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by Chris Reynolds

Happy Easter! What a joyful time it is after having 
come out of the desert of Lent! Beyond belief, even to His 
beloved disciples, Jesus rose from the dead and opened the 
gates of Heaven, fulfilling the promise His Father made 
to Adam and Eve. The Redeemer lives and is here for us! 
Jesus makes all things new again!  

When I came to Gospa Missions for the first time in 
2000, I was amazed at the size of the building that Our 
Lady had established as her headquarters. One of the 
things Tom always talked about was how this was her 
building and we were here to take care of it and to repair 
it. Tom had refurbished the first floor with new windows 
and an upgraded heating and air conditioning system, 
plus renovated two of the apartments upstairs. As general 
manager at the time, my job was to book Tom for speak-
ing engagements and help oversee building repairs and 
upgrades. 

The main problem back then was that the roof was 
leaking into the third-floor ballroom and needed to be 
replaced. The old roof was torn off and returned to the 
original roof structure and the gutters and downspouts 
were repaired. That was 22 years ago and the current 
roof is now at the end of its life and starting to leak again. 
Also, the gutters and downspouts need to be repaired and 
replaced and the damaged bricks and mortar need to be 
restored. Over the years, Tom worked diligently and did 
a marvelous job at finishing the apartments on the second 
floor. He was able to complete 75% of the restoration of 
the ballroom on the third floor before his passing in 2011. 

When I returned to Gospa in 2019, Our Lord and Our 
Lady put it on my heart to finish Tom’s vision of being 
able to use the third-floor ballroom for conferences and 
retreats. But even more vital was the establishment of a 
chapel at Gospa Missions where we can have daily Mass 
and, God willing, the Blessed Sacrament. You will see in 
this newsletter the plans we have for taking care of the 
necessary repairs and how you can assist us. 

Through much prayer and seeing the signs of the 
times, I feel like Our Lady‘s mission and her building are 
meant to be a beacon of light in the darkness. This place 
will be a refuge for faithful Catholics and those search-
ing for the truth to come to Our Lady so she can present 
them to her Son, Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Pope 
Benedict XVI said the Church may need to decrease in the 
future to gain strength. I truly believe that we are seeing 
the shrinking of the Church and we need to prepare for the 

future. To be this 
light in the dark-
ness, we need 
your help. 

For those 
t h a t  c u r -
rently give 
on a regular 
basis, thank 
you! Gospa 
needs you 
to continue, 
as that al-
lows us to 
do the cur-
r e n t  w o r k 
we are doing. 
Any gift that 
you can give 
over and above 
what you are cur-
rently giving would be 
deeply appreciated and 
would help us in our ef- forts to 
make Tom’s vision a reality. If you are 
new to Gospa Missions as a customer or as a friend, please 
consider making a sacrificial gift towards the vision for Our 
Lady’s building and our work for souls. 

We are hoping to organize a pilgrimage to Medjugorje 
in the fall. And we continue to have Our Lady’s Power 
Hour every Wednesday evening at 9pm EST, followed by 
a reflection from Bishop Strickland of Tyler, Texas. Join us 
in prayer! We are praying for you. We pray together as a 
staff three times a day. If you have specific prayer requests, 
please email them to ourladyspowerhour@gospa.org.

Gospa strives to provide a place where all can come to 
know Jesus through His mother. The more people we can 
reach and touch and help come to know Jesus, the more we 
are fulfilling our mission! The ability to have conferences, 
meeting space, and a chapel will assist in more souls meet-
ing Our Lord and Our Lady! Please help us do this and be 
a part of it. We ask for your prayers, first of all, that we 
can achieve our vision. Secondly, we ask for your financial 
assistance to complete the necessary repairs and improve-
ments to the building. We sincerely appreciate your helping 
us to advance the kingdom of Our Beloved Jesus. 

PREPARING for the FUTURE
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Continued on Page 3 - Memories

Once upon a time there was a man who was simply crazy about returning 
to his true Catholic faith as soon as he possibly could. It wasn’t easy because 
he was not deeply a part of the Church and the Faith until one day, in 1987, 
when he was forty-four years old and God spoke to him.

Sure, his parents were Catholics but they were always too busy with their 
Sunday jobs to really teach Thomas what the Faith was all about. He was 
baptized, received First Communion and Confirmation at his local church 
but only later did he begin to understand the meaning and importance of 
receiving those sacraments.

Tom and I were not married in the Catholic Church. In 1972 we were 
married by a radio evangelist from KDKA. But the very first thing Tom did 
when he experienced his conversion was to go to the Diocese of Pittsburgh 
and start the process of annulment of his first marriage at age 19, which had 
not worked out at all.

When Tom received his annulment, he was ecstatic. He was so anxious 
to go to work for Our Lord. The 
problem now was that there was 
no place for him to work except 
in a tiny room in the hallway to 
our bedroom. He needed a desk 
for his computer, the bookkeeping 
for the 100 Medjugorje pilgrims’ 
payments who would be traveling 
with him soon, plus space to keep 
track of all the requests for him 
to come to churches all over the 
country. 

I was almost always away at 
my job for DeBartolo in Boardman, Ohio, (which was 55 miles each way) or 
else flying around the country. When I finally was home, I ended up having 
to dance through the tiny room to get to where I needed to go. 

One day I came home and found a priest sitting in the kitchen with Tom. 
I wasn’t very nice because, to me, there was always someone in my way. The 
priest, whom we knew, was aware of the lack of hospitality I was hiding. 
After a while, the priest said to Tom, “You have got to get your business out 
of your house. You need a real office down in the town.”

Tom responded to Father that he would love to do that but he didn’t have 
the money to pay a monthly rent. Father assured Tom that God would take 
care of that. So they went downtown to see what they could find. 

There was a small Carhartt store that was planning to close soon. The 
owner was just across the street and Tom and Father managed to get a good 
price on renting the store once it closed. That would be several weeks, at least, 
but Tom was happy to have a place for his work. He started working on the 
inside as soon as Carhartt moved out. He moved all his computers and busi-
ness papers and everything else he needed. But something bothered him. He 
didn’t like the idea of the large glass windows allowing anyone who passed 
by to be able to look right into where all his vital and expensive equipment 
was set up. 
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 This newsletter is dedicated 
to the Holy Spirit.

May we always 
do God’s will. 

Introducing ... 

Memories from Mary 

Tom in the hallway office
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Continued from Page 2 - Memories decide to case the whole building. 
Beside the businesses, there were 
seven apartments, a kitchen, and 
a theater with a stage that were 
all in sad shape — and all of which 
needed to be emptied and redone.

Eventually, Tom decided that 
purchasing the building was the 
best choice and something he could 
handle. I gave 
into him for sev-
eral reasons, in-
cluding the space 
for a far better 
store (which Tom 
designed), plus 
places for our 
employees to live 
with very small 
rents, and more. 

We planned 
to begin mov-
ing to the new 
purchase around 
April sometime. 
However ,  the 
business that 
a r r a n g e d  t o 
rent the small building we were 
leaving (without our knowing it) 
started to complain to the owner 
that they couldn’t afford to wait 
three months to move. 

The owner asked Tom if there 
was any way he could change his 
moving date. Being the nice guy 
that he was, Tom agreed to move 
everything out as soon as he could. 
We had to rent a large container 
and place it in our new parking lot 
in order to store everything that 
had been in the previous building.

That was just the beginning. 
The whole big building had to be 
emptied from the basement to the 
third floor and redone.

It was February 1997 and 
freezing cold. But the front of the 
building needed to be renovated 
with stone to give it some class. So 
they did it, cold or not. Then each 
window needed to be replaced. So 
they worked inside on the windows 
but, with no windows yet installed, 

Not wanting to take any chanc-
es, Tom decided to build a wall 
between the back and front of the 
small building to create some pri-
vacy. That managed to eliminate 
the curiosity, but the front room 
was completely bare. Tom decided 
that he needed to add something 
to make it friendlier.

He asked a few volunteers 
working with him if any of them 
could bring some statues to put in 
the windows, large enough to be 
seen. Several of them were able 
to do it. 

Not long after the statues ar-
rived, the passersby would knock 
on the door to ask if a certain stat-
ue was for sale. So, yes, the first 
statue was sold. Then others were 
sold. It dawned on Tom that the 
front room would be a great place 
to have a full-fledged religious 
shop, so the team working with 
him went to work finding out how 
to order items wholesale to create 
the new store. Soon there were 
many items available for sale…
and more coming. Tom now had his 
religious store and he reveled in it. 

Meanwhile, Tom and I at-
tended daily Mass at St Mathias 
Church right up the street and, 
afterwards, we stopped every day 
for breakfast at Jim and Elaine’s 
Family Restaurant, also on Main 
Street. We enjoyed eating there. 
But soon, Tom got a sales pitch 
from Elaine on buying the building. 
(There were actually three differ-
ent businesses in the Glenn Build-
ing, which was the biggest in the 
town and around 100 years old.) 

The sales pitch by Elaine con-
tinued every morning. I kept warn-
ing Tom that he should just forget 
about buying the Glenn Building. 
The owners wanted, in my opinion, 
too much money for it. And there 
was far too much work to be done to 
rehabilitate it within any reason-
able time frame.

But Tom’s curiosity helped him 

all the workers felt the cold coming 
into the building from those open 
window frames.

As time went on, more prog-
ress was made. Tom created stone 
archways to get from one side of the 
store to the other. He also created a 
grotto in one wall for a 6-foot statue 
of Our Lady from Medjugorje. 

We began to 
bring all the prod-
ucts from the con-
tainer outside into 
what was taking 
shape as our new 
store. The most 
important item to 
be placed was a 
nearly 12-foot alu-
minum statue of 
Jesus on the Cross, 
which Tom had 
purchased from a 
church that was 
closing in Pitts-
burgh. It is still 
the centerpiece of 
our store 25 years 

later. And through all these years, 
our store, titled “Amazing Grace,” 
has managed to survive and con-
tinues to get better and better.

In addition, the apartments 
were repaired and some were re-
furnished. The third floor theater 
was repainted with the best of 
paints and the décor around the 
stage was repaired so it looked 
like new. A custom curtain was 
also added to make the best use of 
the stage.

All in all, the refurbishing of 
this more than 100-year old build-
ing was a several-years job. God 
blessed Gospa Missions by seeing 
that we had enough funds to not 
only buy the Glenn Building, but 
also to turn it into the beautiful 
place it was meant to be. It is a 
miracle for which I thank God ev-
ery day.

Tom and Mary in the new 
East Main Street office

 Mary Rutkoski
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  NEEDS YOUR HELP
TO GO FROM THIS ▼

TO THIS ►
▼

Our 110-year old building, which our late founder, Thomas Rutkoski, purchased twenty-
seven years ago, is in desperate need of repairs. We also want to fulfill Tom’s dream of turning 

the third-floor ballroom into a center for holding retreats and conferences. Most importantly, 
we want to build a chapel to the glory of God and as a blessing to His people. 

Will you help?

The Repairs and Renovation will take place in two phases.

PHASE 
ONE

Repair, Replace, Complete
— replace the roof, soffits, gutters and downspouts, and repair the broken brickwork.

This should stop water leaking into the building and prevent bird, insect and animal infestation.

— complete the interior of the Holy Family Chapel and install the exterior doors

— add ramps to the chapel & main floor of the building to facilitate handicap 
    accessibility.

PHASE 
TWO

Accessibility, Functionality, Comfort
— transform the third-floor ballroom into a conference center

— install an elevator and a fire escape 

— add restrooms and caterer’s kitchen

— expand heating & air conditioning to include the conference center
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PLEASE DONATE TODAY TO HELP OUR LADY’S MISSION
Go to our website, www.gospa.org, and click on the DONATE button; 

or send checks to Gospa Missions, 230 E. Main St., Evans City, PA 16033 
or call 724-538-3171.

    Gospa Missions has been able to be a source of inspiration for Catholics for over thirty years, 
thanks be to God and to all of you who have been a partner in our mission. We know we could 
never have come this far without your support.
      Because of you, Tom was able to fulfill the mission the Blessed Mother gave him at Medjugorje, 
to encourage Catholics in their walk with Christ through talks, retreats, conferences, pilgrimages 
and a newsletter. With your help, he started Abode for Children to provide proper care and an 
education to impoverished children in Nigeria and India. He started the Amazing Grace Books 
and Gifts Store to provide materials for Catholics’ personal devotion and spiritual growth. 
    And, with your help, we can continue his legacy and reach many more souls.
     Please, pray for the staff of Gospa Missions and Abode for Children, that we may be faithful in 
what God is calling us to do. Ask Him to bless, guide and provide for the spiritual and  physical 
work necessary to continue serving Him, here in Evans City and wherever He calls us. 
    Also, please ask the Lord if there is anything He would have you do to help keep us going. 
If you can donate financially, materially or as a volunteer, it would help greatly and be much 
appreciated. 
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On the left is the plan 
for the first floor. The 
highlighted areas are 

the Holy Family Chapel 
and the elevator. 

On the right is the 
proposed design for 

the future conference 
center. The highlighted 
areas are the kitchen, 

restrooms and 
elevator. The large area 

is the ballroom. The 
stage is already there 
and is represented at 

the bottom left. 

Below are the blueprints for the first and third floor renovations, courtesy of 
Eckles Architecture & Engineering, New Castle, PA. 

We just need the funds to make it a reality.
Can you help?
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INDIA: The Struggle is Real
If you could see and hear how much the children 

appreciate what your sponsorship and donations to 
Abode for Children mean to them, your heart just 
couldn’t help but be touched. 

When our Sponsor Relations Coordinator, Shali-
ni Dominic-Savio, was in India recently, she asked 
some of the children to send a video message to those 
who have helped them so much. They expressed 
how happy they were to have the opportunity for a 
great education and how grateful they are for your 
support. We truly cannot do what we do for them 
without you! God willing, we’ll be able to share the 
videos online soon.

 The poverty the children face is real. The area 
they live in is rural with limited job opportunities. 
Consequently, the parents are very poor and cannot 
afford a quality education without your help. 

This brings us to another issue. Because the area 
is so impoverished, the materials available to us 
for building the school, the orphanages, the church 
and other facilities are not of the quality we expect 
in the West. Plus, the climate is very challenging. 
The tropical sun and the monsoon rains cause the 
inferior materials to wear out quickly.

Our previous administrator, although a good 
man, did not keep up with the maintenance. Now, Fr. 
Allam, our new administrator, is having to tackle it.

As is evident in the photos, there is a lot of stand-
ing water at the campus. During the rainy season, 
it becomes a breeding ground for mosquitoes which 
carry potentially deadly diseases, such as malaria 
and dengue fever. Snakes have also made an ap-
pearance, even in the kitchen. 

Another creature that thrives in damp quarters 
is the termite. A colony of them has infested the 
school library. The teachers rescued the books but 
the room is unfit for the children to use. Efforts at 
extermination have been temporary and we need to 
have something done professionally. 

Also, more girls have been entering Mother Te-
resa Orphanage and Mary Rose Buds School. This 
is exciting, even though it presents us with another 
issue: we need to add two more bath(ing) rooms and 
four toilets to the two baths and four toilets we al-
ready have. The accommodations are not sufficient 
for fifty girls, all trying to get ready for classes or 
for bed. 

Is it possible you could help us with these prob-
lems? 

We know you have done so much already but, 
like with our own homes, there always seems to be 
something else coming up. And many times it seems 
to hit one right after the other. Please pray as to what 
the Lord would like you to do. 

Thank you so much for all you have already done.
God bless you!

The volleyball courts and ground beside the convent are all 
flooded. The heat and humidity have also been destroying 

the facade of the convent. 

The photo shows the flooding behind the kitchen area of the 
campus. The standing water is a perfect breeding area for 

mosquitoes who carry the potentially deadly dengue fever virus 
and malaria virus. Snakes also migrate out of the watery area 

and into the buildings and grounds. 

The flooding on the volleyball and kabaddi courts, as well as 
the playground, make them unuseable for the children.
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Continued from Page 6 — India

The school library has had to be dismantled due to a 
termite infestation. The books have been removed 

but the children cannot use the room.

Water damage to the inside wall just outside the 
school office. 

On a happier note...
This past January 26, the children at Mary Rose 

Buds School celebrated Republic Day, which recalls the 
formation of India as a sovereign country with its own 
constitution. This was the 73rd anniversary.

The celebration began at the morning assembly with 
raising the flag, prayers, talks and traditional dancing.  
The sisters also held competitions for the students. The 
older children showed off their science projects and the 
younger ones their drawing skills. These contests are 
meant to inspire and motivate the children. Of course, 
the small prizes are a happy incentive, as well. 

The students are studying, as of this writing, for their 
final exams and will be going home by the end of April. 

Please keep them in your prayers, that they would 
have a healthy summer and come back ready and excited 
for the new school year in June. 

Examples\ of 
the damage from the 
termites consuming 
the library shelves.

—Shalini Dominic-Savio & Dawn Sanders

L to R, Fr. Rajeev, S.I. Venkata Konda Reddy, 
Sr. Jacinta and Heswitha K. performing 
the lighting ceremony for Republic Day

Vivek (L) and Rajesh (R) 
explaining their Diffusion 

of Liquids project

Above, Mary Sowmya (L) and 
Sindhu (R) describing the 

Rotation of the Solar System

Two young 
students from 
the school who 
were helped by 
your support 
during Covid

Right, L - R, 
Gabriel, 

Bharath and 
Suresh 

conducting 
an experiment 

on 
air pressure
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Set of 4 Books by Thomas Rutkoski, Founder of Gospa Missions
Despite his dyslexia and other issues, God used Tom Rutkoski in a 
powerful way. He never imagined he would or could write a book, 
much less four. Read Apostles of the Last Days and marvel at the 
lengths God will go to win a soul. Witness amazing things in Miracles 
and continue discovering the path to sanctity in Great Divide and 
the Scriptural Rosary. Are you ready?

001-0007 Set of Four Books $30.00

That’s a 45% discount! 
You save $24.95 off the individual prices!

Amazing Grace Books and Gifts  Gospa Missions
We’re excited to be the go-to store for your inspirational and sacramental needs!

Please check out our great website, www.gospa.org, 
and find those perfect gifts for an upcoming wedding or other sacramental event.

And don’t forget our wonderful selection of books, like the ones below.

Order online or call us at 724-538-3171!

Our Lady’s 
Power Hour
with reflections by

His Excellency 
Bishop Joseph Strickland

We will be praying 
for our families, our Church 

and our country
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 

at 9pm EST

To join, sign up at 
www.gospa.org 

and click on the banner 
at the top of the page

u t

facebook @gospa.missionsVISIT US ON

Mary
When you follow her,

You will not go astray; 
When you pray to her, 
You will not despair;

When you think of her,
You will not err;

When she holds you up,
You will not fail;

When she protects you,
You will not fear;

When she leads you,
You will not be fatigued;

When she favors you,
You will arrive safely.

She keeps her Son from striking us;
She keeps the devil from hurting us;

She keeps our virtues from escaping us;
She keeps our merits from being destroyed;

She keeps our graces from being lost. 
—St. Bernard of Clairvaux


