care of them without help. 

And then, of course, there is our store in Evans City, 
Amazing Grace. The store gives a physical place for the 
mission to run things and the sales income to help with the 
expenses of the Mission. But more than that, the store is a 
place where many come searching, or with questions. Many 
lives and souls are touched by their visits to the store and 
by speaking and praying with the staff at Gospa Missions. 

Throughout the years, I kept in touch with Tom and 
Mary, visiting sometimes, and he often was a touchstone 
for me as I tried different career paths and continued my 
spiritual growth. I could always count on Tom to give me 
a little bit of a hard time with his great sense of humor. 
I never ended the conversation without a better perspec-

Continued on Page 6 — Remembering

Chris’s frequently-read copy of 
Apostles of the Last Days, autographed by Tom. 

Note the “Stop smoking” comment.
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Join us for

Our Lady’s Power Hour
with reflections by

His Excellency, Bishop Joseph Strickland
We will be praying for our families, our Church and our country

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS at 9pm EST

To join, sign up at www.gospa.org 
and click on the banner at the top of the pageu t

VISIT US ON facebook

As we pray the Rosary, we will be reading the Scripture passage 
before each bead from My Scriptural Rosary, 

written by our founder, Thomas Rutkoski. 

This little book will provide a strong Biblical foundation and greater 
depth to our meditation through the Joyful, Luminous, 

Sorrowful and Glorious Mysteries. 

If you would like your own copy with which to follow along, 
you can order My Scriptural Rosary from our webstore at 

www.gospa.org. 

My Scriptural Rosary

Holy, Perfect, Merciful

tive and a renewed resolve to keep my 
focus on Jesus. Tom was an inspiration 
to many!

I know many of you have been 
touched by Tom’s books or heard him 
speak at one or more of our 40-plus 
retreats or conferences. Here at the 
Mission, we are trying to keep all 
Tom’s big plans going, but we need 
your help! Please see our appeal in 
this newsletter to learn about our 
future plans and how you can assist 
our mission.

— Chris Reynolds

Continued from Page 5 — Remembering

@gospa.missions

A great advocate of the Divine Mercy 
devotion passed away earlier this year, 
Fr. Seraphim Michelanko, MIC. He was 
a member of the same order, the Marian 
Fathers of the Immaculate Conception, 
as Fr. Donald Calloway and Fr. Michael 
Gaitley, who have both spoken at our 
conferences. The following is an excerpt 
from the Marian Helpers magazine:

[Father Seraphim] : “When we 
look into the Scriptures, we see three 
foremost commands from God. ‘Be 
holy because I, your God, am holy,’ 
and our Lord says in the Sermon 
on the Mount, ‘Be perfect as your 
heavenly Father is perfect.’ And we 
say, ‘How can we be holy as God and 
perfect as God, when the Scriptures 
themselves say no one but God is holy; 
no one but God is perfect?’”

Father Seraphim would point to 
a passage in Luke’s Gospel: “Be mer-

ciful as your heavenly Father is 
merciful,” he would explain (Lk 6:36).

“And how is that? That great 
convert and writer Gilbert Keith 
Chesterton defined mercy as ‘loving 
the unlovable and pardoning the 
unpardonable,’” something that is 
possible for us only by the grace of God.

“The Lord makes clear in Scripture 
that when He returns, He’s not going 
to deal with sin, because He’s done that 
once and for all,” Fr. Seraphim said. 
“When He comes again, it’s ‘to bring 
salvation to those who eagerly await 
Him’ (Heb 9:28). So when people ask 
me why is the message of Divine Mercy 
important for the world today, the an-
swer is simple: Through the message 
of Divine Mercy, our Lord is preparing 
us for His final coming.” (emphasis added)

https://www.marian.org/imh/issue/
Summer_2021/12/ 
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To say things have been rough in India would be an understatement. 
As of this printing, 200 priests and 300 sisters across the country have died from Covid-19. Ten of those priests 

were from the Diocese of Guntur. Since they had no health insurance, the diocese had to pay all their expenses and 
is now hurting financially.

Neither have our children been untouched. Some of them have lost a parent to Covid. 
Fr. Allam and the sisters have been doing all they can to help the students within their reach. Being unable to 

work has put their families into a worse situation than they had before. Some parents may feel forced to send their 
children into the fields to work, once things open up, instead of having them return to school. This would be a very sad 
situation and detrimental in the long run. The families are being encouraged to think long-term.

Yet there were some highlights amid the pain. 
The government allowed schools to open in January so a number of our boarders and day scholars returned. This 

was especially welcome news for our 10th graders. 

INDIA: Up, Down & Around

Some of the 10th Grade 
girls and boys 

beginning their  Senior 
Trip on the train 

to Visakhapatnam

We made it!

Senior Trip
Typically, the Senior Trip is a special event for all the 8th, 9th and 10th graders. This time, due to the virus, only 

the 10th graders went—and only those whose parents weren’t afraid to send them. The children were escorted by Sr. 
Fatima and Sr. Shamili. The sisters and students rode the overnight train to Visakhapatnam, a city on the coast of the 
Bay of Bengal. From there, they went inland to the Araku Valley to see the Borra Caves, famous for their stalactite 
and stalagmite formations. They also toured the gardens and museums in the area, which highlight several indigenous 
tribes who maintain a primitive lifestyle, similar to the Old Order Amish in North America. 
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Senior Trip cont’d

At the Araku Valley, l-r, John Jetson Chilukuri, 
Sampath Kumar Gangolu, John Mark Sikha and Bharath Kota

Anuhya Jada (r) and another classmate
posing with a statue of an indigenous woman 

The 10th grade girls at Borra Caves 
with Sr. Fatima (l) and Sr. Shamili (front)

The 10th grade boys at Borra Caves with 
their chaperone and gym teacher, Nagaraju 
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Our Super-heroes: 
(l-r.) Anil Kumar, 
John Mark Sikha, 

Bharath Kota,
 Sampath Kumar Gangolu, 

Sathish Andukuri and
 John Jetson Chilukuri

Back in Visakhapatnam, the children enjoyed playing along the beach. 
Going to a place as big and cosmopolitan as Visakhapatnam was, for them, 
like it would be for many of us going to New York City. The boys felt like 
super-heroes and just had to dress and pose like them. 

Sathish, Bharath and John Mark
checking out the INS Kurusura, a subma-

rine that was in the 1971 Indo-Pak war

Shruthi Chavala (l) with Sr. Fatima

Anusha Naligila (l) with Sr. Fatima

At Bay of Bengal: 2nd from l., Anusha Naligila; 
4th from l., Anuhya Jada; 9th from l,. Shruthi Chavala cont’d next page
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On their return to the little village of Ponnapalli, the children anticipated their final exams. However, due to the 
severity of Covid, everything was suddenly shut down again in mid-May. The children had to leave without taking 
their 10th grade public exams. They hope to return for their tests in July, when the school and hostels are supposed 
to re-open. If the 10th graders are unable to take the public exam, they will be scored by an average of their in-school 
quarterly, half-year and final exams. 

We hope the situation will have improved by that time and that we will be able to have photos and letters to send 
to their sponsors. 

Back in Ponnapalli

Additional good news is that we were able 
to purchase a new school bus to replace the 
oldest one. The original bus has deteriorated 
to the point that it is only used for short dis-
tances. It is too costly to repair. 

A Brand New Bus

Looking to the Future
Looking forward to better days, we would like to add two more levels—grades 11 and 12—to Mary Rose Buds School. 

The foundation is sturdy enough that a third floor could be added to accommodate the requisite classes.
The junior college, as these grades are referred to, would 

focus more on subjects like economics, science and math, with 
a separate course on computer science. Otherwise, the nearest 
college is in Tenali – too far away and too expensive for our 
boarders’ families. For safety’s sake, the girls are not even 
sent. Consequently, these extra subjects would be of great 
benefit to the girls, since it would give them an opportunity 
to work in a store or a small company instead of going out to 
the fields to work.

We would also add third floors to the hostels (orphanages), 
just for the older children. Fr. Allam has already given us a 
plan and proposal on the projects, with the estimate of how 
much it will cost.

(l-r), Sampath, John Jetson, John Mark, Anil, Fr. Allam, 
Shruthi, Anuhya and another classmate

Like Us on Facebook!
Another project we’ve been working on is restoring the 

Abode for Children Facebook page. We already have a website 
and Facebook page for Gospa Missions and have found them 
to be a great way to keep in touch. The AFC page will share 
photos and blogs about what is happening with the children. 

We will also be able to receive feedback from you. This should be up and running shortly. Look for us at facebook.
com/AbodeForChildren.

All of this is only possible with you. Your generosity has kept the boarders, the priests and sisters, the school and the 
orphanages going. YOU are their hope and mainstay in these severely troubling times. We can never thank you enough. 

THANK YOU WITH ALL OUR HEARTS!

Winners of the annual All Sports Day,
presented with trophy by Sr. Shanta, Principal



Summer 2021 11www.gospa.org

St. Don Bosco (d. 1888) is known 
for his work among the poor boys of 
Turin, Italy, and as the founder of the 
Salesian Missions, which reaches out 
to street children worldwide. He was 
also a prophet, receiving visions from 
God. One of these concerns the future 
of the Catholic Church. It is known 
as the Two Pillars and he received 
it in the spring of 1862. A summary 
follows below.

On a vast ocean, St. Don Bosco 
saw “an innumerable fleet of ships in 
battle array,” with prows, sharpened 
like spears,  armed with cannons, rifles 
and incendiaries; and, interestingly, 
books and writings. 

This fleet was attacking a much 
larger ship and the smaller ones es-
corting it. 

In the midst of the sea, “two 
mighty columns” arose. On the top 
of the smaller one was a “statue of 
the Immaculate Virgin,” with a sign 
reading, “Auxilium Christianorum—
‘Help of Christians.’” On the top of 
the taller one was “a Host of great 
size proportionate to the column and 
beneath [it] another placard with the 
words: Salus Credentium—Salvation 
of the Faithful.”

The commander of the large ship 
was the pope. Because of the fierceness 

From https://icxcmary.wordpress.com/st-
john-boscos-vision/

frenzied enemies [strove] to fight hand 
to hand, with fists, with blows, with 
blasphemy and with curses.”

Then the pope was suddenly 
struck and, after a second hit, he died. 
“A shout of victory and joy [rang] out 
amongst the enemies; from their ships 
an unspeakable mockery [arose].”

Their joy ceased as another pontiff 
was quickly elected. The new pope 
deftly brought the ship to the two pil-
lars and tied it to them, the bow to the 
Eucharist’s and the stern to Mary’s.

“At this point, a great convulsion 
takes place. All the ships that until 
then had fought against the Pope’s 
ship are scattered; they flee away, 
collide and break to pieces one against 
another…Several small ships that had 
fought gallantly for the Pope race to be 
the first to bind themselves to those 
two columns. Many other ships, hav-
ing retreated through fear...cautiously 
watch from far away; the wrecks of 
the broken ships...in their turn sail 
in good earnest to those two columns, 
and having reached them, they make 
themselves fast to the hooks hanging 
down from them and there they re-
main safe, together with the principal 
ship, on which is the Pope. Over the 
sea there reigns a great calm.”

gashing them open. They launched 
books, incendiaries and all their fire-
power. Yet the flag ship sailed on, the 
damage to its sides being closed by “a 
gentle breeze” which blew from the 
two columns. 

Meanwhile, the attackers’ weap-
ons and prows were broken and many 
of their ships destroyed. “Then, the 

of the little ships’ struggle, he called 
their captains to form a council. How-
ever, a terrible storm came up and the 
captains had to return to their ships. 

During the next lull, the captains 
returned—and so did the storm. The 
pope steered his ship towards the two 
pillars. The enemy ships attacked 
hard, ramming the big ship’s sides, 

and that they became Christ’s Body 
and Blood once the presbyter uttered 
certain words. Unfortunately, gossip, 
no matter how inaccurate, is hard to 
stop once it has been widely dispersed. 

Protestant-Led Persecution
The next major persecution came 

with the rise of the Protestant revolu-
tionaries. Some of their number—in 
particular, Huldrych Zwingli— de-
cided that Jesus’ words at the Last 
Supper should be taken literally, 
“Do this in remembrance of Me (Lk 
22:19).” Since the bread and wine were 
a remembrance, they must merely be 
symbolic. Fifteen hundred years of 
Eucharistic belief were simply wrong 
in the face of sola scriptura (Scripture 
alone). (This opens up another can of 
worms as to what else the Apostles and 

Continued from Page 1 —  Fundamental Church Fathers got wrong, as well as 
obviously making Jesus a liar concern-
ing His Lordship over the Church.)

The Protestants also argued that, 
since the Jews were horrified by can-
nibalism, they thought Jesus would 
never have said to literally eat His 
flesh and drink His blood. They over-
looked the fact that He could have 
told the Jews at the time that He only 
meant it symbolically and, thereby, 
not have lost so many followers. 

Another accusation was that of 
idolatry. To worship a visible thing 
as if it were the invisible God was as 
much a sin as having statues. 

Of course, all this religious confu-
sion was taken advantage of by the 
politically motivated. The expediency 
of “Never let a crisis go to waste” has 
been around as long as the human 
race. Churches, tabernacles, statues 

and parishioners were routinely ran-
sacked and destroyed.

Fast forward to today. The Prot-
estant Revolution did its damage, 
by making man the judge of God. 
The rise of communist regimes and 
atheistic indoctrination have added to 
the moral and spiritual decline of the 
world. Proper instruction in Church 
teachings has been neglected by the 
majority of bishops, educators and 
parents as being too controversial or 
outdated. Is it any wonder that so few 
truly reverence the Holy Eucharist?

The small percentage of Catho-
lics willing to actually attend Mass, 
post-covid, have their work cut out for 
them. Like the early Christians, we 
have a hedonistic world to evangelize, 
beginning with our own parishes.

The Dream of the Two Pillars

—Dawn Sanders
1 https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library

2 http://www.earlychristianwritings.com
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Let’s Get Together More! 
As many of you know, Gospa Missions is online. You 

may have already gone to our website to join Our Lady’s 
Power Hour, make a donation or do some shopping for 
great Catholic products. You may have even checked out 
the links at the bottom of the page to learn a little bit 
more about the work of Gospa Missions and our affili-
ate, Abode for Children. You may have left your prayer 
requests, which we faithfully remember daily when we 
pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet at 3pm. For all this, we 
are deeply appreciative. 

Soon, we will be adding another page to the website 
that we hope will bless you. It will highlight the lives of 
various saints — men and women, from the time of the 
Apostles to more recent decades, whose stories can do 
much to bolster our faith. Like us, they faced dangerous 
times, difficult relationships, and seemingly impossible 
tasks; yet with God, they were more than conquerors. 

But did you know there is more than www.gospa.
org? We invite you to also check out our Facebook page 
and see the latest posts. Our social media staff regularly 
adds articles and links to a wide variety of topics, from 
products to the Power Hour, contests to holy days, and 
much more. There’s lots of good stuff to see so, please, 
take a look and LIKE us while you’re 
there.

Set of 4 Books by Thomas Rutkoski, Founder of Gospa Missions
Despite his dyslexia and other issues, God used Tom Rutkoski in a 
powerful way. He never imagined he would or could write a book, 
much less four. Read Apostles of the Last Days and marvel at the 
lengths God will go to win a soul. Witness amazing things in Miracles 
and continue discovering the path to sanctity in Great Divide and 
the Scriptural Rosary. Are you ready?

001-0007 Set of Four Books $30.00

That’s a 45% discount! 
You save $24.95 off the individual prices!

Amazing Grace  Gospa Missions Books and Gifts
We’re excited to be the go-to store for your inspirational and sacramental needs!

Please check out our great website, www.gospa.org, 
and find those perfect gifts for an upcoming Confirmation or Wedding.
And don’t forget our wonderful selection of books, like the ones below.

Order online or call us at 724-538-3171!

@gospa.missions
LIKE US!

Prayer to Saint Joseph
To you, O blessed Joseph,

do we come in our tribulation,
and having implored the help 

of your most holy Spouse,
we confidently invoke your patronage also.

Through that charity which bound you
to the Immaculate Virgin Mother of God

and through the paternal love
with which you embraced the Child Jesus,

we humbly beg you graciously 
to regard the inheritance

which Jesus Christ has purchased by His Blood,
and with your power and strength to aid us 

in our necessities.
O most watchful guardian of the Holy Family,

defend the chosen children of Jesus Christ;
O most loving father, ward off from us

every contagion of error and corrupting influence;
O our most mighty protector, be kind to us
and from heaven assist us in our struggle

with the power of darkness.

As once you rescued the Child Jesus from deadly peril,
so now protect God’s Holy Church

from the snares of the enemy and from all adversity;
shield, too, each one of us by your constant protection,

so that, supported by your example and your aid,
we may be able to live piously, to die in holiness,

and to obtain eternal happiness in heaven.
Amen.

Saying this prayer during the Year of St. Joseph gains a plenary 
indulgence, according to the usual norms. — usccb.org


