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Continued on Page 10 — Ronald Reagan

Cardinal Karol Wojtyła arrived in the United 
States for a six-week visit in the summer of 1976. The 
Polish cardinal came to America that bicentennial sum-
mer for a festive celebration of intimacy with Jesus: the 
Church’s Forty-First International Eucharistic Congress. It 
was held in Philadelphia, where the Continental Congress 
had declared independence two hundred years earlier. He 
traveled throughout the United States, visiting cities big 
and small. He began his trek in Boston, home of revolu-
tionary patriots.

Wojtyła’s Message of Freedom
Wojtyła spoke at [the August 3rd] Mass, which was 

dedicated to The Eucharist and Man’s Hunger for Freedom. 
The cardinal’s speech might as well have had the same 
title. He gave a powerful statement expressing not just the 
goodness of the Body of Christ, but also his sense of the 
forces of evil threatening the world — the forces aligned 
against freedom, the freedom that man wanted and that 
God wanted for man. The cardinal from communist-occu-
pied Poland was very much aware that he was speaking 
in a country that just a month earlier had celebrated the 
two hundredth anniversary of its own triumph of freedom.

Wojtyła started by quoting from Luke’s Gospel:

“‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, be-
cause he has anointed me; he has sent 
me to announce good news to the poor, 
to proclaim release for prisoners, and 
recovery of sight for the blind; to let the 
broken victims go free.’”

These, said the cardinal, were the 
words of a thirty-year-old Christ facing 
His fellow countrymen officially for the 
first time. By those words, He revealed His 
messianic mission. That same Christ, said 
Wojtyła, “today faces us all, the People of 
the New Covenant...”

The future pontiff then addressed the 
“hunger of the human soul, which is no less 
than the hunger for real freedom.” Each 
of us, to some extent, knows what this 
freedom is, said Wojtyła. “It is the principal 
trait of humanity and the source of human 
dignity.” He quoted from the Second Vati-

can Council’s Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the 
Modern World. That document affirmed that “authentic 
freedom” is “an exceptional sign of the divine image within 
man” and that “man’s dignity demands that he act accord-
ing to a conscious and free choice.” Wojtyła continued:

“Freedom is at the same time offered to man and 
imposed upon him as a task. It is in the first place an at-
tribute of the human person and in this sense it is a gift of 
the Creator and an endowment of human nature. For this 
reason it is also the lawful right of man; man has a right 
to freedom, to self-determination, to the choice of his life 
career, to acting according to his own convictions. Freedom 
has been given to man by his Creator in order to be used, 
and to be used well.”

Thus, God is the antithesis of the earthly destroyers of 
freedom — men like the totalitarians in Moscow and other 
communist capitals. 

A Hunger for Freedom
Of course, Cardinal Wojtyła said, we know perfectly 

well that man abuses liberty. Man can do wrong because 
he is free. That is the risk.

Ronald Reagan and KaRol Wojtyla
             Two Freedom Fighters in America     by Dr. Paul Kengor

St. John Paul II and President Ronald Reagan at the Fairbanks 
Airport in Alaska, 1974 (Reagan Presidental Library)
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Save the Dates - Gospa Missions Conferences

September 22, 2018 - Quid Est Veritas? (What is Truth?) - St. Fidelis Church, Butler, PA 
Speakers: Fr. William Kiel, Paul Ruggieri and Maria Henrie

April 2019 - Catholic Conference - Details To Be Announced

Initial Confusion
An Editorial Reprint from Thomas . . .  A Message from Mary 

U.S.S.R. The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. Did these four letters not 
strike fear into the heart of every peace-loving American during the 50s and 60s?  The 
threat represented by these four little letters to our very way of life was on everyone’s 
mind. What we knew about the Soviet Union was government control of everything: 
health care, food, housing, financial institutions, industry, the media, transportation 
– everything. We knew that their system did not work for the betterment of Russia’s 
citizens because the only people there who lived well were those in control. It was they 
who were involved in redistribution of wealth and the result was chaos: food and gas 
lines, empty shelves and the concept of which it is said the Russian leaders were the 
proudest — “universal” health care. Most Russians lived in misery (more than 65% 
in two rooms or less) and many still do. The first country to legalize abortion, way 
back in 1920, still uses abortion as its primary means of birth control. Russia has the 
highest abortion rate in the world – and every year since these statistics have been 
kept (1957) the number of abortions has been greater than the number of births. For 
a considerable stretch the number of abortions was more than double the live births. 
And so God allowed the Russian atheists to live in misery and in a seriously declin-
ing population mode.

The U.S. A., on the other hand, was doing quite well. As long as we worked hard 
and prayed hard, we not only prospered, we saw to it that those who had less got a 
share of our bounty. But something happened. We became greedy. “Blue laws” that 
dictated that all non-essential stores had to be closed on Sunday were challenged in 
court or abolished outright. The parental ideal of the stay-at-home mom flew the coop 
because one income wasn’t enough to buy all the stuff we “needed” and the children 
were farmed out to strangers. Church attendance plummeted by more than 60 percent, 
but we were doing so well and we discovered that spending our money on Sunday 

Surprise! I’ll bet you thought you’d never see another Gospa newsletter. I can’t 
blame you for that. It has been a long time since we last published. It has not been 
easy without Tom for the last seven years. Where did it go? 

We are determined to keep him and his message alive in our hearts and so, in 
addition to our work with Abode for Children, we are resuming more of what Gospa 
Missions is all about:  conferences (see the center-fold), the newsletter, our website 
(gospa.org) is being renovated, a whole new online store will debut soon and maybe 
even a pilgrimage. Also, Apostles of the Last Days is being re-published. 

I’m very excited about having our website operating again. One of the features I 
look forward to is a page called “Tom Stories.” We have many wonderful accounts of 
how hearing Tom speak or reading his books has changed their lives or strengthened 
their faith in so many ways. They are wonderful stories. If you have a story about 
Tom, we would love to have it to add to our website. Please consider sending it to us. 
We would only use your name with your permission.

I am reprinting Tom’s editorials because they are important -  and I can’t compete 
with him. The one below is from November, 2008 – almost ten years ago. I think you 
may be surprised again to see how relevant it still is today. It’s a heavy warning for 
us all, but the way things are going today, we need this wake up call. Read on and 
see what I mean. Here’s Tom:
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What is Apostolic Tradition?

—Dawn Sanders
1 Catechism of the Catholic Church

FundaMentaLs OF the Faith: apOstOLic traditiOn

To have a sense of the meaning 
of Apostolic Tradition, one needs to 
examine it in the light of Divine Rev-
elation. The Catholic Church teaches 
that it is possible to know God through 
three avenues: Creation, Reason and 
Divine Revelation.

This last approach refers to 
God’s enlightening man, step by 
step, about Himself. At first, the 
Lord spoke directly to Adam and 
Eve. After the Fall, He revealed 
Himself in a mystical way to 
Noah, Abraham and Moses, 
acquainting them with aspects 
of His character. The same 
with the prophets. Finally, He 
revealed Himself through His 
Son. Jesus is the full and final 
Word of the Father.

“Christ, the Son of God made 
man, is the Father’s one, 
perfect and unsurpassable 
Word. In Him He has said 
everything; there will be no 
other Word than this One.”1

Jesus taught His disciples 
by word and example who God 
is and what He desires. After 
His Ascension, Christ’s followers 
spread His teaching by example, word 
of mouth and letters. Jesus’ unwrit-
ten words and directions continue in 
the Church as Sacred Tradition. The 
written texts are recognized as Sacred 
Scripture. Together they provide the 
Church with the full Deposit of Faith. 

Need for Apostolic Tradition
The Deposit of Faith is neces-

sary for salvation, yet its fullness is 
revealed bit by bit to those who, with 
pure hearts, strive to immerse them-
selves in its depths. The Holy Spirit, 
in the sense of the faithful, helps be-
lievers, from the pope to the newest 
baptized member of the Church, to 
recognize its truth. But how would 
one know for certain that he is not 
mistaken without the assurance of a 
higher authority? 

The Lord has provided this through 
the successors of the Apostles, the Mag-

isterium. These bishops are the inheri-
tors of the Apostolic Tradition. With 
the representative of  St. Peter, the 
Apostles continue to guide the Church 
through those to whom their ministry 
has been “handed on,” which is the 
meaning of the root word in tradition. 

For example, concerning the Bible, 
the Magisterium outlined particular 
criteria for what would and wouldn’t 
be included and the canon of Sacred 
Scripture was finalized according to 
those parameters.

Certainty of Faith
The Magisterium is responsible for 

the correct proclamation of the truths 
of the Gospel, which are revealed to 
the world and, through the power of 
the Holy Spirit, bring humanity to a 
saving knowledge of Christ.

Evidence of that authority was 
shown in the Acts of the Apostles 
(15:1-35). When the members of the 
Church were disputing under what 
conditions the Gentiles were to be 
accepted as members of the Body of 
Christ, there was no established list of 
criteria for converts. The Apostles (the 
Magisterium at the time), deliberated 
what should be required of the Gentile 
believers. Under the inspiration of the 

Spirit, guided by the truths revealed 
in the Old Testament Scriptures and 
Tradition, they came up with a list. 
Since then, every council of bishops 
essentially does the same thing—ask 
the help of the Holy Spirit and refer to 
the Scriptures and Tradition.

“It is clear, therefore, that sa-
cred tradition, Sacred Scrip-
ture and the teaching author-
ity of the Church, in accord 
with God’s most wise design, 
are so linked and joined to-
gether that one cannot stand 
without the others, and that 
all together and each in its 
own way under the action of 
the one Holy Spirit, contrib-
ute effectively to the salvation 
of souls.” — Dei Verbum, 10

Because we have the succes-
sors of the Apostles, the Church 
is able to address whatever is-
sues come up in the particular 
period of time in which she finds 
herself.

Without the Apostolic Tra-
dition, the faithful could not be 
secure in their knowledge of the 

truth concerning salvation in Jesus 
Christ. As the early heresies showed, 
from Gnosticism to Manicheism, nu-
merous people came up with their own 
ideas of what the Scriptures “really” 
meant and taught. Because of the 
Deposit of Faith and the authority of 
the Apostles transmitted through the 
bishops, there was a guiding light that 
cut through the darkness of human 
thinking and provided the surety of 
what Christ taught and what Chris-
tians have professed to believe now 
for centuries.

“The Christian economy, there-
fore, since it is the new and 
definitive Covenant, will never 
pass away; and no new public 
revelation is to be expected before 
the glorious manifestation of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 1

May God continue to guide us in 
all truth through His bishops!
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Continued from Page 2 - Editorial

Over 30 years ago, God set a man on fire...
   And though Thomas Rutkoski has gone home to be with his Lord, the 
non-profits he founded are still here pursuing his vision:to  set Catho-
lics on fire with love for God and the Church through 
Gospa   Missions, and to aid needy children through 
Abode for Children.  
  We pray that God will move your heart to help 
Gospa Missions and Abode for Children con-
tinue reaching out to His people. Every 
donation is sincerely appreciated. Your 
gifts can be sent to 

Gospa Missions
230 E. Main St.

Evans City, PA 16033 
or through our website, gospa.org.        

was not only convenient and fun, but 
usually necessary because there was 
no other day to do it. What used to be 
called good news (I’m pregnant), was 
now becoming a financial burden and, 
even worse, socially unacceptable. 
Birth control and abortion became the 
solution. Their result is world popula-
tion control.

The key word here is control and 
we are out of proper control. With God 
as our friend we flourished. Now that 
He is no longer welcome in our govern-
ment and in many of our homes, well, 
the times they are a-changing.

Our Blessed Mother in Fatima 
predicted the errors of Russia would 
spread over the whole world if her re-
quests were not fulfilled. She said we 
would experience war after war and 
look where we are now. Sister Lúcia, 
the one who received these visions and 
messages, called the state of the world 
today diabolical disorientation.

 As Americans, we were the envy 
of the entire world. Everyone wanted 
to come to the U.S. – the land of the 
free and the home of the brave. Is that 
still the case? If we take a really close, 
objective look, we will see telltale signs 
that we are becoming a mirror image 
of Russia. In a bizarre coincidence of 
shared initials, our name could eas-
ily change to U.S.S.R., United States 
Socialist Republic.

In this recent presidential election 
campaign, candidates used words to 
describe ideas on fixing the economy 
that could never have been mentioned 
before – words like redistribution of 

wealth that would put a smile on the 
long-cold lips of Karl Marx. Those 
who lied, time after time, for the sake 
of political expediency, were not held 
accountable because those around us 
just didn’t seem to care. How can we 
expect our leaders to be moral, if we 
ourselves, are losing our grip of the 
concept?

Promises were made that 95% of 
Americans would get a tax break and 
that somehow there would be great, 
low cost health care for everyone. Can 
you tell me when we last saw govern-
ment involvement in anything that 
made it better? Another grandiose 
promise – Social Security – became 
just another form of tax, but with an 
ID number so the government could 
track us. Does it work well?  The an-
swer is no. The government decided to 
reclassify the excess money out of the 
Social Security Trust Fund and use 
it for war, capital projects and other 
giveaways to solidify their popularity 
with their constituents. When passed 
in 1935, the Social Security Act was 
an attempt to limit what were seen as 
dangers in the modern American life, 
including old age, poverty, unemploy-
ment, and the burdens of widows and 
fatherless children. Today it is the 
largest single government program 
in the world! Over 61,000 employees. 
The same will happen with govern-
ment health care only it will be worse 
because health care affects everyone, 
not just those mentioned above. We 
will end up with reduced quality, less 
control and higher cost.  

Does it seem that I am painting 

a gloomy picture for America? Good, 
that was my intent. As we slip farther 
and farther away from God, the future 
will become even gloomier. You do not 
vote into power those who pass laws 
that allow the murder of 45 million 
children and not reap the whirlwind. 

If you cannot see diabolical disori-
entation in all of this then you are part 
of the problem. The only solution is to 
do exactly what Jesus Christ asked for 
2000 years ago, but we all know that 
is not going to happen. So what can we 
expect? Expect the worst.

Many people ask me how it is that 
I take terminal illness so well. The fact 
is I am going home and I am excited. 
God once explained to me that I would 
not be able to take what was coming 
in the future so He was bringing me 
home early. Thank You, thank You, 
God.  I have tried very hard to give 
my life to God in the past twenty years 
and I hope it is bearing fruit. But what 
about those left behind?

Those whose vote expressed the 
willingness to accept the status quo 
in regard to abortion will pay an ex-
treme price. As Jesus told us, it would 
have been better for them to have tied 
a millstone around their neck and 
jumped in the ocean. The good will 
die along with the bad. All we can do 
is live the Blessed Mother’s message 
and constantly pray for mercy. A cava-
lier attitude will not lead to salvation. 
Only a small remnant will be left to 
carry on the true faith. Remember, the 
Eucharist is the fuel for the journey. 
It leads to humility in the face of God 
and it opens our eyes to His reality. To 
receive Jesus unworthily, and unre-
pentant, can lead to destruction.

God loves each of His children 
and so we should try to act as if we 
are children of God. The only reason 
the U.S. and the rest of the world will 
be brought to its knees is because we 
are not there asking for His help. We 
think we know more than God Him-
self. Instead of seeing God for what He 
is, Our Father, we have become what 
we most feared, communists. Instead 
of asking God to lead us, we begged for 
a socialist leadership and so the errors 
of Russia are at our door. Welcome to 
the U.S.S.R., Satan’s domain. I repeat: 
expect the worst.

The situation we are facing is so 
Continued on Page 9 — Editorial
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Continued on Page 6 — Freedom

The Catholic Faith has been part 
of the American story for five centu-
ries. From the earliest missionary 
efforts among the Guale natives of 
Georgia’s coastlands to the appeal of 
the Little Sisters of the Poor for 
the religious freedom of 
their Order to be upheld 
by the nation’s courts, 
Catholics have had an 
impact on the nation’s cul-
ture. The American Catho-
lic Almanac: A Daily Reader 
of Patriots, Saints, Rogues, 
and Ordinary People Who 
Changed the United States 
includes biographies and 
little-known historical events 
that formed America’s excep-
tionalism. Below are some of 
those stories.

Declaring Independence
Every man who signed the 

Declaration of Independence 
had something to lose. In putting 
their names to the document, they 
committed treason. If their bid 
for independence went wrong, every-
thing they had—their property, their 
livelihoods, their freedom—would 
disappear. 

Charles Carroll of Carrollton, 
however, had more to lose than most.

The only son of Maryland’s rich-
est planter and cousin to the future 
Archbishop John Carroll, Charles Car-
roll was one of the wealthiest men in 
America at the time. But that didn’t 
stop him from signing the Declaration 
after the Congress passed it on July 
4, 1776. When it came to revolution, 
fortune or no, he was all in.

Carroll had been all in for nearly 
a decade. Although he spent 16 years 
on the far side of the Atlantic study-
ing in France and London, he began 
agitating for independence soon after 
he returned to Annapolis in 1765. In 
the pages of the Maryland Gazette 
(under the pseudonym “First Citizen”) 
and on various committees of corre-
spondence, he championed American 
self-government and railed against 
British taxation policies. 

By the early 1770s, Carroll an-
ticipated armed conflict, telling his 

friend Samuel Chase that it would 
ultimately require “the bayonet” to 
resolve the colonies’ dispute with the 
British. “Our arguments will only 
raise the feelings of the 

people to that 
pitch, when 

open 
war 
will 

be looked to as the 
arbiter of the dispute,” he predicted. 

In 1776, Carroll became one of 
Maryland’s delegates to the Conti-
nental Congress. Although he wasn’t 
present to vote on Jefferson’s Dec-
laration, he signed it gladly and 
proudly, giving the document its 
lone Catholic signature. 

In later years, Carroll served as 
both a state senator and U.S. sena-
tor, advocated (unsuccessfully) for the 
gradual abolition of slavery in Mary-
land, and sought to resettle former 
slaves in Liberia.

When Carroll died on November 
14, 1832, he was the last surviving 
signer of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence—an act that, in the end, cost 
him little and gained him much.  

The Beer Monks
At 10 a.m. on June 19, 1855, an 

anxious Father Boniface Wimmer, 
O.S.B., sat in a Vatican antechamber, 
awaiting an audience with Pope Pius IX. 

A German Benedictine priest, 
Father Wimmer had immigrated 
to America almost ten years earlier. 
Upon his arrival, at the invitation of 
Pittsburgh’s Bishop Michael O’Connor, 

he founded America’s first Benedictine 
monastery, St. Vincent Abbey.

Like all German abbeys, St. Vin-
cent raised its own crops, ground its 
own flour, and brewed its own beer.

O’Connor didn’t mind the crop 
growing or flour grinding, but as an 

early adherent of the temperance 
movement, he was none too 

pleased with the beer-
brewing. After reflecting 

upon the scandal of 
monks in his diocese 
brewing (and selling) 
alcohol, he decided the 

best course of action 
was to order them 
to stop. The Bene-
dictines obeyed but 
then pled their case 

to Rome.
Once Wimmer’s 

audience began, he ex-
plained to the Holy Father that, out 
of obedience, the monks had drunk 
nothing but water since they ceased 
brewing. He then added, “Whether we 
can keep it up is another question.”

The pope agreed, saying, “Water 
alone would never do on a permanent 
basis.”

The two men reached a compro-
mise: the monks could brew beer for 
themselves, but would avoid the retail 
trade for a time. The monks abided 
by the decision, and, when they later 
resumed distributing beer, sold only 
small amounts.

Even that compromise, however, 
proved insufficient. As the temperance 
movement grew in popularity, increas-
ing numbers of the Catholic clergy and 
hierarchy in America criticized the 
monks. One Buffalo-area priest even 
devoted a series of pamphlets to the 
infamous “beer monks” of St. Vincent.

“Instead of laboring for the cause 
of sobriety, on which the welfare of 
the church in this country depends,” 
he wrote, “the beer monks…are actu-
ally gaining revenue from the spread 
of intemperance.”

The monks stopped selling beer 
in 1898, then, following Prohibition, 
closed the brewery for good.

Today, they sell coffee instead.

Freedom, Beer and Other Matters
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—Dawn Sanders

On Dying Well
In 53 years, Tony Snow accom-

plished much. He served as press sec-
retary to two Presidents Bush, hosted 
his own television and radio shows, 
and was a widely published journal-
ist. But in the end, none of 

those 
accom-
plish-
ments 
could 
keep 
can-
cer at 
bay.

Stil l ,  for 
all the suffering the cancer caused, 
it also became an occasion of grace. 
Years earlier, while still in college, 
Snow assessed the state of the world 

and found it wanting. He became 
Catholic and threw himself into the 
practice of his newfound faith. But 
then he fell in love with an evangeli-
cal Protestant. She wanted to marry 
in her church. He wanted to marry in 
his. The bride won, and after the wed-
ding, Snow continued to worship with 
his wife in her church.

In 2005, however, after learning 
he had cancer, Snow resumed the prac-
tice of his faith. He had his marriage 
regularized, returned to the sacra-
ments, and began studying Catholic 
teachings with the same enthusiasm 
of his college days. 

Through it all, Snow learned to 
make sense of his suffering. Shortly 
before his death, he explained how he 
did that in as essay for Christianity 
Today.

He wrote:
God relishes surprise. We want 
lives of simple, predictable ease—
smooth, even trails as far as the 
eye can see—but God likes to go 
off-road. He provokes us with 
twists and turns. He places us in 
predicaments that seem to defy 
our endurance and comprehen-
sion—and yet don’t. By His love 
and grace we persevere. The chal-
lenges that make our hearts leap 
and stomachs churn invariably 
strengthen our faith and grant 
measures of wisdom and joy we 
would not experience otherwise.

Snow died on July 12, 2008.

Woman to Woman
One afternoon in the late 1920s, 

Katherine Burton stood outside a 
Catholic church, desperate and over-
whelmed. Her husband of almost 
twenty years had recently suffered 
a nervous breakdown and left. With 
three children still at home, Burton 
didn’t know how she would make ends 
meet. She also wanted to help her 
husband, but he didn’t want her help.

Exhausted and unsure of what 
to do next, the nominal Episcopalian 
went inside the church and prayed. 
She later described what happened 
next:

As I knelt I was suddenly aware 
of a new sensation. For weeks 
and weeks I had had the feeling 

of falling and falling nowhere. 
Now of a sudden something 
seemed to be holding me up. It 
too came from outside; it was 
not anything I had conjured up 
to comfort myself. Somehow I 
had been caught and lifted high 
above my own pain and loss. 
They were still there, heartbreak-
ingly real, but the sense of being 
alone with them was gone.

For two years, while working as 
an assistant editor at McCall’s, Bur-
ton contemplated conversion. In 1930, 
she made up her mind and entered the 
Catholic Church. Burton then spent the 
next three years working as an editor 
at Redbook, until she worked up the 
confidence to 
venture out on 
her own.

When 
s h e  d i d , 
Burton be-
came one 
of the most 
prolific 
Catholic 
writers of 
the mid-
twenti-
eth cen-
tury, 
pen-
n i n g  m o r e 
than 40 books (mostly biogra-
phies of prominent Catholics and 
institutions), as well as writing essays 
and news stories for Catholic periodi-
cals. Her column, “Woman to Woman,” 
published in the Passionist Fathers’ 
magazine The Sign, was the first 
regular column written by a Catholic 
woman in America.

Although Burton wrote widely on 
questions of both Church and culture, 
much of her work focused on the role 
of women. Long before Pope St. John 
Paul II spoke of “the feminine genius,” 
Burton helped Catholic women under-
stand and navigate their place at work 
and home in a changing world. 

Burton continued writing until her 
death on September 22, 1969.

“Dear children! This is the 
day that the Lord gave me to give 
Him thanks for each of you, for 
those who have converted and 
have accepted my messages and 
have set out on the way of conver-
sion and holiness. Rejoice, little 
children, because God is merciful 
and loves you all with His im-
measurable love and leads you to 
the way of salvation through my 
coming here. I love you all and 
give you my Son that He may give 
you peace. Thank you for having 
responded to my call.”

Continued from Page 5 — Freedom

Excerpts taken from The American 
Catholic Almanac: A Daily Reader... 

by Brian Burch & Emily Stimpson 

Medjugorje Message
June 25, 2018



July 2018 7www.gospa.org

Mother Teresa and St. Thomas 
Orphangages in Ponnapalli, India, and 

St. Joseph Orphanage in Ogoja, Nigeria, 
have cared for thousands of children whose 
parents have either died or are so destitute 
that they cannot provide for their children’s 
basic needs.  Besides the children in the or-

phanages, our schools — Mary Rose Buds in 
India and St. Joseph in Nigeria—provide 

helpless  children with healthy meals, 
clothing, shelter and a life-changing 

education. 
All this for only 65 cents a day per child!

I am Umadevi Chirala. 
I am 10 years old and will be 

entering V Standard. My father 
and mother are day laborers who 

struggle to support my three sisters 
and me. They want me to have a 
better life, so now I live at Mother 

Theresa Orphanage and go to Mary 
Rose Buds School. My favorite 

pastimes are singing and drawing. 

Will you be my sponsor?

Do you have a       for the less fortunate?

Will You Help 
us Help THem

call Abode for Children @ 724-538-5700 to learn more

Umadevi  is a poor child in India.
Is it YOU?

Godwin is in Nigeria.  He needs help, too. 

My name is Godwin Ejue. 
I am 5 years old and in 

Nursery II. My father died from 
illness. My mother is a farm laborer 
and cannot earn enough to care for 

me and my brothers and sisters.
She sent me to St. Joseph School, 

where I can learn and be cared for. 
They give me hope.

Will you be my sponsor?

Are you the one to give it?

Abode for 
Children is 
a 501(c)(3) 

public charity 
founded by 

Thomas Rut-
koski in 2006 
to distinguish 

our orphanages from Gospa Missions. Our 
first-hand experience of the desperate 

conditions these precious children face 
every day was the catalyst. They have no 
other means of support than our sponsors 
and donors through Abode for Children. 
Together, we are changing despair into 
hope for these little brothers and sisters 

of Christ. We can’t continue helping them  
without your help. Please don’t turn away!

$240 sponsors a child for a year and can 
be paid annually, quarterly or monthly. 

Of course,donations are always welcome!

abodeforchildren.org
724-538-5700

?
God will bless youfor it!

She needs a sponsor.
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—Terence K. O’Leary
Reprinted with permission from thecatholicthing.org. 

Copyright 2015. 

The confessionals are empty. The 
sinners have gone away. Or should I 
say, “sin has gone away.” Not to be 
judgmental, but rather to be obser-
vant, I sense poignantly a lack of what 
I would call “sin awareness” among 
modern Catholics. We seem to have 
assimilated the secular notion that the 
concept of sin places outdated, even 
psychologically damaging, restraints 
on people, or that the feeling of guilt 
for wrongdoing (or wrong-thinking) 
is emotionally debilitating. Thus, we 
see in society the virtual elimination 
of the word “sin.” We don’t want to 
hurt anybody’s self esteem. Catholics, 
perhaps innocently, have bought into 
this nonsense.

Cohabitating young adults are 
seen going to Communion with ap-
parent impunity. Our children are 
taught in public school health classes 
that masturbation is “normal” (as if 
a mathematical average equals ab-
solution). They are told that abortion 
is a legitimate medical procedure, 
as if “medical” means okay. Some 
adults with decades-long resent-
ments against others apparently 
have no problem allowing these self-
destructive feelings to fester and to 
ignore the basic Christian concept of 
unconditional forgiveness.

Our young appear to have almost 
universally adopted the idea that pre-
marital sex is acceptable. Pro-choice 
Catholic politicians take the sacra-
ments in a blatant display of hubris, 
arguing ignorantly that abortion is 
a matter of conscience. Football fans 
cheer when a member of the opposing 
team has his head nearly separated 
from his body. Marriage seems in 
many cases to be about as serious as 
“going steady” was when I was in high 
school. And on and on.

Our pope is emphasizing the 
need to welcome the disaffected and 
to affirm them as Catholics. Fine, 
but we need also to reaffirm doctri-
nal truth. These objectives are not 
at loggerheads; both are mutually, 
authentically Christian. In making 
Catholicism a living faith for sinners 
of all stripes, we must also meet the 
challenge of truth telling and not lower 
the bar for re-entry.

We are weak, all of us, and in con-
stant need of the wonderful sacrament 
of reconciliation. I am a sinner, and as 
such I have a need for the confessional 
at least monthly. Not because I have a 
scrupulous conscience or because I’m 
“hard on myself,” but because I believe 
human frailty to be a constant state 
requiring constant vigilance.

I suppose with a profoundly in-
formed conscience many of us could 
survive spiritually with a once-a-year 

confession. Not I. I know myself bet-
ter. I would become lazy, apathetic, 
and removed from the spiritual world. 
From a purely selfish standpoint I am 
spiritually refreshed by the sacrament 
of reconciliation. It’s not a question of 
merely “staying out of Hell this week.” 
Rather, it is a moment of understand-
ing of my potential for some degree 
of holiness and a realization of the 
nature of God’s mercy.

I want to be straight with Him. 
I want to thank Him for his mercy. 
Thank him for His Cross. Ask Him 
to shape me up. Give me more self-
discipline. Respond to His will. This 
is when I am most happy, most opti-
mistic and most confident.

Why have we forgotten these 
things? Have we been so misguided 
by warped interpretations of Vatican 
II that we think that serious sin has 
disappeared? Do we even know what 
is venial and what is mortal? Do we 
think that examination of conscience 
and an act of contrition are always 
enough to prepare for the Eucharist? 
Do we really understand what is sin 
and what isn’t? Are we so naive as to 
think that secular psychobabble can 
replace doctrinal truth?

If the laity can’t answer these 
questions satisfactorily, why shouldn’t 
we expect our clergy to answer them – 
the same clergy that would admonish 
us to take advantage of a confessional 
that may be open, in most cases, no 
more than forty-five minutes to an 
hour each week? My pastor is pretty 
good at this. His message is strong 
and fairly frequent. But I have lived a 
long life as a Catholic, lived it in nine 
different parishes, and have seen the 
sure but gradual decline in the use of 
the confessional.

How can Catholics take the con-
fessional seriously when they do not 
have the answers to these questions? 
When a parish of 3,000 people pro-
duces fifteen or twenty penitents at 
the confessional each week?

The problem of a seriously diluted 
sacrament lies as much with the clergy 
as with the laity. Not to be hard on 
the clergy, who have probably become 
discouraged at the dramatic downturn 
in confessional visitations, but the 
educational problem (from the pulpit) 
is theirs to solve. And in the process, 
as the British would say, they need “to 
put a little stick about.”

I am sure there are some priests 
who believe that the confessional, for a 
time, had become a Jansenistic ritual 
of scrupulous excess, that we needed 
to “loosen up, ” and know that we are 
all basically good and needn’t be too 
worried as long as we haven’t created 
a major “separation” from God. Like 
what? Murder? Adultery? Coveting my 
neighbor’s goods? And any number of 
other sins, great and small, that have 
not disappeared from human hearts 
or the world.

If we are going to argue histori-
cally that private confession only ap-
peared after several Christian centu-
ries, we had better still today know 
exactly what would take its place. 
Because what we seem to have at 
present is Eucharistic anarchy: “I’m 
a good person. I can go to Mass and 
Communion any time I want.” So why, 
exactly, did Christ have to come into 
the world and die a horrible death on 
the Cross?

Is Confession Dead ?
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St. Louis IX of France 
Feast day — August 25

A Truly Christian King
Son of the Church. King. Cru-

sader. Saint. All these describe the re-
markable man who came to be known 
as St. Louis IX of France.

Born in 1214, Louis became king 
at the age of twelve, when his father 
unexpectedly died of dysentery. Due 
to his youth, his mother, Blanche, was 
regent and managed to consolidate the 
kingdom for him by the time he was 
twenty-one. Although Blanche saw to 
it that Louis was educated in all the 
academics and methods of warfare 
necessary for a ruler, the teaching 
she stressed most was that of avoid-
ing mortal sin. Louis was so dedicated 
to his faith that it was said he never 
swore or spoke an evil word of anyone 
in his entire life. 

One of his first actions as monarch 
was completing the building of Roy-
aumont Abbey, begun by his father. 
He also aided many other religious 
orders and universities. Louis helped 
found the Sorbonne, the theological 
school associated with the University 
of Paris. Such lights of the Church as 
St. Bonaventure, St. Albert the Great 
and St. Thomas Aquinas taught there. 

When Baldwin II, Latin Emperor 
of Constantinople, offered Louis the 
Crown of Thorns and a fragment of 
Jesus’ Cross, as well as some other 
relics, Louis gave him an extrava-
gant amount of money and built the 

beautiful 
Sainte-
Chappelle 
to house 
these 
treasures. 
Com-
pleted in 
1248, this 
Gothic 
church 
is consid-
ered one of the best examples of ar-
chitecture and stained glass windows 
from the 13th century.

Louis’ benevolence extended to all 
in need, as well. He funded hospitals 
and homes for the poor, the blind, 
and reformed prostitutes. He fed a 
hundred destitute people at his palace 
daily and even more during Advent 
and Lent. Many times he waited on 
them himself and washed their feet.

A particular concern of his was to 
see that all his subjects were treated 
fairly and equally. The poor had just 
as much access to their ruler for justice 
as the nobility. Louis was known for 
his wisdom and fairness in arbitrating 
difficult cases. Even his former enemy, 
the King of England, had recourse to 
him in later years to settle a dispute 
with his barons.

Given Louis’ love of Christ and 
His Church, the king desired to help —Dawn Sanders

the Christians who were suffering 
under the Muslim occupation of the 
Holy Land. He went on two Crusades, 
the first one in 1248 to Egypt, and 
the second in 1270 to Tunis. Neither 
Crusade was successful. In Egypt, Louis 
was captured, yet even in prison, he 
persevered in his faith, to the admira-
tion of his men and captors. They were 
released in 1250.

His freedom regained, Louis vis-
ited all the Holy Places he could, as 
well as helping fortify the Christian 
cities and relieving the suffering of the 
poor. While there, he heard that his 
mother, who had once more been acting 
as regent, had died. The king returned 
to France as quickly as possible. 

In 1270, he again went on Cru-
sade, with high expectations that the 
newly-converted Tunisian emir would 
help him win back the Holy Places. 
But he had been misinformed about 
the emir. While waiting for reinforce-
ments from Sicily, dysentery broke out 
among the crusaders. Louis’ second 
oldest son died and, that same day, 
the king and his eldest son became ill. 
Louis died the next day.

Having lived as a perfect example 
of a Christian ruler, Louis was pro-
claimed a saint by Pope Boniface VIII 
a mere twenty-seven years later.

Continued from Page 4 — Editorial

much like the story of Samuel in the 
Old Testament. The elders of Israel 
came to Samuel and asked him to 
appoint a new king. Samuel was not 
happy about this, so he prayed to the 
Lord, who said “Grant the people’s 
every request. It is not you they reject, 
they are rejecting me as their king.” 
But before He did so, God told Samuel 
to warn them solemnly of what to ex-
pect of the king who would rule them. 
So Samuel said to those who were 
asking him for a king: 

The king will take your sons and 
assign them to his chariots and 
horses, and they will run before 
his chariot. He will set them to 
do his plowing and his harvest-
ing, and to make his implements 
of war and the equipment of 
his chariots. He will use your 

daughters as ointment-makers, 
as cooks, and as bakers. He 
will take the best of your fields, 
vineyards, and olive groves, and 
give them to his officials. He will 
tithe your crops and your vine-
yards, and give the revenue to 
his eunuchs and his slaves. He 
will take your male and female 
servants, as well as your best 
oxen and your asses, and use 
them to do his work. He will tithe 
your flocks and you, yourselves, 
will become his slaves. Then you 
will complain, but the Lord will 
not answer you. (I Sam 8:11-18)
But, of course, the people refused 

to listen. And so, the Lord granted their 
request and the warnings came to pass.

Is there any hope remaining? Hope 
saved eight people on an ark while the 
rest of the world died. The same hope 

is available today. Simply live as if the 
end of the world was to be tomorrow 
and your only desire was to please 
God. Make all of your decisions based 
on this premise and you will have all 
the hope you need.

And for those who still think Hell 
is a fantasy, global warming should 
excite you. It’s a chance to get used 
to the heat.

Here’s a test: U.S.S.R. stands for: 
a) Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
b) United States Socialist Republic,     
c) Union of Satan’s Socialist Republic.     

For which did you vote? 

  
   
   
 . . . and  
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Where Does Medjugorje Stand Today?

Continued on next page

Continued from Page 1—Ronald Reagan

That is also the beauty 
of freedom. As Wojtyła noted, the 

Creator has given man freedom not so 
that he will commit evil but so he will 
do good: “Freedom has been given to 
man in order to love, to love true good.”

This was the view of freedom that 
Pope John Paul II would underscore 
again and again. The concept would be 
central to some of John Paul’s greatest 
encyclicals, including Veritatis Splen-
dor (The Splendor of Truth) and Fides 
et Ratio (Faith and Reason).

Expressing an idea that Ronald 
Reagan often communicated, Wojtyła 
said that there is a universal aspira-
tion for freedom:

“The hunger for freedom pass-
es through the heart of every 
man…The hunger for freedom 
passes also through the history 
of the human race, through the 
history of nations and peoples. It 
reveals their spiritual maturity 

and at the same time tests it.”
Americans had gained that free-

dom, said Wojtyła, whereas Poles had 
lost theirs. It was time for freedom to 
reassert itself. Now Poland needed 
help for its own independence — from 
the clutches of godless communism.

Would an American leader step 
forward to assist in that cause?

God and Reagan in Kansas City
As Karol Wojtyła toured America, 

his future partner in the crusade 
against communism was crisscrossing 
the country as well. Ronald Reagan 
was campaigning for the Republican 
presidential nomination in 1976. In 
that endeavor, Reagan boldly chal-
lenged the sitting Republican presi-
dent. It was an audacious move, but 
Reagan felt he had no choice. Gerald 
Ford’s presidency had been disap-
pointing in many ways, not least in his 
embrace of détente1 [which prompted 
Ford to snub the Soviet dissident, 
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, when the 
latter was in D.C.].

For Reagan, Ford’s humiliation of 

Solzhenitsyn was one of the last straws. 
He was so rankled that he decided to 
challenge Ford. Like Karol Wojtyła, 
Reagan wanted America to take the 
lead in the fight for freedom. If only 
Americans would seize that role with 
the right leadership, they could win the 
Cold War, and the Soviets could lose.

Reagan wanted to provide that 
leadership. And so he went to the 
Republican National Convention in 
Kansas City with an unlikely upset 
victory in mind. How close did he come 
to pulling it off?

Extremely.

The Letter to the Future
At the last minute, a number of 

key states at the convention moved 
into Reagan’s column and nearly al-
lowed the former governor to overtake 
Ford. In the dramatic showdown at 
Kansas City’s Kemper Arena on Au-
gust 19, Reagan missed the nomina-
tion by a little over a hundred votes. 
He grabbed 47.4 percent of delegates 
in a 1,187–1,070 contest.

Are you concerned about the Catholic 
Church’s position on the Medjugorje 
apparitions and whether to go there on 
pilgrimage? Here are some quick facts 
on the current status.

Concerning the apparitions, the 
members of the Ruini Commission 

formed in 2010 by then-Pope Bene-
dict XVI to investigate Medjugorje, 
agreed that the first seven appari-
tions were genuine. Those com-

ing after July 4, 1981, some 
members found doubtful. 
Since the apparitions are 
ongoing, a final judgment 

has not been rendered.
The Commission also 

recommended allowing di-
ocesan and parish pilgrim-

ages to the site and asked that 
the pope designate St. James 

Church a pontifical shrine with Vatican oversight. 
In February 2017, Pope Francis sent Monsignor Hen-

ryk Hoser, archbishop emeritus of Warsaw-Prague, as his 
papal envoy to ascertain the needs of the pilgrims and the 
parish at Medjugorje. Monsignor was very impressed by 
the spirituality of the people, especially how many were 
going to confession.

Then, on December 7, 2017, Monsignor announced that 
pilgrimages organized by dioceses and other institutions 
were now permitted, as long as they were for a spiritual 
purpose and not specifically to attend the apparitions. Until 
then, bishops were advised against allowing pilgrimages 
led by their priests and religious. 

On May 31, 2018, Msgr. Hoser was appointed as a 
special Apostolic Visitor to the parish of Medjugorje for 
an indefinite period and will assist the diocese and local 
authorities in the spiritual and physical care of the pil-
grims and parishioners. He will not, however, be part of 
the investigation into the visionaries or the apparitions. 

Since the official diocesan pilgrimages are not to attend 
the apparitions or meet with the seers, there is concern 
that being in contact with the visionaries at all will be 
denied to priests and pilgrims. This has not been officially 
declared yet. The Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith recommended that pilgrims avoid the visionaries 
and, thereby, any “fanaticism”1 which might be stirred 
up. They also recommended against Medjugorje being 
recognized as a shrine but simply as a place of faith, 
prayer, and devotion. 

Pope Francis will have to make the final decision on 
what happens at Medjugorje but, since the spiritual fruits 
are undeniable and he considered the Ruini Commission 
report to be “very, very good,” there is reason to hope for 
a favorable outcome. 

Statue of Our Lady of 
Medjugorje in front of 

St. James Church

1www.themedjugorjewitness.org/official-pilgrimages
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Continued from Page 10 — Ronald Reagan

Ford let out a huge sigh of relief.
Once the final ballots were in, a gracious Ford waved to 

Reagan and Nancy in their box in the arena [and] invited 
them to the main stage. A reluctant Reagan relented, tell-
ing Nancy as they were whisked through backstage cor-
ridors, “I haven’t the foggiest idea what I’m going to say.”

Well, Reagan figured out what to say. He proceeded to 
give, extemporaneously, one of the finest, most memorable 
speeches of his life.

“If I could just take a moment,” Reagan began. Then 
dove in with gusto:

“I had an assignment the other day. Someone asked 
me to write a letter 
for a time capsule 
that is going to be 
opened in Los An-
geles a hundred 
years from now, on 
our tercentennial...
They suggested I 
write something 
about the problems 
and issues of the 
day…And then, as 
I tried to write…”

H e r e  R e a g a n 
paused, asking his 
audience to turn their 
minds to the same task: what would each of them write “for 
people a hundred years from now who know all about us? We 
know nothing about them. We don’t know what kind of a 
world they’ll be living in.”

Reagan then gave his response to the assignment, 
which related to nuclear war and a civilized world:

“We live in a world in which the great powers have 
poised and aimed at each other horrible missiles of 
destruction, that can, in a matter of minutes, arrive 
in each other’s country and destroy virtually the 
civilized world we live in. And suddenly it dawned 
on me. Those who would read this letter a hundred 
years from now will know whether those missiles 
were fired. They will know whether we met our chal-
lenge. Whether they have the freedoms that we have 
known up until now will depend on what we do here.”

Reagan pondered:

“Will they look back with appreciation and say, 
‘Thank God for those people in 1976 who headed off 
that loss of freedom, who kept our world from nuclear 
destruction?’…This is our challenge.”

“There’s a Reason for This”
Everyone in the room was locked in, completely silent. 

“The power of the speech was extraordinary,” said Edmund 
Morris. “And you could just feel throughout the auditorium 
the palpable sense among the delegates that [they had] 

nominated the wrong guy.”
They had indeed. Gerald Ford, their nominee, went on 

to lose the presidency to Jimmy Carter.
The conventional wisdom was that four years later, in 

1980, Reagan would be too old for the presidency. Going 
down in ’76, he was down for good.

The loss was traumatic for everyone, except Ronald 
Reagan. His daughter, Maureen, cried for days. She later 
recalled that each time her father saw her he would ask, 
“Are you still crying?” Finally, Reagan pulled his daughter 
aside and shared his calming “God-has-a-plan” theology. 
“There’s a reason for this,” he told Maureen. “Everything 
happens for a reason…If you just keep doing what you’re 
doing, the path is going to open up.”

For Ronald Reagan, as for 
Karol Wojtyła, there was a reason: 
a shared sense that God had a plan 
for him in the world and the course 
of history.

It was a course that, within 
just a few short years, was about 
to change dramatically. The world 
would face a new president in the 
White House and a new pope at 
the Vatican.

1 Détente — the attempt during the Cold 
War (1945-1991) to relax tensions between 
the Soviet Union and the United States in 

A bronze statue of President Reagan and Pope John 
Paul II created from the above photo by former Associ-

ated Press photographer, Scott Stewart. The statue is in 
Reagan Park in Gdansk, Poland and commemorates the 
deep friendship between the two men who helped bring 

freedom to Poland from Soviet communism. 

   Dr. Paul Kengor is professor of political science and executive 
director of The Center for Vision & Values at Grove City College. 
He has been a  speaker several times at the Gospa Missions Con-
ferences. His recent book, A Pope and a President: John Paul II, 
Ronald Reagan, and the Extraordinary Untold Story of the 20th 
Century, is available at our store in Evans City, PA. 
   This article is from July 2017 and is reprinted here in an edited  
version with the permission of the author. 
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10 Steps of Spiritual Stewardship
An excerpt from Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan’s 

book, Called to Be Holy:

1. Daily Prayer
Patient, persevering, persistent prayer, 

every day, is number one. Here I am not 
speaking of the Mass — such as the Eucharist 
— but of silent, personal, private prayer, a daily 
period of quiet communion with the Lord, conscious 
of His presence, accepting of His love, and returning it with 
praise, petition, and thanksgiving.

2. Daily Mass
From this daily Eucharistic meal will come, for all who 

celebrate the Eucharist as the essential moment in their 
day, a reverential awe for the Real Presence of Christ in 
the Blessed Sacrament, and a desire to spend time before 
Him there in visits and prayer.

3. Daily Fidelity to the Liturgy of the Hours
This ancient prayer of the Church is mostly associated 

with those in Holy Orders. It is also intended to be the 
prayer of the laity, who “are encouraged to recite the divine 
office, either with the priests, or among themselves, or even 
individually” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1175).

4. Daily Spiritual Reading
Lectio divina, daily reverent meditation upon Sacred 

Scripture, is first and foremost, of course, but I also speak of 
daily spiritual reading of the enduring books of our Catholic 
tradition, as well as interest in the burgeoning contempo-
rary literature on the interior life. Nor should we forget 
attention to the documents of the magisterium, the words 
of our Holy Father, the documents of the Apostolic See, the 
messages and pastorals of our own bishops, all vehicles of 
the Holy Spirit for fostering our growth in sanctity.
5. Spiritual Direction

An honest, trusting, fruitful, consistent relationship 
with a spiritual director is, in some ways, the linchpin of 
all the rest, for this is where integration and interioriza-
tion begin to take place. The danger we all face is a life of 
formalism, where we passively do things just to get by, not 
allowing the values of formation to sink in and become part 
of us. Spiritual direction can promote this interiorization, 
this integration.
6. The Sacrament of Penance

Regular reliance upon the mercy of God abundant in 
the Sacrament of Penance should be a priority in our lives. 

While how often you approach this sacrament is a 
good topic to discuss with your spiritual direc-
tor, at least once a month seems a solid tradition 

of the Church. That you approach confession 
regularly is a hallmark of sound spiritual 

stewardship. And, a practical help to make 
our regular confessions more fruitful, would 

be a daily examination of conscience, praising God 
for our growth, asking for healing of the faults we admit.
7. Growing in Virtue

A tireless effort for growth in virtue and turning away 
from sin should be the pattern of our daily lives. Obedient 
to the constant refrain of the Gospels, we are always in 
the process of conversion, repentance, dying to sin, self, 
and Satan, rising to new life in Christ. This is the “pas-
chal mystery.” In practice, this means growth in virtue 
and struggle with sin. Development in particular virtues 
is most appropriate: faith, hope, charity, simplicity of life, 
chastity, obedience and integrity.
8. Devotion to the Blessed Mother and the Saints

Our devotion to them is a sustaining dependence upon 
the “Communion of Saints,” an awareness that we are 
members of a supernatural family not confined to the here 
and now, that we have the saints as examples and help-
ers, pre-eminently, especially our Blessed Mother. Thus, 
a wholesome devotion to her would be an essential part of 
our spiritual regimen.
9. Holistic Formation, Allowing Spirituality to 
    Permeate Our Lives

The spiritual life is not a tidy, isolated compartment 
of our existence! No, as Pope St. John Paul II said, “Spiri-
tual formation is the core which unifies and gives life to 
our entire being.” Thus, every element of our lives is part 
of the spiritual arena, and growth in holiness will entail 
wholehearted immersion in a spiritual regimen.
10. The Final Component: Keeping Ever in View 
      the Call to Holiness

Our goal is nothing less than a reordering of life 
through the sacraments, which will configure us in an 
irrevocable, radical way to Christ. That we may be good, 
holy, happy, healthy, learned, zealous, selfless, committed 
faithful is the goal of our spiritual growth.

May the Holy Spirit, Giver of All Good Gifts, enable us 
to grow ever more into the image of Christ to the glory of 
God the Father! Amen.
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