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Continued on Page 7—Encouragement

What are believers to do in difficult periods of his-
tory, when immorality, irrationality and cruelty are daily 
paraded before us and our children on the screen, and, 
increasingly, at school, in stores and on the streets?

After prayers for protection and wisdom, we could 
examine the history of the Church to see how such times 
were dealt with before. 

The first source is the Bible. The Old Testament Jews 
were always alternating between times of blessings and 
suffering. Their enemies would gain the upper hand, de-
moralize the people into submission and then God would 
raise a leader. Recall the judges, Kings David and Josiah, 
and the Maccabees. The Lord even used their enemy, King 
Cyrus, to return them to their land and rebuild the Temple. 

When Jesus walked the earth, He was a new kind of 
King: the Prince of Peace. Jesus did not arrive as a mili-
tary leader; He refused to be crowned a king; and He even 

told His disciples to imitate Him in being a servant to each 
other. Hardly a winning strategy in the eyes of the elitist 
class and the domestic terrorists of His time.

No, Christ’s Kingdom was to be pursued on an entirely 
different level from the world’s. “Bless those who curse 
you” (Lk 6:28). “Should anyone force you into service 
for one mile, go with him for two miles” (Mt 5:41). 
“[Y]our heavenly Father…causes rain to fall on the 
just and the unjust” (Mt 5:45). “[Do] good to those who 
hate you” (Lk 6:27). Ouch.

Imitating Jesus
St. Peter, as Christ’s first Vicar of the Catholic Church, 

learned to imitate his Master. Like Jesus, He would be 
loyal to the Father despite threats and floggings. He is not 
recorded as being anxious and downcast as he was chained 
between Roman guards, waiting for his execution. Thank-
fully, the Lord rescued St. Peter and he escaped to a safer 
location. 

Besides the Sanhedrin and the political adversaries 
of Christ and His followers, there were nascent heresies, 
working to accommodate the Christian faith to something 
more acceptable to the secular world. Every charlatan 
wanted a piece of the action. Remember Simon the magi-
cian? (Acts 8:9-25)

Consequently, St. Peter is a good guide for showing 
Catholics how to comport themselves in very difficult times. 
He actually tackled the subject in his first letter to some of 
the Asian provinces, but it’s worthwhile for us, too. 

Living the Teaching of Jesus
In his first letter, Pope St. Peter starts by reminding 

his flock of their baptism, the means by which they were 
brought into the Body of Christ and given “a new birth to 
a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ…to 
an inheritance that is imperishable [and] kept in heaven 
for you who, by the power of God, are safeguarded through 
faith, to a salvation that is ready to be revealed in the final 
time” (I Pt 1:3-5). 

And so: 

“…rejoice, although now for a little while you may 
have to suffer through various trials, so that the 
genuineness of your faith, more precious than gold 

Encouragement for Tough Times
from St. Peter the Apostle

St. Peter the Apostle by Peter Paul Rubens
c. 1611
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Continued on Page 3 - Editorial

In the months and years following 
Vatican II (1962-1965), the relatively 
calm world of the Catholic Church be-
gan to feel as though it had been turned 
upside down. If it wasn’t the Council 
itself that caused mass hysteria, it was 
all the bishops and priests who saw 
an opportunity to act upon the many 
ambiguous statements contained within 
the multitude of Council documents. The  
subjects covered by these documents in-
clude almost every aspect of the Church, 
including the liturgy, divine revelation, 
the relationship of the Church to the modern world, man’s relationship to society (es-
pecially in reference to poverty and social justice), mission activity, the role of the laity, 
the role of bishops, the Eastern church, ecumenism, religious life, and so much more. 

The “spirit of Vatican II” became a new catchphrase which, because of the lack 
of definite pronouncements from the Council, gave rise to the broadest of interpreta-
tions by those who had been chomping at the bit to modernize the Church for years. 

What I find most humorous about the whole ordeal—and it was an ordeal—is 
how they seemed to throw the baby out with the bath water, so to speak. So many 
changes came so fast it seemed that, almost overnight, we were a different church. 

So where is the humor in all of this? Now that we have a few decades of perspec-
tive to contemplate what was done, there is a growing sentiment that things may 
have changed too much. That maybe some of what was lost should be restored. But 
we are now advised that we must move very slowly.

A case in point is the Mass. Changes there began even while the Council was 
still in session and continued unrelentingly until the New Mass was promulgated in 
1969. (And we know that they did not stop there, either.) When the New Mass was 
first celebrated, it was not recognizable as the same Mass.

Even the words of the Consecration were changed. To a good number of Catholics, 
the most distressing revision centered on the phrase referring to the Precious Blood 
“which shall be shed for you and for many...”  which was changed to, “It will be shed 
for you and for all men…“  which was changed again to “for you and for all...” You 
know how it goes.

One small aside: The reasons given by those attempting to explain that the words 
“for many” in the pre-1969 form meant the exact same thing as the words “for all” 
were convoluted and unconvincing. One of the best lines from an official explanation 
of the validity of this innovation was written in 1970 by a Jesuit theologian, Father 

Hello, dear friends,
     It’s me, Mary, again. I love these opportunities to bring you reprints of Tom’s 

insightful editorials that span the timeframe from 1991 to 2010, yet still read as 
though written today. He seemed always to be able to sense what was to come. I’ll 
never forget how many times we received notes from our subscribers thanking Tom 
for not being afraid to write the truth. So I am sharing with you another of his best 
works from September 2009. 

     This editorial titled A New Breed refers to the new generation of priests 
who are also not afraid of the truth. Vatican II, ending in 1965, but changing the 
essence of the Traditional Mass to a New Mass in 1969, has a part in this, as well. 
It’s a situation that still creates confusion 52 years later.

     I think you can see that Tom did not leave me with very much space on this 
page, so I have to keep my introduction shorter than usual. But I believe that this 
editorial, after all we and the Church have been through in these times, will provide 
you with hope and inspiration. Now I’ll turn this over to my dearly missed Tom:
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Max Zerwick. After a lengthy disserta-
tion on all the positive aspects of the 
change, he states, “But if on the other 
hand it is said that the phrase ‘for all’ 
also has its own inconvenience, because 
for some it might suggest that all will 
actually be saved, the danger of such an 
erroneous understanding is estimated 
to hardly exist among Catholics.” Turns 
out Father Zerwick was wrong.

Back to the Mass. It is well-known 
that much of the rushed 1970 trans-
lation was found wanting on many 
levels in fairly short order. There have 
already been three unsatisfactory revi-
sions of the 1970 Roman Missal. We 
are now in the midst of another.

This time the Vatican means busi-
ness. Pope John Paul II put everyone 
on notice back in 2001 with the pub-
lication of Liturgiam Authenticam:  
the Fifth Instruction for the Right 
Implementation of the Vatican II 
document, The Constitution on 
the Sacred Liturgy. It has now been 
eight years and by the end of 2009, 
it is expected that the entire revised 
translation of the Roman Missal will 
have been approved by the U.S. bish-
ops and forwarded to the Vatican. 
And then we wait some more. There 
doesn’t appear to be a firm date as to 
when you and I will actually see those 
changes in a Mass, but it will likely be 
sometime in 2011 at the earliest. One 
of the changes being made is that the 
phrase “for all” is being returned to 
the original “for many.”

The work of destruction is often 
done swiftly and with few protests; re-
pairing it seems to take far too long and 
the protests are many and loud. To this 
day, the idea of restoring some of the 
discarded tradition that God instructed 
us to hold on to is met with defiance 
and insistence that the Vatican is out 
of touch with the world. Thanks be to 
God! That the loudest protesters are 
sometimes priests, used to doing things 
their own way, should tip us off as to 
who was at work.

But here is the good news: there 
is a new breed of priest that has been 
given to the Church. Vocations are 
on the rise from their lowest levels in 
2000 and those answering the call are 
different than their predecessors who 
were part of the era defined by the 
changes laid at the feet of Vatican II.

Interestingly, in September of 
2000, none other than the New York 
Times ran a piece titled, “Priests of the 
‘60s Fear Loss of Their Legacy.” The 
story states, “As the aging priests turn 
to pass the torch to the next genera-
tion, many of the men who are taking 
it up seem like strangers. The younger, 
conservative generation is more inter-
ested in sacramental matters and is-
sues of faith, and less moved by secular 
calls for social justice, surveys show.”

Fr. Andrew Greeley (not known 
for his traditionalism), in the article, 
“Young Fogeys,” from The Atlantic 
Magazine, January 2004, remarks, 
“My most recent analysis reveals a 
striking trend: a generation of conser-
vative young priests is on the rise in 
the U.S. Church.” More recently, an 
article in the New York Times (August 
10, 2009) was headlined “New Nuns 
and Priests Seen Opting for Tradition.”

A Los Angeles Times poll found 
that younger Roman Catholic priests 
in the U.S. are markedly more conser-
vative than their elders, reflecting a 
global trend toward orthodoxy that is 
reshaping the world’s largest church. 
The poll showed that clerics under age 
41 expressed more allegiance to the hi-
erarchy, less dissent against traditional 
Church teachings, and more certainty 
about the sinfulness of homosexuality, 
abortion, birth control and other moral 
issues than did their elders. 

How did this happen? The seeds 
for many of these vocations were 
sown by a love for Pope John Paul II, 
pilgrimages to Medjugorje, the rise 
of prayers for vocations by parishes 
and dioceses, increased emphasis on 
Eucharistic adoration, the creation of 
new seminaries that stress a more tra-
ditional formation experience—these 
touched an eternal desire placed in 
young men’s hearts to serve God and 
to return to a more reverent faith. 

And I can see this faith at work in 
many new young priests I’ve come to 
know. Their love for God is written on 
their faces. They teach and they live 
true Catholicism, not the watered-
down, politically correct, progressive 
faith you might find in some parishes.

These new priests call a spade a 
spade and hell is called exactly that, 
hell. They encourage the faithful to 
go to confession, a sacrament that 
has fallen out of favor these days. The 

Continued from Page 2 - Editorial

     Thomas Rutkoski
             ...and

weekly half-hour allotted to it in your 
Sunday bulletin and the short lines 
at the confessionals prove that point.

If you have read many of my edito-
rials, it comes as no surprise that I am 
a conservative from the very depths 
of my heart, politically and in religion. 
Being terminally ill, and not wanting 
to cause hardship after I’m gone, I 
want to plan my funeral now and make 
sure that it is done in a conservative, 
traditional way.  

It is my heart’s desire to be sent 
to my eternal rest from the church 
I abandoned as a teenager and ig-
nored for 27 years—the very church 
in which I was baptized, received my 
First Communion, and was confirmed. 
Saint Paul Church in my hometown 
of Butler, PA, is the perfect place to 
have my funeral Mass. I take comfort 
from the fact that it was built in 1911 
and has since escaped the hands of the 
innovators. Tradition survives there 
along with the high altar, the inlaid 
marble communion rail and all. The 
church is magnificent, inspiring all 
who enter it, unlike so many modern, 
innovative churches. No stranger, 
upon entering Saint Paul, ever has 
to ask where the Tabernacle is. It is 
right there in the center. It hasn’t been 
replaced by a chair. 

I was praying to God that when 
it came time for arranging my burial, 
there would be someone in charge of 
Saint Paul who would understand my 
great desire. That’s when I learned 
that two of those amazing young 
priests had recently received new 
assignments there. They are prime 
examples of this new breed of priest. 
Their love of the priesthood and their 
love of God and His people seem to fill 
them with such joy that it overflows 
into their smiles. Their reverence in 
saying Mass is a profound example to 
their flock.  

So when I approached the new 
pastor with my big request, his answer 
was yes!  Is not God good? He arranged 
all of this for me, and sent a new breed 
of priest to see that it could be done. 
Thanks be to God.
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Our Lady’s Power Hour
with reflections by

His Excellency, Bishop Joseph Strickland
Join us in praying for our families, our Church and our country

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS at 9pm EDT

To join, sign up at www.gospa.org 
and click on the banner at the top of the pageu t

UPDATE
Alleluia, He is Risen! As we rejoice in Christ’s Resur-

rection this Easter season, we also rejoice in the blessings 
that God has provided us. Many of these blessings have 
been provided through our faithful friends and donors who 
keep our work going. Thanks to your generosity, we are 
moving forward and leading more souls to Jesus!

- We have converted Apostles of the Last Days 
into an e-book! It is now available for purchase 
and download from our website for just $4.99. 
See details on the next page.

- Our Lady’s Power Hour weekly Rosary call 
now has over 200 signed up! The call takes place 
at 9pm EDT so that people around the country 
can join in. If you are interested in calling in on 
your computer, phone, or mobile device, please 
visit our website, click the banner at the top to 
sign up to join us, and become one of Our Lady’s 
Prayer Warriors. 

We also have all of our previous Power Hour 
recordings online. If you’re interested in praying  
with us but can’t join us live, or would like to 
hear Bishop Strickland’s weekly reflections, 
visit: https://gospa.org/pages/our-ladys-power-
hour-videos.

- The architectural drawings are nearing 
completion. This will conclude the first step 
toward the much-needed renovations for Our 
Lady’s building, including the creation of a 
small chapel.

If you feel called to help us further this work, please 
add us to your daily prayer intentions; and, if you are able, 
consider signing up for a monthly gift online at www.gospa.
org. Above all, please pray, fast, and make sacrifices for us 
that, through the intercession of the Blessed Mother, we 
might lead more souls to Our Lord, Jesus Christ! You are 
always in our prayers, as well. God bless you!

As we pray the Rosary together, the reflection and Scripture passage 
before each bead will be taken from My Scriptural Rosary, 

written by our founder, Thomas Rutkoski. 

This little book will provide a strong Biblical foundation and greater 
depth to our meditation through the Joyful, Luminous, 

Sorrowful and Glorious Mysteries. 

When you sign up for Our Lady’s Power Hour,  we will send you a 
code to receive a complementary copy of My Scriptural Rosary. 

The code is good online at www.gospa.org 
or in our store, Amazing Grace, in Evans City, PA.

My Scriptural Rosary
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A Servant’s Heart
“Behold, I make all things new.” — Revelation 21:5

He is Risen, Alleluia! Happy Easter to you and your 
loved ones! As we rejoice in the glory of Christ’s resurrec-
tion, I have been reflecting on how, through His resurrec-
tion, Our Lord comes to make us new.

After the long journey through the desert of Lent and 
walking through the last days of Christ in the Triduum, we 
should be new people, celebrating our new life in Christ. 

But what does that mean in our daily lives? For each 
person, it will look a bit different. We are all called to build 
God’s Kingdom and to lead souls to Jesus, but God gives 
each of us different gifts we can use to do so. I encourage 
you to reflect deeply this Easter season about how you 
are being called to share the light of Christ with those 
around you.

•	 Do you have a family member who has fallen 
away from the Faith? How often are you praying 
for them? How often do you invite them to join 
you in going to Confession or ask them to come 
to Mass with you?

•	 Do you have coworkers or neighbors who are 
not Catholic? How do you share your faith 
with them? Do you behave in a Christ-like way 
towards them? 

•	 Are you always prepared to “give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the 
hope that you have” (I Pt 3:15)?

•	 Do you pray without ceasing? Do you offer your 
daily work to God?

If we are not doing these things, we need to ask our-
selves, what do we need to do to rekindle the fire of our love 
for God and cast out our fear?

One practice that has been incredibly fruitful for me 
is to spend some quiet time with the Lord, to turn off the 
distractions of the world and make time to listen to what 
He wants to tell me. He shed His Precious Blood for our 
sins so that we could become a new creation in Christ! If 
we listen, He has much to tell us.

Take courage, even though it might seem your efforts 
make little difference. As St. Teresa of Calcutta once said, 
“God has not called me to be successful; He has called me 
to be faithful.” We may not see in this world the fruit of all 
our works but we can be confident that God will use our 
efforts for His good. St. Isaac Jogues, an early missionary to 
North America, did not see any converts from the Iroquois 
tribes by whom he was held captive and martyred; yet, his 
witness paved the way for one of our country’s great saints, 
St. Kateri Tekakwitha, the Lily of the Mohawks. God 
granted eventual success through St. Isaac’s faithfulness!

May we, like so many of the great saints before us, 
become the new creation God intends us to be. And, may 
this newness of life shine forth in us, leading others closer 
to Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! He is risen indeed! 

How will you share the Good News? 
— Chris Reynolds

Travel with Thomas Rutkoski 
on his journey from wild materialsim 

back to the Faith of his childhood.

Discover the Encounter that changed
his life and the lives of thousands
and turned Tom into a worldwide 

Catholic evangelist.

Like him, you’ll never be the same.

Get apOstLes Of the Last days now at
www.gospa.org

And while you’re there, 
check out Tom’s other great books...

Miracles and How to Work Them...$10.00
My Scriptural Rosary..........................$4.95
Great Divide: Surviving Scandal and     
   Division in the Catholic Church..$10.00
Apostles of the Last Days..................$15.00

or
Get all four books for $30.00

www.gospa.org / (724) 538-3171

Available as
EPUB files for 
most e-readers

or 
MOBI files for Kindle

for just $4.99!

Now an E-Book!
Thomas Rutkoski’s

apOstLes Of the Last days
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Raising a Wall in India

Mother Teresa Hostel with the original 
4-foot high wall —not much privacy or protection

Completed Wall, topped 
with broken glass to deter trespassers

Hello, Everyone!
We wish you a very blessed Easter season and fullness 

of joy and peace in our Risen Lord!
Our school and orphanages in India are in full swing 

and doing well. 
The pictures below show the recent improvement that 

was made in response to a request by Fr. Allam. He was 
concerned about the safety of the girls in Mother Teresa 
Hostel because the existing boundary wall for the building 
was only four-feet tall. It was possible to see into the win-
dows of the orphanage and he felt their safety and privacy 
was compromised. 

Thanks to one of our donors, we were able to increase 
the height of the wall by another four feet. The workmen 
laid the brick on top of the original wall, then covered it 
with concrete. They also set broken bottle glass into the 
top of the wall to discourage any intruders trying to climb 

over it. With their brand-new, eight-foot wall, the girls 
can sleep secure. 

We thank God for His bountiful generosity, shown 
through our sponsors and donors, in providing for the needs 
of these precious children. 

The boys and girls will be in school until the middle 
of May and are getting ready for their finals. Please keep 
them in your prayers.

They will then have a short break to enjoy time with 
their families. As of now, the plan is for the school to re-
open in the middle of June. 

It has been an uncertain and eventful year for the 
children, as it has been everywhere in the world, and we 
thank God for leading us through everything this far. We 
know He is always with us and we pray for that same grace 
for all of you. 

God bless you all.
   Sincerely,

—Shalini Dominic-Savio

The addition of another four feet of wall
before being covered over with cement

Left and above, the children stand ready 
for the Palm Sunday procession
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—Sister Mary Ada, OSJ —Dawn Sanders

that is perishable, even though 
tested by fire, may prove to be 
for praise, glory, and honor at 
the revelation of Jesus Christ…
rejoice with an indescribable and 
glorious joy, as you attain the 
goal of [your] faith, the salvation 
of your souls” (I Pt 1:6-9).

Some of you may be thinking right 
now that St. Peter has lost his mind. 
In reality, he is practicing what Jesus 
taught him. Focus on your true 
Homeland. That’s what got Jesus 
through all that He suffered. 

Do Not Be Afraid
St. Peter continued by admonish-

ing believers to be faithful imitators of 
Christ, whether they were with other 
Christians, in their own homes or 
out among the pagans. Their conduct 
would be a more attractive witness 
than someone who stood on a corner 
and castigated passersby for their 
unbelief. As St. Francis of Assisi is 
alleged to have said over a thousand 
years later, “Preach always. Use words 
if you must.”

Even in persecution, St. Peter 
rationalized it as follows:

“But even if you should suffer be-
cause of righteousness, blessed 
are you. Do not be afraid or 
terrified with fear of them, but 
sanctify Christ as Lord in your 
hearts. Always be ready to give 
an explanation to anyone who 
asks you for a reason for your 
hope, but do it with gentleness 
and reverence, keeping your con-
science clear, so that, when you 
are maligned, those who defame 
your good conduct in Christ may 
themselves be put to shame. For 
it is better to suffer for doing 
good, if that be the will of God, 
than for doing evil” (I Pt 3:14-17).

The first sentence hearkens back 
to the Sermon on the Mount, 

“Blessed are they who are perse-
cuted for the sake of righteous-
ness, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven” (Mt 5:10). 

The next sentence recalls Jesus’ 
exhortation to not fear those who can 
kill the body but, 

Continued from Page 1 — B

“Be afraid of the one who, after 
killing, has the power to cast into 
Gehenna” (Lk 12:4-5). 

The third reminds the flock to be 
peacemakers, salt and light, in their 
demeanor even towards antagonists 
(but not by agreeing to sin) because, 
again, “Blessed are they who are per-
secuted” like their Lord. Remember, 
love is truth. Being unkind while 
speaking it is hypocrisy.

The trials we face not only build 
character but enliven our faith and 
the faith of others. As Christ suffered 
all He did to win souls, our suffering, 
joined to His, wins souls. 

In Chapter 4, St. Peter again tells 
believers to rejoice in their suffering 
for the sake of Christ. He reminds 
them that the Lord will return and 
that if they are steadfast, they will 
live with Him in glory. Chapter 5 
continues: 

“So humble yourselves under 
the mighty hand of God, that 
He may exalt you in due time. 
Cast all your worries upon Him 
because He cares for you. Be so-
ber and vigilant. Your opponent, 
the devil, is prowling around 
like a roaring lion looking for 
[someone] to devour. Resist him, 
steadfast in faith, knowing that 
your fellow believers throughout 
the world undergo the same suf-
ferings” (I Pt 5:6-9).

Believers are in the Body of Christ 
and are to identify with the Body of 
Christ. That is where our power lies. 
What happens in this life—suffer-
ing for the sake of self-discipline or 
persecution for the Faith—is not to 
be feared but seen as something com-
mon to all Christians. We are never 
alone. We are in the Body and Christ 
is in us. We “conquer overwhelmingly” 
(Rm 8:37) no matter what we face, as 
long as we remember that nothing can 
“separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rm 8:38-39).

“God is our refuge and our 
strength, an ever-present help 
in distress. Thus we do not fear” 
(Ps 46:2-3).

The ancient greyness shifted
Suddenly and thinned
Like mist upon the moors
Before the wind.
An old, old prophet lifted
A shining face and said:
“He will be coming soon.
The Son of God is dead;
He died this afternoon.”
A murmurous excitement stirred
All souls.
They wondered if they dreamed –
Save one old man who seemed
Not even to have heard.
And Moses, standing,
Hushed them all to ask
If any had a welcome song prepared.
If not, would David take the task?
And if they cared
Could not the three young children  
                              sing
The Benedicite, the canticle of praise
They made when God kept them from  
                              perishing
In the fiery blaze?
A breath of spring surprised them,
Stilling Moses’ words.
No one could speak, remembering
The first fresh flowers,
The little singing birds.
Still others thought of fields new  
                                           ploughed
Or apple trees
All blossom-boughed.
Or some, the way a dried bed fills
With water
Laughing down green hills.
The fisherfolk dreamed of the foam
On bright blue seas,
The one old man who had not stirred
Remembered home.
And there He was
Splendid as the morning sun and fair
As only God is fair.
And they, confused with joy,
Knelt to adore
Seeing that He wore
Five crimson stars
He never had before.
No canticle at all was sung
None toned a psalm, or raised 
                                      a greeting song.
A silent man alone
Of all that throng found tongue –
Not any other
Close to His heart.
When the embrace was done,
Old Joseph said, “How is Your Mother,
How is Your Mother, Son?”

Limbo
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The Gates of Hell Shall Not Prevail
In 1965, during the Vietnam War, a young Navy 

pilot was shot down and captured by the North Viet-
namese. After some basic medical care for his wounds, 
Commander Jeremiah Denton was taken to the infa-
mous “Hanoi Hilton.” 

Around a year later, his captors decided to use him 
in a televised press conference. He did not give them 
the performance they hoped for. Denton managed to 
blink, in Morse Code, T-O-R-T-U-R-E, to let American 
Intelligence know what was happening to the prisoners. 

For nearly eight years, Denton was held in various 
prisons. Half of that time was in solitary confinement in 
a windowless 3-foot by 9-foot cell. The barbaric torture 
continued, one episode of which nearly broke him.

It happened close to Easter and one could have 
understood if, now Captain, Denton had felt his faith 
was a delusion. Yet in honor of that Holy Resurrection 
Day of 1969, he wrote the following poem: 

“The soldiers stare, then drift away, 
Young John finds nothing he can say, 
The veil is rent; the deed is done; 
And Mary holds her only Son. 
His limbs grow stiff; the night grows cold, 
But naught can loose that mother’s hold. 
Her gentle, anguished eyes seem blind, 
Who knows what thoughts run through her mind? 
Perhaps she thinks of last week’s palms, 
With cheering thousands off’ring alms 
Or dreams of Cana on the day 
She nagged him till she got her way. 
Her face shows grief but not despair; 
Her head, though bowed, has faith to spare; 

For even now she could suppose 
His thorns might somehow yield a rose. 
Her life with Him was full of signs 
That God writes straight with crooked lines. 
Dark clouds can hide the rising sun, 
And all seem lost, when all is won!”

As the saying goes, “Hope springs eternal.” Our reason 
for hope IS eternal because it is placed in the eternal Son 
of God, the All-Powerful, whom no enemy can defeat. He 
promised and proved that “the gates of hell shall not pre-
vail” (Mt 16:18). Christ conquers all enemies in the time 
and manner He deems best. He simply asks us to trust Him.
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