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Divine Mercy and Divine Justice
by Kaitlyn Clare Mason

Which Door Will You Choose?
It is tempting to think of God 

like a Divine Santa Claus. He 
watches us, knows when we are 
sleeping and when we are awake, 
makes a list, checks it twice, and 
doles out graces or lumps of coal 
according to our behavior. In this 
misrepresentation, Mary acts as 
head elf distributing gifts, the 
angels are like reindeer flying 
out to help dump gifts down 
chimneys, and the heavenly 
court of saints watches from on 
high like citizens of the North 
Pole, noting behaviors for next 
year’s master list. But, this isn’t 
really how God works. God isn’t 
just sitting up there checking 
some list, handing out mercy or 
justice like ribbon-wrapped gifts 
or lumps of coal.  

God knows our hearts inti-
mately. He created us to fulfill 
His beautiful purposes. He is not 
a creepy Big Brother in the sky, 
but rather Love and Mercy. Je-
sus is Love and Mercy incarnate, 
Love and Mercy made flesh. And 
His perfect mercy requires perfect justice. 

Salvific Suffering
There is no Divine Sleigh. Instead, God distributes 

graces to humanity like a beautiful, cascading waterfall 
through our Mother Mary. We can aid this flowing of 
graces into our lives by striving to be properly disposed to 
receive them. This means at least remaining open to God, 
and preferably we should be seeking the Sacrament of 
Confession regularly, making proper penance for our sins. 

God knows what is best for us, and He knows what 
penances and difficulties we are each personally capable 
of handling in life in cooperation with His support and 
love. If we knew how much efficacy our properly disposed 
suffering in this life could merit for the salvation of souls, 
we would be a lot more willing to tack on extra penances. 

And yet, God is determined 
to do all He can to keep graces 
flowing as much as possible. He 
chooses to use our participation so 
we may one day share in His glory! 
But we are reluctant to suffer, 
aren’t we? Let us not be afraid. 
We were specifically created 
and chosen for this time, for 
this place in history. We see 
our brothers and sisters falling 
into sin and error all around us, 
and now is the time to work with 
Christ for our own salvation and 
for the salvation of all sinners. 

Why now? Because time is 
running out. There’s only so much 
more time left to do penance for 
sinners. Earth won’t keep going 
on like this forever. We’ve known 
since the Fall of man that we’re 
on a sinking ship on this planet. 
How much longer will it stay 
afloat? We can’t know for sure. 
But we are living now in the great 
time of mercy before Jesus’ Final 
Coming. Jesus specifically told 

Saint Faustina, “Tell souls about 
this great mercy of Mine, because the awful day, the day 
of My justice, is near.” (Diary, 965).* That was back in the 
1930s. How much nearer are we to that day now in the 
2020s? We must stay vigilant!

Savior or Judge?
Jesus told Saint Faustina, “Before I come as a just 

Judge, I first open wide the door of My mercy. He who 
refuses to pass through the door of My mercy must 
pass through the door of My justice…” (Diary, 1146).* 
Which door is your preference? And keep in mind, we’re 
not talking about ribbons or coal, we’re talking about the 
glory and riches of an incredible dwelling place in Heaven, 
or the fiery pits of hell. This should not be a difficult choice. 

So, when exactly is Jesus coming back? Will it be in 

Ladder of Divine Ascent by Maria Miteva
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by Thomas Rutkoski

Continued on Page 3 - Editorial

Is there a Hell? What does the 
word even mean? My computer lists 
synonyms for the word that help us to 
understand more clearly what we are 
talking about. Listed there are: torture, 
misery, torment, agony, anguish and a 
nightmare. If we look at the Thesaurus 
for synonyms for any one of these terms, 
say agony, we find a further explanation 
of the meaning such as: woe, pain and suf-
fering. Webster’s Dictionary explains it 
as a place of punishment after death.

The Catholic Encyclopedia states 
that Hell is a place and state of everlasting punishment prepared for Satan and the 
rebellious angels, a place to which the souls and bodies of those who die with grave 
and unrepented sins will be consigned after the Last Judgment. The nature of this 
supernatural suffering is not known; however, theologians declare that it consists 
of two facts: first, the pain of loss in being deprived of the sight and love of God, and 
second, the actual physical suffering that will result from an outside agent, notably 
fire, which will be supernatural in character and non-consuming.

“And the king will say to them in reply, ‘Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for 
one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.’ Then he will say to those on his 
left, ‘Depart from me, you accursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels. For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no 
drink, a stranger and you gave me no welcome, naked and you gave me no clothing, 
ill and in prison, and you did not care for me.’ Then they will answer and say, ‘Lord, 
when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or ill or in prison, and 
not minister to your needs?’ He will answer them, ‘Amen, I say to you, what you did not 
do for one of these least ones, you did not do for me.’ And these will go off to eternal 
punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” Mat 25:40-46

“I tell you, unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, 
you will not enter into the kingdom of heaven. You have heard that it was said to 
your ancestors, ‘You shall not kill; and whoever kills will be liable to judgment.’ But 
I say to you, whoever is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment, and who-

Hello, friends of Gospa Missions, 

Did you look down to see what the title of Tom’s editorial is this time?  
I know that when I saw it, I was kind of stunned that he would use that phrase. 

But the more I read his piece, the more I understood that it was a perfect title for 
this July 2001 editorial (twenty years ago!)  

Why? Because I think it immediately captured the attention of those of you 
planning to read the editorial. And as you begin to read the piece, the definition of 
Hell becomes more real and dangerous to all of us. Jesus lays down the rules very 
strongly. He gives us so many examples that would get us into Hell. But being Jesus, 
He comes back right away with hope, not despair.  

Too many Christians or lukewarm Catholics today take God’s mercy and their 
journey to heaven for granted. Tom is trying here to make them understand that 
going to heaven is not a foregone conclusion. Heaven is the greatest gift that must 
be deserved. Read along and see what Tom means. He wants to help you find your 
path to heaven.  

Thank you all for your faithful support of Gospa Missions. I’ve said it before and 
I will say it again: You are the reason we exist.  

Here’s Tom: 
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ever says to his brother, ‘Raqa,’ will be answerable to the 
Sanhedrin, and whoever says, ‘You fool,’ will be liable to 
fiery Gehenna.” Mat 5:20-22

“And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off 
and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one of your 
members than to have your whole body go into Gehenna.” 
Mat 5:29-30

“I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill 
the body but after that can do no more. I shall show you 
whom to fear. Be afraid of the One who, after killing, has 
the power to cast into Gehenna; yes, I tell you, be afraid 
of that One. Are not five sparrows sold for two small coins? 
Yet not one of them has escaped the notice of God. Even the 
hairs of your head have all been counted. Do not be afraid. 
You are worth more than many sparrows. I tell you, everyone 
who acknowledges Me before others, the Son of Man will 
acknowledge before the angels of God. But whoever denies 
Me before others will be denied before the angels of God. 
Everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will 
be forgiven, but the one who blasphemes against the Holy 
Spirit will not be forgiven.” Luke 12:4-10

“The tongue is also a fire. It exists among our members 
as a world of malice, defiling the whole body and setting 
the entire course of our lives on fire, itself set on fire by 
Gehenna.” James 3:6

Gehenna is derived from the Greek Ge-Hinnom, near 
Jerusalem, where refuse was burned in Biblical times. It 
is the word Jesus used in His discourses. It is mentioned 
in all the Gospels, always associated with fire. From this it 
is deduced that Gehenna refers to the place of final punish-
ment. Hell, a place of torment.

The Judeo-Christian explanation of Hell, although an 
Old English term, comes from the Latin word infernus, 
which means lower parts.

Continued from Page 2 - Editorial

I know I went a bit overboard on hunting out scriptures 
that deal with Hell, but there are many more. In fact, there 
are whole books written about Hell. It is an unchangeable 
teaching of the Catholic Church and God. This teaching is 
an urgent call to conversion: 

“Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the 
way is easy that leads to destruction, and those who enter 
by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the way is hard 
that leads to life, and those who find it are few” Mat 7:13-14. 

In other words, there is a Hell and many people are 
going there.

Yet, it is said by some that God is too merciful to ever 
send anyone to Hell. I believe that to be true, but I also be-
lieve that many people will go to Hell by their own choosing.

For us to even entertain the idea that everyone is 
in heaven regardless of the lives they lived...doesn’t 
that make our attempts to gain salvation in the tra-
ditional way kind of pitiful and pointless?

I have been rejected as a speaker at a Catholic church 
in Pottstown, PA, because I believe that there is a purga-
tory; so it is not hard to see how this new teaching of the 
nonexistence of Hell, of universal salvation, can take hold. 
That is this day and age, is it not? No Hell. No Purgatory. 
No sin. Maybe there is no God.

That is how I see it. How about you?

 Thomas Rutkoski

...and Mary
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A Servant’s Heart: Experiencing God’s Mercy      
This month’s newsletter is all about mercy and justice. 

When I came back to the Catholic Church 22 years ago, I 
experienced God‘s mercy in a most profound way, through 
the Sacrament of Confession (also known as Reconcilia-
tion). As I started on my journey researching the Christian 
faith, I realized that the Catholic Church is the true church 
w h i c h  J e s u s 
Christ founded 
over 2000 years 
ago. Jesus said 
on Easter Sun-
day, “Receive the 
Holy Spirit. For 
those whose sins 
you forgive, they 
are forgiven; for 
those whose sins 
you retain, they 
are retained” (Jn 
20:22-23). With 
this realization, I saw the ultimate sacrifice that He offered 
as true mercy for the poor souls here on earth. Because 
mercy, as I’ve come to know, is God’s complete love for all 
of us. His ultimate sacrifice on the cross was given out of 
love for us. But He left us a physical sign—His presence 
in the Most Blessed Sacrament of the altar.

Once I learned and understood that Jesus is truly pres-
ent—Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity—in the Eucharist, I 
had a yearning to receive Him. But, I also knew that, unless 
I was reconciled and forgiven for the sins I had committed 
against Him over the years, I could not receive Him. 

I remembered a little place called Our Lady’s Center in 
Ellicott City, Maryland, where they had Confession right 
before Mass. I entered the confessional, behind a screen 
(thank goodness!) and I started with the words I was taught 
when I was very, very young: “Bless me, Father, for I have 
sinned. It has been 17 years since my last confession.” 

The poor little priest said, “You do realize, son, we have 
five minutes before Mass?”

I responded, “Yes, Father, I know, but I really want 
to receive my Lord in Communion.” He said, “OK, let’s go 
through the Ten Commandments. Have you broken the 
First Commandment: Thou shalt not have any other gods 
before Me? Second: Thou shalt not take the Name of the 
Lord your God in vain. Third: Remember to keep holy the 
Sabbath. Fourth: Honor your father and mother. Fifth: 
Thou shalt not kill. Sixth: Thou shalt not commit adultery. 
Seventh: Thou shalt not steal. Eighth: Thou shalt not bear 
false witness. Ninth: Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s 
wife. Tenth: Thou shalt not covet thy neighbors’ goods.” 

As he went through each commandment, he gave ex-
amples that really hit home. This was very quick, of course, 
because we only had five minutes before Mass. Sad to say, 
I had to answer honestly and truthfully with a yes to each 
question, since I’d done each and every one of those things. 

He gave me absolution and told me, as I remember, specific 
sins to bring back later to our Lord in confession. Through 
God‘s mercy in the sacraments, I was forgiven. It was the 
most exhilarating and freeing feeling, walking out 
of that box, knowing that all my sins against the 
Lord had been forgiven. Incidentally, the priest was 

five minutes late 
starting Mass 
because of me. 

As I learn 
more about the 
Faith, I realize 
that, just be-
cause I’ve been 
forgiven, doesn’t 
mean  tha t  I 
don’t have to 
pay for my sins. 
Yes, I know our 
Lord did die on 

the Cross, and that He suffered for us and rose again. But 
Scripture tells us that only the pure of heart will enter the 
kingdom of heaven. Even though I continue to sin and to 
seek forgiveness, I still need to be cleansed of the stain 
from that sin. 

The second time I witnessed God’s mercy was again 
in the Sacrament of Confession. As I started growing in my 
faith, I realized that I had not really confessed everything 
and memories started coming to me. One of the things I 
decided to do was to make reparation for those sins I had 
committed by reaching out to those whom I had hurt over 
the years. Some people thought I was crazy, some people 
thanked me, but, ultimately, it was the beginning of com-
plete freedom.

The third time that I felt God‘s mercy and love was 
when I read about doing a General Confession. This is 
where you go back through and name each and every sin 
that you have committed over the time that you were away 
from the Church. I thought I could walk in, go to my priest 
and say, “I’d like to do a General Confession” and just do it, 
but that’s not how it worked. I went to our priest and said, 
“Father, I’d like to do a General Confession. Would you hear 
it for me?” He agreed and gave me four pages of questions 
on the Ten Commandments. Under each commandment 
was a list of questions I needed to answer before we sat 
down for the General Confession. I quickly glanced over it 
and said, “OK, I’ll give you a call in a day or so.”

He laughed and said, “Oh, no, I want you to sit in front 
of the Blessed Sacrament in adoration and pray about each 
question and write down the answer that comes to you.” It 
was probably a month, maybe two, of going to adoration, 
asking these questions and asking the Lord to shed His 
mercy and love upon me so I could see what I’d done to 
offend Him. Boy, did He! I was writing these down in a 

Continued on Page 8 — Experiencing Mercy

—Chris Reynolds



Fall 2021 5www.gospa.org

INDIA: Moving Forward from Covid

Above: The refurbished  
sanctuary statues Beautiful once more

This past July 20-21, Fr. Showreddy Allam visited us at our AFC/Gospa Missions Headquarters in Evans City, 
PA. (See photo below right.) Due to Covid restrictions, he had not been able to come for nearly two years.  

Father personally delivered his report for 2019-2021 to Chris Reynolds, Mary Rutkoski and Shalini Dominic-Savio. 
Our AFC board members also received copies, although, due to scheduling conflicts, they were unable to meet in person. 

We were happy to learn that all the tenth-grade students were able to pass to the next level, based on their previ-
ous exams. All the graduates, including the girls, will be attending junior college (grades 11-12) except one boy who 
is entering seminary. 

Mary Rose Buds School re-opened on August 16. All the new tenth-graders returned and many from the other 
grades, as well. Sadly, because of Covid, some families were left without resources to get even a little to eat; conse-
quently, the children and their parents have been forced to find work wherever they can and so are no longer within 
commuting distance of the school.  

Assistance from the diocese has been scant since they have had so much in medical bills to pay. India has lost over 
200 priests and 300 sisters to Covid. 

Thanks to the support of our sponsors, Fr. Allam was able to provide necessities to those families nearby. You also 
made it possible to continue to pay the sisters and caretakers.  

During this time, the roof of the parish church built for the children began to leak and resulted in some damage to 
Our Lady of All Graces. Fr. Allam had to arrange for emergency repairs. He hired workmen to put a new coat of cement 
on the roof to stop the leaks and replace the damaged wiring. The statues that were affected were refurbished also. In 
addition, it was necessary to paint the outside of the church, which had sustained water- and weather-related damage. 

If you would like to help replenish our Emergency Fund for times such as this, we would be very grateful. Please 
make the check out to Abode for Children and write Emergency Fund on the memo line.   

Before he left Evans City, Father gathered all the letters and gifts sponsors have sent for their children and will 
make certain they get to their intended recipients in India. 

Thank you for all your kindness and generosity in helping these poor children attain happier, healthier lives! 

Left and Above: The labor intensive way 
of mixing cement in rural India and 

spreading it on the roof, bowl by bowl.
Below Left: The partially finished 

roof repair. 

Above: Fr. Allam’s visit. L-R: Will, 
Shalini, Dawn, Isaac & Father

—Shalini Dominic-Savio & Dawn Sanders
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Join us for

Our Lady’s Power Hour
with reflections by

His Excellency, Bishop Joseph Strickland
We will be praying for our families, our Church and our country

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS at 9pm EST

To join, sign up at www.gospa.org 
and click on the banner at the top of the pageu t

Continued from Page 1 — Mercy and Justice

1,000 years? Maybe. Will it be next 
week? Maybe. But it shouldn’t matter. 
If the knowledge that Jesus was com-
ing back tomorrow changed anything 
about how we are living today, then 
there’s probably something wrong 
with how we’re living today. We can go 
ahead and make any needed changes 
now, while there’s still time. 

Spiritual Weapons
Mary spoke to Saint Faustina 

about the coming day of justice, say-
ing, “Oh, how terrible is that day! De-
termined is the day of justice, the day 
of divine wrath. The angels tremble 
before it. Speak to souls about this 
great mercy while it is still the time 
for granting mercy.” (Diary, 635, em-
phasis added)* Are we doing all we 
can to help? 

Are we praying the rosary every 
day? Are we regularly receiving the 
sacraments God gives us through 
His one, holy, Catholic, and apostolic 
Church? Are we tacking on extra pen-
ances where we can for the salvation 
of souls, modeling saints like little 
Jacinta Marto and Therese of Lisieux 
in their persistence with this task? Are 
we doing our duties well according to 
our state in life? 

How often are we wasting away 
moments of this precious time of mercy 
checking our phones for notifications? 
How often are we wasting moments 
of mercy harboring bitterness in our 
hearts, watching television shows, 
browsing through internet tabs, or 
searching for the answers on Google? 

What other things unmeritoriously sap 
our precious drops of time and energy? 

When there is a war going on, it 
is the least we can do to pick up our 
cross and pray for those who need it 
most. There is indeed a great battle for 
souls raging at this very moment. And 
satan knows God has given Catholics 
extremely powerful weapons in our 
spiritual arsenal. This is a big reason 
why he doesn’t want people becoming 
Catholic! As Catholics in God’s army, 
we need to use all the weapons at our 
disposal, especially the extremely ef-
ficacious weapon of the rosary. Servant 
of God Sister Lucia of Fatima tells us, 

“The Most Holy Virgin, in these 
last times in which we live, has 
given a new efficacy to the recita-
tion of the Rosary to such an ex-
tent that there is no problem, no 
matter how difficult it is, whether 
temporal or above all spiritual, 
in the personal life of each one of 
us, of our families… that cannot 
be solved by the Rosary. There is 
no problem, I tell you, no matter 
how difficult it is, that we cannot 
resolve by the prayer of the Holy 
Rosary.”**

We should welcome plenty of pen-
ances, too. Remember, we don’t always 
even have to go looking for them. Our 
duties in life contain them by their 
very nature! Consider these words of 
Sister Lucia of Fatima, 

“Putting up with any sacrifices 
that are asked of us in our day-
to-day lives becomes a slow mar-

tyrdom which purifies us and 
raises us up to the level of the 
supernatural, through the en-
counter of our soul with God, in 
the atmosphere of the presence of 
the Most Holy Trinity within us. 
We have here an incomparable 
spiritual richness!”** 

Are we offering to God our surren-
der to the sacrifices of our daily grind? 

And finally, in this great quest to 
lead all souls through the door of God’s 
mercy, we should run to Mary, Mother 
of Mercy. The white scapular of Our 
Lady of Ransom is a particularly 
beautiful and fitting devotion for our 
present time, used for the ransoming 
and redeeming of souls held captive 
to the devil’s persuasions. This is a 
potent, church-approved devotion that 
is certainly worthy of exploring. 

As we approach the great doors of 
mercy or justice, let us pray together, 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on 
us! Mary, Mother of Mercy, pray for us! 

*Diary of St. Maria Faustina Kowalska,: 
Divine Mercy in My Soul. Marian Press.

** https://aleteia.org/2017/02/16/7-
powerful-quotes-from-fatima-visionary-sister-

lucia/

Kaitlyn Clare Mason
Author, Speaker & Founder 
of Mary Garden Showers
Contributing Author to 
Our Friend Faustina, 
Marian Press

New Book Coming 
Fall 2022 from TAN Books
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St. Faustina is known to many as the 
saint who brough forth Jesus’ message 
of Divine Mercy. She opened a wealth of 
knowledge to the Church and the world 
about how deeply Jesus loves us and wants 
us to join Him in His Heavenly Home. She 
was undeniably a devout child, which was 
noticed early on by her family. This piety 
ultimately led her to becoming a religious 
and giving her whole life to God.  

Helen (her baptized 
name) was the third child 
of Stanislaus and Marianna 
Kowalska. Both her parents 
were devout. Her father be-
gan his day singing hymns 
and psalms before he began 
work on the family farm. He 
also worked as a carpenter, 
so the whole family helped 
with the chores on the farm. 
The Kowalskas celebrated 
the liturgical year and truly 
made their home a domestic 
church. Helen loved to pray, 
even at a young age, and her 
mother would find her awake 
in the middle of the night 
praying. She felt most safe 
in church, feeling Jesus’ pres-
ence around her. She made 
her First Holy Communion at 
age nine and felt profoundly 
Jesus within her. 

The Kowalskas were not materially rich, and so, Helen 
went into service for other families to help her family. She 
felt drawn to enter a religious order but her parents did 
not give their permission. She was obedient to their wishes 
and continued to work. Her good nature and loving soul 
made her a favorite of the children for whom she cared. 
She continued pursuing her spiritual life and even found a 
family to work for who allowed her to go to daily Mass and 
have times for prayer throughout the day. All the while, 
Helen still felt the calling to be a religious. 

Finally, she had a vision of the wounded Jesus asking 
her, “How long will you keep putting me off?” (Diary, 9) 
She could no longer wait. She went to Warsaw to find a 
convent. Many would not accept her because of her lack 
of education but she persevered. She met with the Mother 
Superior of the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy, who accepted 
her on the condition she come up with the required dowry. 
Helen developed a plan with her employer and finally saved 
up enough for the dowry. She then entered the convent.

However, it was not all she had imagined. She worked 
in the kitchen and was not able to visit Jesus in the chapel 
whenever she chose. She was despairing, and was con-
sidering leaving that order, when Jesus appeared to her 

telling her to stay, that this was where He 
wanted her to be (Diary, 19). She received the habit and 
became known as Sr. Maria Faustina. Jesus let her un-
derstand that she would have to suffer, but she accepted 
it happily, because she knew how much He had suffered 
for all people. 

On April 30, 1928, her parents came to the profession 
of her first vows. Upon seeing her and the light emanating 
from within, they knew this was what was right for her. 
They finally gave her their blessing, something Sr. Faus-
tina had long awaited. Her bright happiness was infectious 
to the other sisters and the wayward girls to whom the 
convent tended. 

On February 22, 1931, Jesus appeared to her in her 
cell, in the form known today as the Divine Mercy. He in-
structed her to create a painting of the image that appeared 
before her, spread devotion to the image, and begin a yearly 
Feast of Divine Mercy, which was to be the first Sunday 
after Easter. Jesus informed her that all who venerated 
this image would be saved from eternal damnation and 
earthly temptations (Diary, 47-49). 

The first priest she told thought it was all metaphori-
cal (figurative), but Jesus spoke to her while she prayed 
in front of the Blessed Sacrament, assuring her she had 
understood him correctly. She went to Mother Superior, 
who eventually provided her with paints and supplies to 
create the image. Unfortunately, Sr. Faustina was not 
artistically gifted. After she made her perpetual vows, 
Mother decided it was time to continue the work. Mother 
brought in Fr. Michal Sopocko to hear Sr. Faustina’s vision 
in her own words. Convinced she was of sound mind, he 
commissioned an artist, Eugene Kazimirowski, to paint 
the image. He completed it in June 1934.

As seen in many lives of the saints, Sr. Faustina had to 
be patient and suffer while fulfilling Jesus’ mission for her. 
She accepted all suffering, knowing she was doing what 
the Lord had asked of her. Jesus told her, “My child, life on 
earth is a struggle indeed; a great struggle for My kingdom. 
But fear not, because you are not alone. I am always sup-
porting you, so lean on Me as you struggle, fearing nothing” 
(Diary 1488). She was blessed throughout her life with vi-
sions of Jesus and the Blessed Mother, interior locutions 
and other spiritual gifts. After succumbing to tuberculosis, 
Sr. Faustina died at the age of 33 on October 5, 1938. 

—Cecelia Reynolds
Sources: 

Diary of Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska: Divine Mercy in My Soul. 
1931, Stockbridge, MA

Divinemercy.org/message/st.faustina/graces; 
Mohan, Claire Jordan, The Young Life of Saint Maria Faustina. 2000, 

Stockbridge, MA 

The Saint 
of 

Divine 
Mercy
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Set of 4 Books by Thomas Rutkoski, Founder of Gospa Missions
Despite his dyslexia and other issues, God used Tom Rutkoski in a 
powerful way. He never imagined he would or could write a book, 
much less four. Read Apostles of the Last Days and marvel at the 
lengths God will go to win a soul. Witness amazing things in Miracles 
and continue discovering the path to sanctity in Great Divide and 
the Scriptural Rosary. Are you ready?

001-0007 Set of Four Books $30.00

That’s a 45% discount! 
You save $24.95 off the individual prices!

Amazing Grace Books and Gifts  Gospa Missions
We’re excited to be the go-to store for your inspirational and sacramental needs!

Please check out our great website, www.gospa.org, 
and find those perfect gifts for an upcoming Wedding or other sacramental event.

And don’t forget our wonderful selection of books, like the ones below.

Order online or call us at 724-538-3171!

Let’s Get Together More! 
As many of you know, Gospa Missions is online. 

You may have already gone to our website to join Our 
Lady’s Power Hour, make a donation or do some shop-
ping for great Catholic products. Maybe you checked 
out the links at the bottom of the page to learn a little bit 
more about the work of Gospa Missions and our affiliate, 
Abode for Children. You may even have left your prayer 
requests, which we faithfully remember daily when we 
pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet at 3pm. For all this, we 
are deeply thankful. 

But did you know there is more than www.gospa.
org? We invite you to also check out our Facebook page 
and see the latest posts, as well as go to our YouTube 
channel and watch great video commentaries from Chris. 

See you there!

@gospa.missions
LIKE US!

notebook—which I didn’t like carrying around—but I did. 
As I carried it around over that month or two, my back 
started going out again and I was all hunched over. As I 
was finishing, I could barely walk and could not stand up-
right. I called Father and told him I was finished and asked 
when we could meet. A day or so later, as I walked into 
the rectory, I was all hunched over and not able to stand 
up straight. Because it hurt so much, I asked, “Father, do 
you mind if I just kneel on the floor?” 

He said, “No, not at all.” As I started with “Bless me, 
Father, for I have sinned,” I was in tears, pouring out my 
heart. I could feel God‘s love flowing over me. As I finished, 
Father laid his hands on my head, said the words of absolu-
tion and gave me a blessing. I stood up completely upright, 
no pain in my back or my legs, totally healed of all pain. 
Father looked at me and said, “You’re standing straight.”

I said, “I know, I don’t feel any pain!”
He told me, “You were carrying around those sins, now 

they have been taken from you and placed on the Cross.”
God‘s love and mercy is a gift for us all. We have to 

prepare our hearts and our souls. How do we do that? We 
prepare through the sacraments. The Divine Physician is 
here to heal us of our suffering and pain—and His mercy 
endures forever. So now, I get to confession at a minimum 
of every two weeks. I find that if I don’t get there within two 
weeks, I start slipping into small venial sins and then they 
progressively get worse. If you have not been to confession 
lately, I would encourage you to go on a regular basis. In 
this day and hour, we need to be prepared for the coming of 
the Lord! Preparing for the coming of the Lord is just what 
it says: preparing our hearts, minds and souls for meeting 
Jesus. This day or hour may be our death.

A good, holy bishop once told me that, if we are not in 
a state of grace at the time of our death, we are going to 
burn. Hell does exist, as the children at Fatima witnessed. 

To stay out of it, we need God‘s love and mercy, available 
through the Sacrament of Confession, reception of Holy 
Communion, and living the sacraments of the Church. 

Are you struggling with stress, anxiety, fear, or any-
thing else in your life? Go to the Divine Physician, our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ, in the Sacrament of Confession, 
then receive Him worthily in Holy Communion. He will 
heal you!

Continued from Page 4 — Experiencing Mercy

God bless you! 

WATCH US!
YouTube


